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- 000-

MR CEPPOCS: W're going to go ahead and begin.
So if everybody can please take their seats. Again,
where is Patrice and Mary Sue?

Ckay. That's fine.

Ckay. We are going to transition into the
public coment, the formal public hearing corment. To
reiterate -- and then |I'mjust going to cover a couple
of quick items -- at this tinme | have four cards that
have been turned in. So at this tinme | have four people
t hat have indicated that they wish to nake a public
coment. So | will go in that order of that queue.

| would Iike to ask -- and we'll be ensuring
t hat everybody have at | east one chance to say one
thing, and if folks want to cone back up and nake
addi tional comments, that's conpletely acceptable. |'m
going to try to nmake sure that everybody has equity to
at | east make an individual comment.

As | indicated and introduced Tanoi Toml i nson,
who is our court reporter. She is at this point taking
transcripts. This is obviously a very envotional and
pai nful situation for many of you, and that can nmake
peopl e speak that way.

If at some point Tanbi cannot keep up or is not
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able to capture your nane adequately, she may need to
go -- she's got a mcrophone there, and she actually
w Il stop, and she sort of have the override button to
make sure that she's capturing everything conpletely
accurately.

So | just want to let you know | know this is
an enotional situation and many of you feel that way.
| f you can, nonetheless, try to speak in a nmanner where
Tanbi can be sure she captures you, if not, she'l
I ndi cate that too.

If you've already turned in a coment during
the prior session, and | had asked you if you wanted to

coment and said "Yes," you do not need to come back up
and state or speak again, because we had it in a witten
coment fromyou that's already been turned in as a
witten coment. You're nore than welcone to do so,
again, if you like, but you do not have to if you have
already turned it in as a witten comrent.

Again, one last item and | recognize this
Is -- it my feel alittle peculiar to you, but as I
said, when we go into this and you start naking public
comments, DISC staff will not be doing any responses at
this time. That's why we did the previous point for
DTSC to have an exchange wi th you.

Suwll be there, and I'mgoing to hand it over
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to her in a second just to do sone opening coments in
her official capacity as what we call a public hearing
officer. But just, again, seeing that this wll
basically be a rotation of you, as menbers of the
public, making comments, giving your opinions, letting
t he DTSC know what you feel about the C osure Plan.

So at this time, | think |I have four -- or
there are some extras here. So we have a few nore
folks. 1t looks |ike maybe seven or eight folks in the
gueue at this time. |I'mgoing to hand it over to Su,
and she's going to do sone of her official coments, and
then we're going to go right on into the queue.

MS. PATEL: Thank you, Dave, and thank you,
everyone. (Good evening. M nane is Su Patel. |'mthe
supervising scientist wwth the permtting division at
t he Departnent of Toxic Substances Control or DISC. W
are here to receive your comments, DTSC seeking your
coments on two draft plans. Exide's Proposed C osure
Plan and DISC s Draft EIR or the environnmental inpact
report.

Before we get to your comments, |'d like to
make a brief chronology -- present a brief chronol ogy of
how we got here. So in March of 2015 DTSC i ssued an
order to Exide to proceed to final closure and expedite

funding of the trust fund forecl osure.
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On April 7 Exide submtted a |etter announcing
their intent to close the facility here in Vernon, and
they submtted a Draft Proposed Closure Plan to DTSC on
May 15. Since then, the dosure Plan has undergone
mul tiple revisions. Each revision has been reviewed by
DTSC staff. DTSC al so worked with the community
technical adviser, Dr. Janmes Wells, and the Exide
Technol ogi es advi sory group to get their feedback on
each revision.

Concurrently DTSC worked or prepared a Draft
EIR As Wayne explained earlier, the Draft EIR report
descri bes environnental review or conducted
environnmental review of each closure activity on site
and the neasures that wll be required to mtigate any
| npacts to the environnent and/or the conmunity.

On Decenber 8th DTSC issued a public notice on
the two draft plans, Exide's Proposed C osure Plan and
DISC s Draft EIR opening up a public conment period.
These are drafted plans, | repeat, because based on your
comments, DISC wll revise the Cosure Plan before it is
adopted as a final Cosure Plan.

The Draft EIR al so may be revised based on your
coments. As requested by you guys, the comunity, the
public coment period has been extended by 45 days. So

105-day public comment period ends on Monday, March 28,
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2016. As | said, we're seeking your conments tonight,
here we are to receive your oral testinony.

W w il review each comment that we receive.
Toni ght the public comments will be recorded by the
court reporter. She is on ny left. | forget her
name -- Tanobi Tomlinson, and she will be recording your
coments. DISC wll review the transcript and prepare a
witten response to the cooments. Both the transcript
and the witten responses to comment docunent wll be
publicly available for all of you.

So as M. Ceppos nentioned, and as you know by
now, we are requesting all of you to fill out a comment
card and turn it into our public participation staff.
They are all around the room Nathan is standing there
with the conment cards in his hand. There is Marcela
and Mary Sue and Patrice is al so wal king around the
room She just stood up in the back. W request that
you fill out your name so that it can be entered into
the record. So wthout any further ado, let's get to
your comments.

| want to repeat sonething that Wayne nenti oned
earlier. W are starting the public -- formal public
hearing, and we will not be responding to any questions.
VW will be responding to all of your coments in

witing. So as the public hearing officer, I would |ike
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to start the formal hearing for Exide Draft Cl osure Plan
and DTSC s Draft Environment |npact Report for Exide
Technol ogi es | ocated at 2700 South |Indiana Street in the
City of Vernon, here in California. For the record it's
February 3rd, and the tinme is 8:20 p.m

M. Ceppos, | request you to call the first
conment er .

MR CEPPOS: Thank you. You can call me Dave.
W have six nenbers in the queue. W have one
I ndi vi dual who has turned in their witten coments that
Wil be turned in as part of the record. | do not
believe that she wants nme to read, but I'mtrying to
find her.

