
  

  

The Corona-Norco Unified School District (CNUSD) is planning a modernization 
project for the Vicentia Elementary School located at 2005 South Vicentia Avenue in 
Corona, California (see map on page 3).  During an environmental investigation for 
the school site, low levels of polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) were detected in the 
soil.  A draft cleanup plan, called a Removal Action Workplan, or RAW, was 
submitted by Leighton Consulting, Inc on behalf of the CNUSD. 

This Fact Sheet provides a brief summary of: 
 Why Cleanup Is Necessary 
 History and Operations at the Site 
 Environmental Investigations  
 Proposed Cleanup Options 
 Safety & Dust Control During Cleanup 
 Proposed Transportation Route for Trucks  
 California Environmental Quality Act  
 Next Steps  
 Where to Find the Documents 
 Who to Contact for Information 

Why Cleanup Is Necessary 
There is no immediate health risk because the public is not exposed to the 
contaminated soil. However, because exposure to elevated levels of PCB 
contamination can cause adverse health effects, DTSC recommends that the CNUSD 
prepare a cleanup plan to remove and dispose of the contaminated soil prior to 
modernization activities to protect the future and current staff and students at the site. 
DTSC will oversee the removal action and ensure that it is performed in a manner 
that does not harm people or the environment.  

Environmental Investigations 
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Cleanup Plan Available For Review 

Public Comment Period 
April 22 – May 21, 2009 

Your participation is encouraged.  The Draft RAW and other related project 
documents for this site are available for review and public comment at the locations 
listed on page 4. We will make a final decision after all public comment has been 
reviewed and considered. Please submit written comments in the enclosed postage 
paid envelope postmarked by May 21, 2009; or by email before the deadline date no 
later than 5 p.m. to:  

Jeanne Matsumoto, Public Participation Specialist, jmatsumo@dtsc.ca.gov. 

Si desea información en español 
 comuníquese con Jeanne Garcia al  (818)717-6573 
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The Preliminary Environmental Assessment 
(PEA) equivalent report for the school site was 
prepared in September 2008. Soil sampling was 
conducted between January 2008 and August 
2008. During the investigation, slightly elevated 
levels of PCBs were found in the soil near a pad 
mounted transformer. PCBs were used as 
insulation in electrical equipment until 1978, 
when they were banned by the U.S. EPA after 
being linked to harmful health effects. The PCBs 
in site soils are believed to be from a former 
transformer that was replaced in 1997.  

The investigation included a conservative health 
risk assessment concluding that slightly elevated 
levels of PCBs pose a long term potential threat 
to human health if no cleanup at the site occurs. 
Based on the findings, further action was 
recommended to address the following 
contaminants on site: 

Contaminant 
of Concern 

Maximum 
Concentration 

Detected 
(mg/kg) 

Cleanup Goal 
(mg/kg) 

PCBs 2.29 0.30 

 

The soil containing the PCBs is located 
beneath grass and concrete and does not pose 
an immediate threat to the students, faculty, 
or staff at the school. The area has been fenced 
and covered with plastic as an additional 
precaution. The soil may be disturbed during site 
modernization activities and soil removal prior to 
construction is under consideration. 

Proposed Cleanup Options  
The following three Cleanup Options will be 
considered for this site: 
Alternative 1 – No Further Action 

Alternative 2 – Treatment 

Alternative 3 – Containment through Surface 
Capping 

Alternative 4 – Removal and Off-Site Disposal 

Based on careful analysis of the options, 
excavation and removal is recommended because 
it protects human health and the environment, is 

permanent, and has a reasonable cost. Details of 
the removal action alternatives are listed in 
Section 4 of the Draft RAW. 

If Alternative 4 is selected, the contaminated soil 
will be dug out using a backhoe, bulldozer, 
shovels, or other types of earth moving 
equipment, as necessary. The soil will be either 
temporarily stockpiled or loaded directly onto 
trucks and taken off-site to be disposed of at a 
licensed facility. The soil will not be stockpiled 
on the site for long durations. After the 
contaminated soil is removed, samples will be 
taken to confirm that the contamination is gone. 

