VIII. REQUESTS FROM OTHER GOVERNMENTALrAGENCIES

L

STATE AND LOCAL AGENCIES - Information can be shared
with state or local government agencies within
California, unless specifically provided otherwise by
statute, as they must also follow the provisions of the
California Public Records Act. However, there are
exceptions to this general rule. The Office of Legal
Counsel should be consulted where there is a concern
about maintaining the confidentiality of the documents.
Additionally, the Act does not exempt other
governmental entities from paying the Department’s
copying costs.

FEDERAL AGENCIES - The federal government is not
subject to the California Public Records Act. If a
record is exempt and the Department has decided not to
disclose the record, the record can still be made
available to a federal agency if the federal agency
enters into a written agreement to comply with the
provisions of the California Public Records Act.
(Government Code §6254.5(e).)

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY - The Department
may make available to the U.S. EPA any and all
information required to be furnished to that Agency by
law without waiving applicable privileges. (Health and
Safety Code §25358.2(c).) The Department may also
furnish any and all information to the U.S. EPA or any
other federal agency which is necessary to comply with
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, without waiving
applicable privileges. (Health and Safety Code
§25159.9.). Before providing any records to U.S. EPA,
the Department must inform U.S. EPA which records are
exempt from disclosure because they contain trade
secrets, confidential business information, etc. If
U.S. EPA cannot protect the exempt status of the
records being provided by the Department under the
Freedom of Information Act, the Department will not
disclose the records to U.S. EPA.
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