First in the queue is M guel Al pharo, followed
by MIton Ni maatuj.

MR ALPHARO H. Good evening. M nane is
M guel Al pharo, and |I'ma nmenber of the Resurrection
Chur ch Nei ghborhood G oup, and | want to thank you for
com ng and giving us your information on the closure of
the Exide plant. | personally think that Exide should
be just kept the way it is, shut it down. Just
encapsulate it. Do not work with it. Leave it al one.

That noney that will be spent to close the
pl ant should be used to clean up the comunity that the

Exi de plant put in danger for so nmany years w thout a
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per manent permt.

The closure of the Exide plant is going to cost
$26 mllion, approximtely, for the main structure and
all what is inside. M question, the first question --
the first question that cones to my mnd is why are we
allowng a crimnal environnmental conpany to still get
busi ness going, in a way, because if we allow themto
melt that lead that is in there, where is it going to
go? Wio is going to benefit fromit? Wwo is going to
buy it? That lead is still profitable.

You tal ked on your report about the use of the
material, and | enphasis "hazardous material s":
Concrete, dirt, steel beans, steel sheets, anything that
can be reused. Wiy would you allow themto reuse it?
It's hazardous. It should be in the dunp and buried. |
don't know who will buy that stuff.

You know, the comunity it's -- it's very upset
about this process, especially because it's been going
on for so many years, and that part another person wll
speak about it -- about the discrepanci es between the
white, the brown, and the black that we've seen so far.

W're not scientists here. W're just working
average people that get up at 5:00 in the norning. |
get up at 12: 00 mdnight to go to work. So we're just

har dwor ki ng people that want to put food upon their
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tables for their kids, and we don't know how nmuch fune
or dust is going to cone out once you start the kettles.

| knowit's -- it's not rocket science, but,
you know, you guys have been dealing with this for so
many years. W have scientists that know what it does.
Wiy don't you consult themand cone to the comunity and
saying this -- you know, "W talk to Dr. Seuss," if you
want to, and he told us, "This is the proper way because
by doing the ignition on the kettles, it's not going to
do this." You know what |'m sayi ng?

There are scientists on that. And what we want
fromyou is to cone to us and say, "Look, we are | ooking
after your well-being, your health." [|'malready old,
but ny kids are going to have kids, and we don't have
the means. We will never have the neans to pick up our
stuff and nove to a greener pasture that can be, you
know, Oregon or sonepl ace el se.

W can't do that. W're already here for
generations and people will talk about that too. Al
three nmethods that you tal ked about are acceptable, but
which one is the best? | don't know. You're the one
with the experience and, you know, it's things that |
have nentioned all the tinme over and over again. This
probl em has existed for so nuch years. And Vernon -- we

know what Vernon is.
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It's just -- you know, a lot of crimnals in
there, sonme of themwent to jail. They got out of jail
because they were old and fragile. And that's fine with
me, but there's -- they're killing people around their
city, the cormunities. And you're talking about -- we
did the math the other day, and we had forgot because
|*'mnot very smart, but at the pace that you have -- and
this is another problem-- but it goes with it.

It goes with this problem because to ne, it's
nore inportant to clean up nmy communities, whether it's
Bel I, Huntington Park, Bell Gardens, Commerce, East
L. A, Boyle Heights even further out.

This doesn't stop here at 1.7 mles. It
doesn't. It's going to go further out, because the w nd
doesn't tip over goes, "Here it is. That's how far
we're going to do." The wnd goes further than that.

So ny main concern is our communities. W should put
nore enphasis on cl eani ng our community.

You' re doing houses and it takes -- | forgot
the math. | didn't study that. But anyway, at the rate
that you're doing this cleanup of the houses, you know

how long it's going to take? |It's going to take 20

years. You're tal king about -- when you first sent out
the -- if you renmenber you sent out the notification to
the houses. It was 110,000 houses. You tines that by

10

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685




© 0O N o 0o b~ W DN PP

N D NN NN P P PR R R PR R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P O

DRAFT CLOSURE PLAN AND DEIR

Hearing on 02/03/2016

t he nunber of residents in every house -- you know how
many people are there in Boyle Heights and the
surroundi ng comunities: MIllions of people. And
that's just the ones that are |living now, but our
daughters, our sons are going to have kids.

We cannot tell them "Hey, why don't you just
hol d out on having kids until the year 2040, 2050, and
then you can do that." How old are they going to be
then? W need sonet hing done right now

The governors should be here. The officials
should be here. Wiy did they junp into Porter Ranch
ri ght away? Because Boyle Heights is not Boyle Heights
Ranch? |t doesn't have the nanme on it, "Ranch"?

You know, they all went over there. The
governor, the District Attorney, everybody. The mayor
of the City of L.A went there, and he only lives, Ilike,
2.5 mles away from Exi de. He never showed up to our
meeting. We're asking you guys to step up, and if you
can't do the job, step to the side and | et the governor
appoi nt ot her people that maybe they will do the job.
Thank you.

MR CEPPOS:. Thank you, sir.

Next in the queue is MIton Ni maatuj, and then
after MIton is Jill Johnson.

MR N MAATUJ: My nane is MIton N nmaatuj,

11
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Mi-l-t-o-n NNi-ma-a-t-u-j. And so | ama resident of
Sout heast L.A. but also, | ampart of -- we're one of

t he | eadi ng organi zati ons worki ng on Exi de and

environnental justice in the area of Southeast L.A , and

so as | was read -- and | forgot about saying this
earlier, but as | was reading the description or the
first part of the EIR it nentioned how DISC shut down
Exide. So | wanted to nake a correction there.