 This work is limited to the hours between 7 a.m. 
and 8 p.m. daily. The cleanup process is expected 
to take about two days.  Operating while students 
and staff are not on campus. 

Safety & Dust Control During Cleanup 
The following actions will be implemented 
during this process to ensure public safety and 
minimize dust: 

 Installing temporary fencing for security 

 Driving all vehicles at slow speeds while 
on the property 

 Spraying of work areas with clean water 
to control dust 

 Securing trucks with covers before they 
leave the site 

 Truck tires entering and exiting the site 
will be brushed to remove soils and debris 

 Monitoring the air at the site to ensure the 
amount of dust stays at safe levels 

P ropos ed Trans portation R oute for Trucks  
About 22 cubic yards (or about 33 tons) of PCB-
contaminated soil will be removed and taken off-
site for disposal.  It will take about 2 truckloads 
to remove the contaminated soil from the site. 
Trucks leave the site going south on South 
Vicentia Avenue, proceed east on Ontario 
Boulevard, then northeast on Magnolia 
Boulevard to south bound Interstate 15 (I-15).  
The soil will be taken to the El Sobrante Landfill; 
a state licensed and approved disposal facility 
located in Corona, California.  
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California Environmental Quality Act  
In compliance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), DTSC has prepared a draft 
Notice of Exemption (NOE) for this project. The 
NOE states that the proposed cleanup will not 
have a significant negative effect on human 
health and the environment because of short 
duration, relatively small amount of contaminated 
soil to be removed, and the controlled way in 
which the contaminated soils will be dug out, 
loaded onto trucks, and taken away to an 
approved/permitted facility for lawful disposal. 

Next Steps 
At the close of the Public Comment Period, 
DTSC will review and consider any public 
comments and make any necessary revisions to 
the draft RAW prior to final approval. Also, a 
Response to Comments Document will be mailed 
to everyone who makes a comment and provides 
their name and address.  The soil removal is 
expected to take place in June 2009, and should 
take about two days.  After the cleanup process is 
completed, Leighton Consulting, Inc. will 
conduct soil testing to confirm cleanup goals 
have been reached and submit a Removal Action 
Completion Report to the DTSC for review and 
approval. 

Who to Contact for Information 
If you have any questions about the project or 
cleanup activities, please contact: 

Ms. Rana Georges 
DTSC Project Manager  
(714) 484-5320 
rgeorges@dtsc.ca.gov 

Ms. Jeanne Matsumoto 
DTSC Public Participation Specialist 
(714) 484-5338 
jmatsumo@dtsc.ca.gov 

Media Inquiries: 
Ms. Sandra Friedman 
DTSC Public Information Officer 

(714) 484-5383  
sfriedma@dtsc.ca.gov 

Notice to Hearing-Impaired Individuals 
You can obtain additional information about the 
site by using the California State Relay Service at 
1 (888) 877-5378 (TDD). Ask them to contact 
Jeanne Matsumoto regarding the Vicentia 
Elementary School project. 
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Where to Find the Documents  
The Draft RAW and other related documents for 
Vicentia Elementary School are available for 
review at the following locations: 

Corona-Norco Unified School District  
2820 Clark Avenue 
Norco, CA 92860-1903 
Contact: Lynne Murray 
Phone: (909) 736-5181 

Corona Public Library 
650 S. Main Street 
Corona, CA 92882 
Phone:  (951) 736-2381 
Hours: Mon. – Thurs.: 10 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
Fri. & Sat. – 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Closed Sunday 

Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Regional Records Office 
5796 Corporate Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630 
Contact: Julie Johnson, (714) 484-5338 
Hours:  8 a.m. – 5 p.m. Monday – Friday 

To view electronic versions of the draft RAW, 
Notice of Exemption and other related 
documents, please visit DTSC’s EnviroStor 
website: 
http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/. 

Enter Corona as the City and select Vicentia 
Elementary School Click on the link “Report” 
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