
Yes

Is the light a bulb, tube, lamp, or other electric device that 
provides functional illumination for indoor residential, indoor 

commercial, or outdoor use?)
No



Lamp (or light) is not
a general-purpose light.

Is the light a bulb, tube, lamp, or other electric device that 
provides functional illumination for indoor residential, indoor 

commercial, or outdoor use?)
No



Is the lamp (or light) a general-purpose light? (Is the light a bulb, tube, 
lamp, or other electric device that provides functional illumination 

for indoor residential, indoor commercial, or outdoor use?)

Yes

Is the lamp (or light) a specialty light?

Yes No

Specialty lighting includes the following: appliance, black 
light, bug, colored, infrared, left-hand thread, marine, 

marine signal service, mine service, plant light, reflector, 
rough service, shatter resistant, sign service, silver bowl, 

showcase, three-way, traffic signal, and vibration service or 
vibration resistant.



Excluded 
From general-
purpose lights 

(HSC 25210.10[b]).

Is the lamp (or light) a specialty light?

Is the lamp (or light) a general-purpose light? (Is the light a bulb, tube, 
lamp, or other electric device that provides functional illumination 

for indoor residential, indoor commercial, or outdoor use?) 

Yes

Yes

25210.10(b) – “specialty lights” are not general purpose 
lights and restriction on hazardous substances do not apply.

http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/HazardousWaste/UniversalWaste/Lighting_HS_Code.cfm


Is the lamp needed 
to provide special-needs 
lighting for individuals 
with exceptional needs?

Yes No

Is the lamp (or light) a general-purpose light? (Is the light a bulb, tube, 
lamp, or other electric device that provides functional illumination 

for indoor residential, indoor commercial, or outdoor use?)

Yes

Is the lamp (or light) a specialty light?

No



Is the lamp needed 
to provide special-needs 
lighting for individuals 
with exceptional needs?

Yes

Excluded 
From general-
purpose lights 

(HSC 25210.10[c]).

Is the lamp (or light) a general-purpose light? (Is the light a bulb, tube, 
lamp, or other electric device that provides functional illumination 

for indoor residential, indoor commercial, or outdoor use?)

Yes

Is the lamp (or light) a specialty light?

No

25210.10(c) – restrictions on the hazardous substances do 
not apply to lights needed for individuals with special-needs.

http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/HazardousWaste/UniversalWaste/Lighting_HS_Code.cfm


Lamp (or light) is a general-purpose light. 

Flow chart for 
fluorescent lights

Flow chart for 
incandescent lights

Is the lamp needed 
to provide special-needs 
lighting for individuals 
with exceptional needs?

No

Is the lamp (or light) a general-purpose light? (Is the light a bulb, tube, 
lamp, or other electric device that provides functional illumination 

for indoor residential, indoor commercial, or outdoor use?)

Yes

Is the lamp (or light) a specialty light?

No

Flow chart for 
other lights

http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/HazardousWaste/UniversalWaste/upload/Incandescent-Decision-Tree.pdf
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/HazardousWaste/UniversalWaste/upload/fluorescent-decision-tree1.pdf
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/HazardousWaste/UniversalWaste/upload/other-lights-decision-tree1.pdf