We didn't want to nmake a correction there. W
didn't want to focus on the fact that -- share that
story inreality. Yeah, maybe DTSC had intentions of
doing it earlier last year but that did not happen.

That didn't conme out until Exide had made it public that
t hey were shut down.

And so, | feel like the EIR nakes it seem
that -- due to DTSC and governnent efforts they shut
down, which is conpletely incorrect. And so | think --
it's really -- it's really -- even though everybody is
going to be able to read this EIR, | think it's really
I nportant to know what really happened in this
comunity, especially when it cones to our own stories.

It was already recommended to restate ny
questions earlier. So part of the comunity
environmental we're looking into -- we really do not

want any nore | ead em ssions in our comunities. W
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really want to nmake sure that we're | ooking into the
best technol ogy that prevents those em ssions, but if in
case that we have to do this lead -- we have to renelt
the | ead, we wanted to know -- we want to make sure that
it's put out there that there will be em ssions, but we
want to know how nuch of the em ssions.

How i s Exi de | ooking to taking control of those
em ssions and nmaking sure that they are not going into
peopl e's hones? W al so want to understand nore about
what kind of |lead are we dealing with? Is it elenental,
or is it conpound? And also what are the potenti al
em ssions, |ike, the anount, what we're | ooking at
because even though | also heard that all three
qguot e/ unquote alternatives, all alternatives have
simlar outcones.

| still want -- we still want to know what are
the actual em ssions of lead if we were to renelt the
| eads. Thank you very nuch.

MR CEPPCS. Thank you.

Next in the queue is Jill Johnson, and you
I ndi cate here that you have a witten testinony that you
al ready have turned in or you wll turn in.

And then | may cone back to you, because | have
your nane, but do we need the address and contact

information? |'m/looking to Patrice or sonebody.
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Ckay. Al right. W're good.

Sorry. Thank you.

DR JOHNSON: So I'mDr. Jill Johnson. |'m an
assi stant professor at the School of Medicine at the
Uni versity of Southern California, and | also direct the
prograns on Community Engagenent for Environnent al
Health. | would Iike to address four points here
tonight related to the Draft EIR, and the first regard
renmoving the dirt on site. Secondly, the need for nuch
nore information about the potential exposures and risks
during either the water jet processor or the kettle
refiring.

Third, the worker health and safety during the
closure plan, and finally, protecting residence al ong
route where acid or waste water nmay be transported. So
first the Draft EIR has tables show ng that | ead and
arseni c has been found at elevated levels in the soil up
to 8 feet below the surface so that the soil excavation
depth should be reflective of the actual depths of the
toxic chemcals that are found and not a | esser anount.

Secondl y, regarding the nmethods for renoval of
lead fromthe kettle. | fail to see how renelting the
lead in the 100-ton kettle woul d have insignificant
effects on either the workers or either the comunity

since only suggesting to use in-place air pollution
14
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control technol ogi es, which we know have not been
protective of the cormmunities or the workers in the
past .

So | want to know are there other technol ogies
out there other than renelting and the water jet
processing, and we need nuch nore information regarding
the potential options and, particularly, the expertise
of the involved init. Third, regarding workers health
and safety. As | understand in the past there's been
many cases of elevated blood | ead | evels anong Exide
wor kers, and we need to prevent this from happening to
any future workers on the sites.

And if you're unaware, the Cal/OSHA standards,
that's operating standards for that exposure, were

I ssued in 1979 and are conpletely out of date and

I nconsi stent wwth the evidence that we have now. And so

| suggest that DTSC devel op a health and safety plan
that includes the | atest reconmendati on bei ng devel oped

by the Cal /OSHA advi sory committee on | ead exposure.

And to ny know edge, there's nothing that woul d

prevent DTSC for having a stricter set of rules that

currently exist under Cal/OSHA. So we need, within this

Draft, a much stronger |anguage of protection for
wor kers, specifically fromthe |ead.

And, finally, also in regard to the independent
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nonitoring that was discussed in the plan, recomended
met hods so that this data would be available to the
public in real tinme such as using online portals and

ot her techniques. And, finally, in terns of residence,
the DRAFT EIR said trucks will leave the facility with
drunms suspend active that will go to an L. A -based
conpany for treatnent.

This conpany is a block away from 20th Street
El ementary School, and the likely route would be al ong
Washi ngt on Boul evard from Exide, to this water treatnent
plant that wll partially go through several residential
nei ghbor hoods. Nothing is described as a way to put
cautions on the truck route by the |abeling of these
t rucks.

W al so suggest that any trucks |eaving Exide
or returning to Exide to pick up other |oads, to be
washed before they go on to the streets. So that is ny
coments. Thank you.

MR CEPPOS: Thank you. Let ne take it.

W have three remaining individuals in the
queue. In order Joe Gonzales, Mark Lopez, and |astly
Tina Baca Del Rio.

MR GONZALEZ: Thank you, again. A lot of it
IS going to be redundant to what | said the first tine.

|'"'mgoing to read this so | don't |lose ny control and

16
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then able to speak a little bit better.

| still don't understand why don't we just
cenent, encase this -- just encapsulate this place. You
know, | don't see why if Exide only said we have $9
mllion only to clean up our ness, that includes the
properties out here where there's human lives at. |
don't understand why we can't just put a big cenent
bl ock over the place, and let it be as it is.

I'mgoing to read. It says, "lI'mvery angry
t hat we have been censored by the poor planning of this
agency by the so-called comunity advisory board, which
has not and will not listen to us, the victinms of the
catastrophic failure of your agency.

