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From: Abe Weitzberg [mailto:aweitzberg@att.net] 
Sent: Thursday, September 22, 2016 7:24 PM
To: Rohlfes, Larry@DTSC <Larry.Rohlfes@dtsc.ca.gov>
Cc: Kracov, Gideon@DTSC <Gideon.Kracov@dtsc.ca.gov>; Campbell, Arezoo@DTSC <Arezoo.Campbell@dtsc.ca.gov>; Vizzier, Mike@DTSC <Mike.Vizzier@dtsc.ca.gov>
Subject: FW: Response to Public Records Act Request- Rocketdyne/Atomics Documents
 
Larry,
Please post this email and attachments. The information was obtained from CA DPH via a Public Records Act request and relates to their involvement with
SSFL health studies and the  acrimonious interactions with Dan Hirsch and his supporting elected officials. In part it explains why Hirsch was able to
exclude DPH with its radiological and public health expertise from having a major role in the SSFL cleanup discourse. The excerpts below are taken from
the 1999 memo to Joe Munso at the end of the 3 MB document.
 
Abe
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In exercisﬁ(ng what it thought was its facilitative prerogative DHS staff (Dr. Harrison)

experiencgthe following conflicts with Mr. Hirsch

1) Mr. Hirsch did not want the majority vote to be controlled by the scientists

2) Mr. Hirsch disagreed with the majority vote to select the UCLA team to do the work

3) Mr. Hirsch and a majority but not all of the Panel did not want to pursue the usual
DHS and National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) tri-partite
procedure of sharing research draft results for comment by management, labor and
government. They wanted to exclude Rocketdyne/Boeing from the loop. Dr. Harrison
viewed this vote as advisory not binding. Senator Wright Assemblymember Katz and
Assemblymember Kuehl shared Mr. Hirsch’s outrage at this procedure. (Despite this
outrage, everyone now agrees that the process worked. The UCLA researchers
benefited from comments received and did not allow themselves to be unduly
influenced by the comments. Despite the fact that it worked, Hirsch and the
legislators are against the tri-partite procedure as a matter of principle)




When DHS staff in the Environmental Health Investigations Branch (EHIB) under Dr.
Kreutzer began exercising what they thought of as their facilitative responsibility by

contacting the advisory/oversight committee, exploring federal funding etc. Mr. Hirsch
and the legislators had the following objections:

1) DHS should not seek funds for a feasibility study

4) DHS should not communicate with the Panel Members except through Mr. Hirsch
and the Co-Chair ( who had resigned to go to DOE)

5) DHS should not prepare proposals to the Panel on what a draft RFP might look like

6) DHS should have no contacts with Rocketdyne to see if their offer to fund studies
could be accepted without strings and in a way acceptable to the Panel and the
legislators.

7) DHS should make no recommendations as to the kind of additional scientific
expertise need by the panel as it shifted from a worker to a neighborhood focus.
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______________________________
Abe Weitzberg      phone: 818-347-5068
5711 Como Circle  mobile: 301-254-9601
Woodland Hills, CA 91367
 
 
From: Gomes, Lidia (CDPH-DEODC) [mailto:Lidia.Gomes@cdph.ca.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, October 01, 2015 5:36 PM
To: aweitzberg@att.net
Cc: Kreutzer, Rick (CDPH-DEODC); Stupple, Alexandra (CDPH-EXEC-OLS)
Subject: Response to Public Records Act Request- Rocketdyne/Atomics Documents
 
(Sent on behalf of Rick Kreutzer, MD, Chief)
 
Dear Mr. Weitzberg,
 
Attached, please find our response to your Public Records Act (PRA) request signed by Rick Kreutzer, MD on October 1, 2015.
 
Sincerely,
 
Lidia Gomes
Division of Environmental and Occupational Disease Control
California Department of Public Health
850 Marina Bay Parkway, Bldg. P, 3rd Floor
Richmond, CA 94804
 
(510) 620-3130 {Main Line}
(510) 620-3141 {Fax}
Lidia.Gomes@cdph.ca.gov
 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE WARNING: This transmission may contain confidential and proprietary information intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is privileged,
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you have received this transmission in error, any disclosure, copying, distribution, downloading, uploading or the taking of any action in reliance on the contents of this
information is strictly prohibited, and you are requested to immediately notify the above sender.
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