
Eco labels 
 

Common characteristics include: 
 -Defines a product category 

 -Considers the product’s life cycle 
 -Multiple stakeholders involved (i.e. industry, non-governmental, government agency, 

and public) 
 -Focuses on multiple attributes 

 -Independently verified 
 -Logo used as a “seal of approval” - Certifies a product to be environmentally preferable 

compared to other similar products 
 -Member of Global Eco-labeling Network (GEN) 

 
Example of an Eco logo: 
Steps:                                                          Choose a Product category: Compostable Bags: 

 
  
 
 
 

 

How: Indentify 
Environmental Impacts 

at each phase: 

Bag 
production 

Intended 
Use 

Disposal 
Options 

How: Develop product 
category standards 

-Minimize effects 
on water quality  
-Eliminate 
chemical by-
products 
-Reduce solid 
waste 

Label product for 
source of all fibers 
used 

Must be 
biodegradable 

Step 3: Reduce negative 
environmental Impacts   

How: Independent 
source verifies/certifies 

Step 4: Logo = Seal of 
Approval: 

Water quality, waste 
reduction, reduces 

hazardous chemicals 

Direct exposure 
unlikely, promotes 

consumer 
awareness (i.e., at 

the time of disposal) 

Water and soil 
quality, waste 

reduction 

Certifies the product to be environmentally 
preferable compared to other similar products 

How: Life cycle 
considerations (i.e., 

considers the 
products life cycle: 

Step 2: Address 
Multiple Attributes:   

During 
Manufacturing 

During Use When disposed 

Production 
Phase 

Use 
Phase 

End-of-Life 
Phase 

Step 1: Assess 
Products Life cycle 



 