We don't even know why the DTSC, which, at
least in ny mnd, is conplicit with Exide in the
contam nation of our neighborhoods, is involved in the
cl eanup of their own crimnal contam nation of our
nei ghbor hood.

This is not only the fox guarding the henhouse,
but we feel that the DISC is now using this deadly
tragedy as the goose that |aid the gol den egg, not just
for their financial gain, but for their job security.
Therefore, we are demandi ng a thorough crimnal probe of
this tragedy so that it is not used again and again and

again as it is in Porter Ranch and Flint, M chigan."
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And let ne reiterate right now before | go any
further, this is not us against them They are
suffering. Flint, Mchigan is somewhere closer to
contam nation that we are suffering. W're both going
t hrough pernmanent damages for our lives. So it's not us
agai nst themor why us or nothing. It's just one of
these things that you can't | ook away but see the truth.

W are being pretty much singled out in this.
| stand with themin their tragedies that they are going
t hrough and their children and the suffering that they
are going through. |It's not us against them |It's
di scussing those undeniable reality that racismis so
blatant that we are too dark to get the attention that
Porter Ranch is getting, but yet, not dark enough to get
the attention that Flint, Mchigan is getting.

My dad used to tell nme back in the '50s signs

that said, "No 'N words, no dogs, and no Mexicans

allowed." How disgusting and hurtful and racist that,
at least 60 years later, it's still the protocol.
Because the funding at the other sites -- because of the

funding that they are receiving at the other sites and
the fact that even dogs are being put up in doggy day
care. W feel, you know -- we feel very excl uded.

You know, | voted for Barack Obama. | voted

for Governor Jerry Brown, and | voted for himthe first
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time and the second tine, and yet our elected officials
are letting us down, and our state agencies are killing
us. |I'malso very disturbed that there are raci st
e-mails that are floating around the DTSC that are being
covered up instead of exposed, instead of letting us
know who.

W don't know if the director herself was
involved in this stuff, but yet, she's supposed to be
| ooki ng out for our well-being. This has got to be
exposed. W have to have this exposed. W cannot sit
here and say the confidentiality should be hidden, no
nore than we should say anything el se that any ot her
raci st should be allowed to continue just because we
don't want to tell you who they are.

And what we al so have to address is the issue
of the long-termexposure, as well as the high PPM

counts right now. W have sone residents, nyself

i ncluded, | was born, raised, |ived, and worked in Boyle
Hei ghts. | have |lived there 60 years now. | have
cancer. |'mdying. | was given two nonths to |ive.

|"ma victimof |ong-term exposure.

If you hit the houses that have hi gher nunbers,
and they have only been there a week or so, what do you
think it's doing to ne?

On the block where | live at, there's only
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honmes. N ne people either have cancer and have died of
cancer. And they have weird cancers: Shoul der cancer,
nose cancer, brain cancer, knee cancer. And you guys
keep saying, "Well, maybe it's the freeway."

How | ong has it been since we had lead fuel in
our gas tanks? | want to finish off. It sounds Iike
you guys have already decided you're going to start up
again and burn this stuff up again.

| can't understand why if they can nove the
gigantic granite rock that's bigger than what you're
tal ki ng about there and they noved that from who knows
where, all the way down to the County Museum of Art.

Wiy can't you guys do the sane thing with that? You
don't break it up. You won't break it. You won't put
any dust out there. You can just wap it in alum num
foil if you want or Saran Wap, whatever you want and
nove it, and you won't be endangering the community as
much as you will by either cutting it or warmng it up
or doing whatever else you're trying to do with it.

| also want to know, is there a nonetary limt
to the cleanup of the site? Wat if they exceed the
amount that Exide agrees to? Do you take away the noney
of the lives that you're endangering to further clean up
that site nice and clean so they can redo the sane thing

again to continue to contam nate and kill the people?
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And last thing | want to say is this: W really don't
trust the DISC to be involved with the cleanup. W
don't trust them the DTSC or Exide, and AQWD isn't too
far behind there either.

What we need is -- we need federal oversight,
| ndependent federal oversight, sonebody on a federa
| evel but independent of either the DITSC, who was, |ike
| said earlier in nmy mnd, conplicit in the
contam nation, the assassination or the genocide of our
peopl e here in the Sout heast.

Thank you very much

MR CEPPCS:. Thank you, Joe.

In the queue is Mark Lopez. After Mark will be
Tina Baca Del Rio and then there are a few other folks
t hat have turned in cards.

MR LOPEZ: W nanme is Mark Lopez, and ['mwth
East Yard Comunities for Environmental Justice, |I'm
also a resident of East L.A. | only got a couple of
t hi ngs here, because we're going to be submtting
extensive witten comments, but | wanted to echo again
the third-party oversight.

Last week we were in Sacranmento, and |
testified saying that we didn't want the kettles turned
on, and imedi ately after the hearing Exi de contacted

nme.
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They contacted me to offer a tour of the
kettles. So after the initial shock and fear of the
| dea of going into the area, we contacted sone of our
friends who are environnental disaster cleanup experts
and said, "Hey, you want to conme |ook at the kettles for
us?" So we did that today.

One, it's disgusting in there. I1t's really
scary. There's lead all over the place still. Two, the
Exi de representatives were tal king about their workers
turning on the kettles. Their workers taking the | ead
out of the kettles and cooling them down and pul ling
t hem out once they harden and shipping themout. Their
enpl oyees doi ng that.

Way are their enployees doing anything
i nvol ving the cleanup? That doesn't make any sense to
me. So | agree with every comment that Exide shouldn't
be involved with this cleanup. They just want to claim
that | ead because that's noney to them |In the
conversation they estimated that it was about $350, 000
worth of the lead in the ground. That's noney to them

I f anything, that should be reclained in the
cleanup, and if any noney is nmade off of that, that
shoul d go towards cl eaning houses. So it doesn't nake
any sense that Exide do this work. It doesn't nmake any

sense for DTSC to oversee the cleanup of this work. It
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doesn't nake any sense for a quote/unquote third party,

who is contracted to do the cleanup, to oversee the

wor K.

