
March 17, 2014



To submit public comments or sign up for mail list via 
the Internet, please email to: 
DTSCPublicMeeting@dtsc.ca.gov



• Welcome

• General Public Comment

• Exide Project Update

• Priority Products/Safer Consumer Products

• Closing Remarks

DTSC Public Meeting Agenda



Exide Technologies:
DTSC Oversight

Brian Johnson, Deputy Director
Hazardous Waste Management Program
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Exide Facility, Vernon
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Soil Sampling Plan

• Required by order
• Designed as screening effort to evaluate 
offsite conditions

• Areas chosen for sampling:
– Two residential areas
– Two schools
– Background area

• Sample constituents
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Findings from Soil Sampling

• Arsenic below background
• Elevated levels of lead:

– Range of concentrations
– Samples over screening levels
– Samples over 400 PPM
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What Numbers Mean
• Not an emergency
• Additional steps needed

9



DTSC’s Review

• Internal Review
• Consultation with other agencies

– USEPA
– CDPH
– OEHHA
– LA County Health

10



Directive to Exide

• Protect community health
– Minimize exposure 

• Children
• Pregnant women

– More detailed sampling
• At 39 homes
• One school
• Within study area
• Step out sample area

• Work Plan due March 21, 2014
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Community Outreach

• Flyers
– 39 property owners
– Sample area
– Community at large

• Direct Contact
– Telephone calls to residents/schools
– Door‐to‐door
– Upcoming meetings with community
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Community Outreach

• Contact information and links
• Web site

– Report
– DTSC’s response
– Flyers
– Background information
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Protective Steps

• Avoid contact with dirt
• Wash hands
• Wash home‐grown vegetables and fruit
• Use door mats
• Blood testing
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Timeline

• Exide’s response by March 21
• DTSC review
• Implementation of interim steps and sampling

15



DTSC Actions in Past Year

• March 2013:
– Risk Assessment
– Underground Piping

• April 2013 to October 2013
– Temporary suspension
– Administrative Process
– Stipulation and Order
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Stipulation and Order

• Piping replacement
• Air pollution control devices
• Blood lead level testing
• Offsite dust and soil sampling
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What Order has Accomplished

• New piping nearly completed
• Cleaning of dust near facility
• Storm drain cleanout
• Community soil sampling
• Installation of improved air pollution 
equipment
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Permit Status

• Facility must be able to operate safely
• Compliance with our orders a factor in our 
review

• Schedule for review
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AQMD status

• Petition to Abate
• $40 million sue
• Exide countersuit
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Our Commitment

• Protect the community’s health
• Continue to hold Exide responsible
• Keep community informed
• Work with residents and school
• Coordinate with other agencies
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Safer Consumer Products Regulations
Implementation Update

California 
Environmental 
Protection Agency

Karl Palmer, Branch Chief,
Safer Products & Workplaces Program

Andre Algazi, Senior Scientist, 
Safer Products & Workplaces Program
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Topics for Today

• Updates on key program milestones

• Proposed Initial Priority Product List
– Draft Initial Priority Products
– Process and timeline
– Next steps

• Answer questions



How It Works: The SCP Regulations

1. Chemicals

2. Products
(Product‐Chemical Combinations) 

3. Alternatives 
Analysis

Candidate 
Chemicals List

Priority Products

Alternatives 
Selection

4. Regulatory 
Response



Green Ribbon Science Panel
(GRSP)

2014 GRSP kickoff  1/29/14
– 15 members: Industry, NGO and academic 

• Next GRSP meeting  4/9‐10/14 
Sacramento  
– Focus on Alternatives Analysis Frameworks



Data and information management 
systems

• New website launched 3/13/14

• Web communications tools: comments, petitions, 
guidance materials

• Developing secure document management system
– Using well‐established methods
– Limited, controlled staff access to confidential business 
information

Focus on stakeholder needs for 
information submittal and searches



Proposed Initial 
Priority Product List



Children’s Foam Padded Sleeping 
products containing TDCPP 

The products
 Nap mats & cots
 Sleep positioners
 Travel Beds
 Car bed pads
 Portable crib mattresses
 Bassinet foam
 Play pens or play yards

The chemical
 Chlorinated Tris or TDCPP
 A flame retardant



Children’s Foam Padded Sleeping 
products containing TDCPP 

Hazard
 Known carcinogen
 Endocrine disruptor

Exposure
Who
 Children and infants
How
 Dust inhalation while sleeping
 Skin absorption

Alternatives
 Flame Retardant not required 

by law



Spray Polyurethane Foam (SPF) Systems 
containing unreacted diisocyanates

The product
 Systems with unreacted materials
 System components react and 

cure
 Used for

• Home and building insulation
• Weatherizing & sealing
• Roofing

The chemical
 Diisocyanates including 

• TDI
• MDI
• HDI  



Spray Polyurethane Foam (SPF) Systems 
containing unreacted diisocyanates

Hazard
 Leading cause of occupational 
asthma
 Respiratory sensitizer – often 
reaction becomes worse with 
repeated use

Exposure
 Who: Workers & DIYers
 How: Inhalation of uncured/wet 
diisocyanates

Alternatives
 Cellulose, fiberglass
 Spray alternatives unknown to DTSC



Paint and Varnish Strippers containing 
Methylene Chloride

The products
 Paint strippers
 Varnish removers

The chemical
 Methylene chloride 
solvent



Paint and Varnish Strippers containing 
Methylene Chloride

• Hazard
– Toxic to the nervous 
system

– Metabolized to 
carbon monoxide

– Carcinogen

• Exposure
Who
– Workers 
– DIYers
How
– Inhalation – especially 
with inadequate 
ventilation

• Alternatives
– Benzyl alcohol 
– Dimethyl glutarate
– Several others



Priority Products

• Children’s Foam Padded Sleeping products 
containing TDCPP 

• Spray Polyurethane Foam (SPF) Systems 
containing unreacted diisocyanates

• Paint and Varnish Strippers containing 
Methylene Chloride



Key Prioritization Principles

• Potential exposure to the Candidate 
Chemicals in the product 

AND

• Potential for exposures to contribute to 
or cause significant or widespread 
adverse impacts



Prioritization Factors
Hazards

– Chemical properties
– Toxic effects
– Potential human or environmental adverse impacts

Exposures
– Impact on sensitive subpopulations, 
endangered/threatened species, impaired environments

– Market presence
– Exposure in households, workplaces 
– Exposure throughout product’s life cycle
– Adverse waste and end‐of‐life effects
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Next Steps

Regulatory reporting 
requirements begin



Stakeholder Engagement & Next Steps
• 3 Public Workshops:   

– Sacramento – May 7th 
– Oakland – May 28
– Los Angeles – date TBD

• 3 Year Work Plan ‐ finalize before 10/1/14
– Public workshop on work plan

• Comment periods on the Initial Priority Products List 
during regulations adoption (APA process)



Information Resources

• SCP Webpage:  http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SCP/
– Fact Sheets for each Priority Product
– FAQs
– Priority Product Profiles

• Workshops: http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SCP/workshops
• TIC: http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SCP/TIC.cfm
• Contact via email SaferConsumerProducts@dtsc.ca.gov
• Sign up for E‐list on SCP webpage 



Questions:

• SaferConsumerProducts@dtsc.ca.gov



To submit public comments or sign up for mail list 
via the Internet, please email to:
DTSCPublicMeeting@dtsc.ca.gov


