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Fundamentals (3.a):  Site Cleanup 
Orphan Site Funding  

 
Seek adequate funding to cover federal Superfund match and state “orphan” site cleanup efforts 
where no viable responsible party can be identified. 

 
Goal:  Ensure adequate funding exists to cover both Federal Superfund match and 
State Orphan sites to clean up sites that pose a threat to human health and 
environment but for which no viable responsible party can be identified.  
 
Both U.S. EPA and DTSC have identified sites which represent an immediate threat to 
public health and environment and/or for which no viable responsible parties have been 
identified to address these projects.  USEPA’s list is referred to as the Federal 
Superfund List and the DTSC’s list is referred to the State Orphan’s list. Annually, 
DTSC’s budget contains a line item that covers cleanup activities for both Federal 
Superfund match and State Orphan sites. For FY 12/13 roughly $9.2 million was 
allocated. Each year the amount increases slightly.  Federal regulations require that the 
State must provide a 10 % match for the construction of final remedy and initial 
operation and maintenance costs. After a specific time period, then the State must 
assumed 100% of the costs to operate that system. This same funding allocation covers 
the State Orphan sites as well.  
 
It is anticipated that within the next 2-3 years, the amount of money needed to cover our 
Federal Superfund match obligations and State’s orphan funding needs will be more 
than what is currently appropriated annually. If that occurs then DTSC will have to make 
the difficult decision as to what projects will not be funded and work will either need to 
stop or slow down.    
 
Timeline:  
 
April – June 2013: 
 

 Define the universe of existing sites being investigated and cleaned up using this 
funding 

 Create list of potential sites (additionally sites may be added as they are 
identified)     
 

July – September 2013: 
 

 Complete cost projections for Federal Superfund match and State Orphan sites 
for the next 5 years. 
 



  Revised 6/25/13 
 

October 2013 – March 2014: 
 

 Research funding sources that may be available including discussions with U.S. 
EPA 

 Prepare a briefing packet defining the problem and providing recommendations  