W need an independent, maybe, fourth party, if

that's what we want to call it, but sonebody who is not

contracted to do the cleanup, to oversee the cleanup

| ndependently of those who are contracted to do the

cleanup. | think that's what we've been trying to

comuni cate for the |ast year and a half or so.

Addi tionally, when it conmes to the size of the

kettles, | learned by going there that there's a

basenent underneath, and that's why they can't bring a

heavy enough crane to cone in and lift the kettles.

And so | asked them "Wat if we renoved that

floor, could you put a crane down in the basenment?

Wul d the basenent support it?" "Yes, it would." Their

concern is that
they mght fal
goi ng to happen?

It would destabilize the kettles and
what do they think is
They

over. | nean,

They're going to make a ness?

think they're going to drop some | ead?

| mean, the place is covered in lead; right?

Addi tional ly,
to lift up.
that can lift

there are cranes that do have the capacity

Just a quick Google search |

up 132 tons.

found a crane

It probably doesn't fit

inside the facility,

whi ch would be the issue, but if
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they could figure out howto tent the entire facility, |
woul d i magi ne that they would be able to figure out how
to tent a crane; right? They would be able to pull out
the kettle, enclose the kettle in some way.

| don't know. |'mnot an expert. | would not
trust Saran Wap and foil, but we have to throw i deas
out there. But they can enclose it. They have a rail
line that runs right into their site, right in the
m ddle. And coal cars carry the capacity of 121 tons,
which is nmuch larger than the tonnage required, given
the size of the kettles and what's in the kettle.

So there's a potential to extend the cover of
the facility to the rail line, which is probably only
maybe 30 feet beyond the building, if that, maybe even
cl oser, because none of what's sealed in the facility is
going to rely on any of the walls. It's going to be
| ndependently held up. So it can continue to
| ndependently hold up beyond right into the rail car.

Al so when | took a |look at the rail Iines,
there was water there. So they have swanps all over the
site, because they have to water down the site tw ce
every shift. That water runs down, and they process it
and treat it. And so | asked, "What about the puddl es
that | see right there on the rail line? That's

obviously not going into your system" And they were,
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| i ke, "Eh," they just kept walking.

So for nme that neans that water nust percol ate.
You imagine that rail line is still used for neighboring
facilities. So trains still come through there, even
t hough the site is inactive, which neans the ground is
agi tated, which neans there's opportunity for nore
ground wat er contam nation and of course contam nation
of the river, which is not addressed in the docunents at
all.

So that's just a couple of things | wanted to
share tonight. As part of our comments, we're going to
be suggesting additional ways of how we might be able to
deal with the |lead inside the kettles. So we would
appreci ate sone conversation at sone point once we
submt our comments beyond sone witten responses.

MR CEPPCS. Thank you.

Next in the queue is mayor pro tenp of the Gty
of Commerce Tina Baca Del Rio.

M5. DEL RIO Thank you. If | may first just
say wel come, everybody, to nmy community. We wll
continue to host this as long as we need to, but,
hopefully, we don't have to very nmuch | onger because
we're hoping for a renedy very soon, but until we do,
you' re always welcone to this community. W will

continue to keep this facility open and work hand in
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hand and do whatever we can for all comunities, not
just the Gty of Commerce but all those that are
af f ect ed.

There's so many things that have been said
tonight. | have chicken scratching all over ny paper.
| had so many ideas that | wanted to throw forward and
then different questions were already answered, and
great points were nade by everybody.

Mark, you nentioned the tonnage of certain
kettles and so forth. W found out just today that one
of the kettles is 100 tons for one kettle. That's the
size of a ship. That's anmazing as far as the weight is
concerned. The catastrophe that has been created here
| S beyond amazi ng.

There have been statenents nade i n newspapers
that it's one of our nation's biggest catastrophes. And
the fact that it's not getting the attention that it
deserves, "it," nmeaning we, the people of these
comunities. A comment had been made about the City of
Vernon. Wiy are they not being held responsible for
this as well?

|"mup here again several years back fighting
agai nst the Vernon power plant. The squeaky wheel got
the oil. W stopped them but here we are again and

agai n.
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This city and several other cities surrounded
by polluting entities: trains, freeways, battery
conpanies. You name it. And we continue to get, like
Cristina Garcia, assenbly nenber says, "Pennies thrown
at us." That is sonething that has to stop. W need
t he consideration of those that are in places that can
truly make a difference in our |ives.

W want to raise our famlies in a happy
environnent, a clean environnment. The good Lord above
did not say, you deserve nore. You nake nore noney.

You get to live higher on a hill and you don't deserve.
You know, it doesn't work that way.

Life is what it is. Some of us have nore neans
than others. |t doesn't nean that the separation should
be in the hands of |egislation and individuals that say,
"You deserve a handful of noney, and you deserve a
truckful of noney,"” if you wll. W're tired about it.
| think about Vernon. The comment was made about how
t hey shoul d be held responsible. And the thought cane
to me, such a little city with such a huge negative
| npact .

It remnds nme a ot about what the doctor said
about both of ny parents. They have cancer, and it's a
smal | cell that ate themall over their bodies

t hroughout their entire body. Both of them succunb to
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t he disease and the individuals, the doctors at the Gty

of Hope said, "It's their environment, grow ng up near
to the rail yard." | still live there. Wuo knows if |
have cancer or not. | don't know. | don't know if ny

famly does or not.

| amresponsible, as a nother for ny famly, as
well as the rest of the conmunity, because |'m an
elected official. W need help. W don't know how nuch
noney it's going to take. They talk about 3- to
$4 mllion, possibly. Focus on the cleanup. That's
what we need to really focus on.

