
Questions for Nail Products Stakeholders 
To help us focus our research, DTSC is seeking information about the use of Candidate Chemicals and other 
potentially-hazardous chemicals in nail products. Relevant supporting information and documentation on 
the chemical’s ongoing use in products, hazard traits, and exposure potential would be especially helpful.  
 
1) Chemicals in nail products – chemical presence, functional use, hazard traits, endpoints, and exposure 

information 
a. To what extent are toluene, DBP, formaldehyde, TPP and the other Candidate Chemicals listed 

In Table 1, still used in nail products and in what types of products?  
b. What other Candidate Chemicals are used in nail products that DTSC should consider?  
c. Are there non-Candidate Chemicals used in nail products should DTSC consider?  
d. What are the functional uses of these chemicals in nail products? 

i. Do you have any additions or corrections to the functional use information in the table, 
above? 

ii. If you suggest DTSC address chemicals not listed in Table 1, please identify their functional 
use in nail products. 

e. Please provide relevant data on human health or environmental hazard traits, endpoints, or 
exposure to any chemicals used in nail products. 
 

2) Product formulations and manufacturing information 
a. Provide product formulations or manufacturing information for nail products. 
b. Are there specific sectors of the industry which include Candidate Chemicals in their product 

formulations?  
i. Are there different formulations for major versus smaller manufacturers, or for products 

designed for salon use versus those sold by retailers?  
ii. Are there differences in products sold by large retailers compared to small retailers or 

discount stores? Or compared to more upmarket stores?  
 

3) Alternative chemicals in nail products marketed as “green,” “safer,” or “free” of specific chemicals 
a. Please provide information such as hazard, exposure, functional use, prevalence, etc. on “safer” 

alternative chemicals used in nail products. 
b. Are these alternatives functionally equivalent to the potentially hazardous chemicals currently 

used and why are they not being used industry-wide?  
c. What obstacles exist to the wider adoption of these alternative chemicals? 
 

4) Initiatives by manufacturers of nail products to improve chemical safety 
a. Are there any industry-wide standards, guidelines, or advisories for formulating nail products to 

ensure and improve product safety, including evaluating chemicals hazards and phasing out or 
introducing new chemicals? 
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