The comments have been nmade about encapsul ating
this entity. | think that mght be the right idea. It
can't be inhabited anynore after the fact, once the
cleanup effort were to take place or even as it is now.
So why don't we just not waste the noney on it,
encapsul ate it and consi der the cleanup? Because what
happens to those honmes that have al ready been cl eaned
up, and then you start opening up this cleanup wth
Exi de and the novenent with the trains and the trucks
and all that's being considered.

Coul d that possibly be the carriage before the
horse, right, that was being tal ked about? WII we end
up again with those sane issues? WII those hones be

recontam nated and have to go back? WII it all be in

28

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685




© 0O N o 0o b~ W DN PP

N D NN NN P P PR R R PR R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P O

DRAFT CLOSURE PLAN AND DEIR
Hearing on 02/03/2016

vain? So I'mnot saying that I know, we aren't
scientists. Qur city is doing the best that we can to
try to nmake sense for our community, but at this point,
to start the burners up, to start cutting in, to start
t he whol e em ssion process again, | don't know if that
makes sense.

So ny thoughts are maybe the encapsul ati ng of
the entire business, if you wll. So again, there are
so many thoughts that | had. | thank everybody that's
here, because there were |ots of great information,
wonder ful thoughts, but | just -- as a city, we wll be
entering formal statements, and in that Draft EIR it's
very inportant that the City of Commerce be nanmed in
t here, because as ny staff has gone through this,
Commerce is not necessarily significant in that EIR

So we will be making those points, and pl ease
consi der us, because we have considered you and
everybody el se. W need to be a part of this process,
okay. Thank you.

MR CEPPCS: Thank you very nuch.

In the queue, the next -- did you have -- okay.
So in the queue is Delores Mejia, followed by Jack
Scanl an, followed by Lydia and then | assune Marta.

MR GHAZI: You're bl ocking ny view

M5. MEJIA: It will be a few mnutes. Mybe
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you need to read it. It's always a problem

Thank you very nuch, Joe. | appreciate it.

My nane is Delores Mejia. |'ma representative
fromthe conmunity. | don't speak for our Exide
| npacted communities, but | tend to feel like I do
refl ect the needs and the concerns and the outrage of
the conmmunity.

| have been approached before by you people
from other nonprofit groups and -- you know what, thank
you. Thank you. Because, you know, you take that risk
and put yourself on the line. |'mnot trying to brag or
pat nyself on the back. I1t's not sonething that |
necessarily enjoy doing.

| have to take a lot of heat for this. [I'm
wth East Side Coalition Against Exide Toxic
Technologies. 1'mgoing to proceed and try to focus on
this Cosure Draft plan that -- you know, basically, the
public has been dism ssed fromsubmtting our intentions

and our concerns and resol utions that should have been

consi der ed.
But | do want to state first and forenost, |'m
sorry, | did appreciate the Gty of Comerce for hosting

t hese neetings, hearing, or whatever they are call ed.
But this is not a very good |ocation for us. As you can

see, if you |l ook around here, there were probably nore
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Commer ce comunity menbers and surroundi ng nei ghbor hood
conmmunity nmenbers in Sacranmento | ast week than there are
here today.

| personally canme by public transportation. It
took ne close to two hours to cone from Boyl e Hei ghts
because of the fact that there's a |ot of construction
on a lot of the major streets. There's not even a sign
for Commerce Way over here off of a nmmjor WAshi ngton
Street.

The bus driver didn't even know it was there.
W need to start circulating these fornms, and |'m goi ng
to go ahead and say it. | usually say that on behal f of
the -- the community demand this. | demand it that AQVD
rotate their neetings with respect to the 1420.1 rule
wor ki ng group neetings, so that the community that is
| npacted has an opportunity to be aware of what's going
on, decisions that are being nade on their behalf.

That's why these neetings started circulating.
That's why this advisory group even exists because the
comunity demanded it. It needs to not be stuck in just
one area. This is a very good reason why. Look at the
room It's not even full. You know, | don't understand
t hat .

Going on. I'Il just go ahead -- Joe, can you

go ahead and lift one up there, and these are sone of
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our pronpts here, because, apparently, you guys don't
seemto get it.

W want to see a prosecution for those who are
responsible within DTSC. |'m not saying that everybody
that's there is crimnally responsible, but nowis the
time -- there's a difference between being a snitch and
a whistle-blower. How do you expect us to trust you
guys to be responsible and using allocated funds that
cone fromthe county or the state or wherever we are
beggi ng noney fronf?

You guys really need to start coughing it up.
Furthernore -- let's bring that one up, yeah

We're going to just go to the city Cosure
Plan. These are ideas presented by contam nated
comunity for Exide Technol ogi es C osure Plan, which
were ignored by Exide, DISC, and the nonprofit advisory
club. That's tongue in cheek of course. Sone of ny
friends are on these advisory cl ubs.

But you know what happen, friends -- you know
that doesn't really fly very far, because you know what,
friends shoul d have each other's backs. And when we
propose the GPS tracking of all hazardous waste and
contam nat ed equi pnent and the transportation of toxic
cargo -- there were gasps in the audience, | think this

was i n Maywood.
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| have never seen any -- this idea being
deli berated at the table at the advisory club.
Furthernore, the conmunity proposed the tarp, the
tenting, and the quarantine at all tinmes, not just
during the transportation, at all times during eviction
and renoval of Exide toxic technologies, not just during
the tinme that they are on a truck. |'mtalking about
now.

And we stated this previous to the EIl N no
storm and everybody gasped, but what did they do?
Not hi ng.

Anot her one: These are just a few. There's
many. \What about the video surveillance of Exide
environnental crine scene? Then we don't have to
specul ate about anything. Put it, streamit on your
website. You really want to be transparent. You guys
tal k about being transparent and sucking up to the state
SO you guys can continue with your budget. Put video
surveillance in,

| have one that | found at the secondhand
store. You can have it if you want. They are cheap.
You can use your phone. O course -- and |I'mjust going
to go to these points here: External oversight of Exide
AQWD and DTSC. M notes on that is that -- now thank,

you Joe. | really appreciate that.
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Yeah, of course let's not forget our reform or
renmove the Exi de DITSC AQVD nonprofit advisory al umi
association. That's kind of how we feel about it.
Because, you know, we respect our EJ -- our
organi zations |l ocal, EJ organizations. But you know
what, what happens is that sonetines the integrity

beconmes conprom se.

Sonme of these organi zations, you know, they are

hosting this and that and then, you know, "OCh, yes, we
can do it. W can do this and that and the other.
We'll do workshops." And you know what, that's public
funding. That public funding should be shared. They

shoul d be options for local EJ groups and individuals to

say, "You know what, | think we have a better idea for
that? |Is this really the nost efficient way to spend
this nmoney?" This is what |'mtal king about.

For exanple, why do we need to go and knock on

doors? |It's a good neighbor policy. W have L.A

Snap.

Joe, can you put that down for a second.

This here gentleman right here is the nenber of
the -- is part of the highest formof notification
system

What is it called, Joe, L.A Snap? Can you

come here and tell us how L. A Snap works?
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Ckay. Look, | provided to this advisory group
a whole stack of information. | didn't create it. The
county did. The disable rights novenent did, advocates
did. It outlines why we need to be in ADA conpli ance.
Not just for your notice that you sent out, "Ch, gee, if
you need help reading or hearing” -- no. |'mtalking
about -- basically, this is a state of energency.

Foster hones, senior centers, day care centers,
group hones, the honel ess community. W're the ones

that are the nost exposed to all that garbage that you

guys are responsible for. You guys need to get into ADA

conpliance. There are groups, organi zations, nonprofits

that are there for us to share and to col | aborate and
cooperate wth.

Wthin the DTSC you guys have an energency

services. Wy have you not brought them here to explain

how you interact wth COPAS, and how we can expect to
devel op sone alternative resources for shutting and
closing Exide? And again, this is not part of the
hearing. | knowit's part of the renediation of the
hones.

This stuff is what we brought to the advisory
group, and it was never even nentioned. So when you
guys tal k about transparency and public participation,

we're part of the process and your C osure Plan and
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bl ah, bl ah, blah. You know what, |I'mnot going to say
it's all bad, but it ain't all good. It ain't all good.

And | resent the fact that you all conprom se
the integrity of sonme of our organizations by panderi ng.
Poverty pinping is what it's called. 1'mgoing to go
back to nmy notes here. Just so you know, | crossed out
stuff that had to do with the renediation of the hones
and mtigation of the community, because it really is
t he nost inportant thing.

The quarantine, the tarping and the tenting
| mredi ately. They do that all over our neighborhood for
bedbugs. What, you guys can't do it? Wat's wong with
you? You think we're stupid? And what about this
declaring the state of emergency? Wat about that?

W' ve been pronoting that for a while now. Soon as
Porter Ranch declared state of energency, they got all
ki nds of access to all kinds of fundings.

So don't try to act |like you don't have the
funding or the technologies. It's all there. You need
to access it. Contact your first responders. That was
anot her thing that we've been demanding within the
county task force or whatever it's called.

Wiere were they all this tine? Al of a sudden
they are heroes? Al of you have guys have energency

managenent services. You have access to that. You have
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the O fice Emergency Managenent, which have access to
Anerican Disabilities Advocates and to the notification
systens that you have, which would enable and hel p the
peopl e to understand what's going on so that we can all
cone together and find resources.

Maybe California Conservation Corp wll

vol unteer. Maybe -- who knows? You guys are really --
really not -- you're intentionally -- you're being
intentionally ignorant, and there is no -- that doesn't

stand up in the court of law. lgnorance of the lawis
not an excuse. That sounds to ne kind of |ike Exide:
WIllfully and intentionally ignoring and avoi di ng
responsibility and not taking advantage of the full
resources that are there and available to you all.

| think we need to put in that dosure Pl an
external -- full external oversight of all funds
all ocated for the closure. Any agencies or
organi zations that are receiving public funding, et
cetera, whatnot, they need to be contacted.

Maybe there's sone enmergency funding there
avai l able or sone ideas there that can help us to -- for
one thing quarantine, tent, and do a noratorium and
permtting until you guys clean up the ness that you're
responsi ble for.

These are random points that | have to throw
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together. Those pronpts, | did themon the bus. The
people on the bus were hel ping ne. They were saying,
"“Yeah, that |ooks good." | haven't even begun where |
t ook access -- which | do have access to the Urban
| ndi an comunity, which this here area, this is
considered the capital of the U ban Indian popul ation
outside of the Mexican Indian population, which we are
actually the largest nation.

| want to see that before you guys finalize
this Closure Plan, I"'mgoing to provide it to you guys
again. Your representatives of the disabilities rights
comuni ties that goes to Sacranento, | obbies for change,
system c change for disabled groups, the nost vul nerable
menbers of our society.

' mnot saying they are |esser, but | am saying
t hese people are highly evolved, and you all have never
even cracked one of those panphlets that | sent to you
via our community chair. | don't know what happened
t here.

| like to give people an opportunity to do the
right thing, just like | want themto give ne an
opportunity to do the right thing, evenif it's for the
wrong reason. And when necessary, when there's so nuch
at stake -- the two-legged people that we are or the

one-1| egged, even those that are disabled, and all the
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ot her species, all the outside elenents -- all this is
at stake. I'Il be forced to nake people do the right
t hi ng.

MR GHAZI: (Indiscernible.)
M5. MEJIA:  And you know what, |'m al nost done.

You're not going to cut me off, man. You have a limted

amount of people here. You guys |ost ny paper when |
submtted it. What's up with that?

MR GHAZI: Wth all due respect --

M5. MEJIA: You're going to have to wait,
M. Ghazi. |'malnost done here.

Ckay. So now | did the external oversight and
t hey pocket that for, like, tw years. Nobody ever did

anything. Were is this contam nated equi pnment bei ng

docked? Hello. | worked with the Col orado R ver |ndian

Tri bes people. They are not very happy with you guys
dunping Exide toxic trash in their ancestral honel and.
You mght have to find an alternate | ocation. W'IlI| be
meeting very soon, next weekend, actually. W'IIl be
di scussing this.

W need to expedite -- okay. That was for
anot her tine,

Mich |ike at Porter Ranch, we need and i nsi st
t hat you master conservator -- whatever, be assigned to

both the eviction of Exide toxics and the recovery from
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t he toxi c hol ocaust. Perhaps we need to require al
toxi c technologies |ike Exide to secure bonds to cover
t hese types of energency exit and contingency plans.

So as we're noving forward with this C osure
Plan, we need to be mndful that we're setting a
precedent here for all toxic technol ogies.

Ckay. So look -- just a mnute. You're just
going to wait a mnute. You guys |lost ny paper, and you
don't even have that many people here. |[|'ve got one

nore paper of notes and that's it.

M5. PATEL: | was going to suggest that you
submt all of your --

M5. MEJIA: Don't worry about it. | already
did. | submtted it to you guys a lot of tines, and you

never paid attention to it. So now you're going to hear
it.

So ook it, you know since we -- | think that
It's a good idea for these toxic technologies to
possi bly secure bond. | think DTSC should secure a bond
I f they want to continue to operate in our comunity.
Not only do I not trust themto oversee Exide eviction,
much like Dr. Wells, the technical adviser, but the
comunity demands it.

| don't even trust the advisory group to

oversee DITSC, to oversee Exide. Like | said before,
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this advisory club hasn't even deliberated over many of
t hese i deas, whether it was the GPSing of the toxic
cargo or, you know -- or whether it's using the
railroads or the video surveillance. Al that | have
subm tted.

Matter of fact, if you want to see it -- just
right there what you said, it just proves it that you're
not paying attention to the public, you know You're
goi ng through the notions. W need to do a cost-benefit
anal ysis of the DTSC public participation routine that
t hey go through.

You don't even know what |'mtal king about, do
you? |'ve submtted how many tinmes? | took it to the
state. Wiy don't you go to the state website for the
assenbly, and you'll see it all uploaded there. You
guys ought to be ashanmed of yourself.

Ckay. So in sunmary -- and |I'l1 be finishing
very soon. |'msure you have a plane to catch or sone
cocktails to drink. GPSing, the video surveillance, the
enmer gency response notifications, which would help to
alert other agencies that may have sone fundi ng sources
there for us or sonme ideas for responsibly closing down
t he Exi de toxic technol ogi es plant or at |east securing
it in away that would be safe for the nonent so that we

can clean up the rest of the -- conme on -- ADA
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conpl i ance.

You guys need to consult the nost vulnerable in
our comunity before you proceed any which way. Believe
you ne, you wll. Again, that goes to the thing -- give
peopl e the opportunity to do the right thing, if not,
we'll force you. Mtigation rather than renediation,

t hat shoul d al ways be, you know, the notive.

Don't just do sone ridiculous thing. "Oh,
maybe we' |l do this." You know, you guys need to do it
t horough -- a thorough eval uation of everything that

you' re proposing, and you need to |l ook at every single
option that people provide to you, anyone that proposes
sonet hi ng.

Anyways, the list goes on, but to add insult to
injury -- well, let's just say the Exide toxic hol ocaust
was preventabl e foreseeabl e catastrophe, and we do need
to do a full blown root cause analysis of how we got
here so maybe we can undo sone of these damage in a
responsi bl e way.

So you know what, |I'mgoing to |let you guys off
the hook. I'mactually tired of hearing nyself talk. |
wi sh you guys would take the attention a little bit. |
don't just conme up wth this stuff and cone down here or
take a 20-hour bus ride to Sacranento or take a two-hour

bus ride from Boyl e Heights over here.
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|'mstaying the course with this, believe you
me. | run these ideas by the community. | don't just
show up and say, "This is what | want." | run it by
them ask them

But in closing, | just have the one last little
present, and | thought | would present this to DTSC.
It's just a fun little toy, kind of a thing, novelty,
you know. And it reads, "Exide, AQVWD, DTSC, and the
nonprofit community advisory club. Fix it or flushit."
Fix it or flush it. W need to fix this thing. I'm
just synbolically presenting it to you.

MR GHAZI: You can keep it.

M5. MEJIA: Don't worry about it. | am

Thank you very mnuch

MR CEPPCS:. Thank you, Del ores.

Next in the queue is Jack Scanlan. After Jack
w il be Lydia and then after, Marta.

MR SCANLAN: It really kind of irks ne when |
hear all the conplaining with no brai npower backing it
up. Lead is not really toxic that will cause
neur ol ogi cal damage, which neans that the few white
people in the roomthat has sone working brains, it wll
cause them probl ens dowmnstream Especially if they get
it in their systemas a kid.

If you get it in your synptomas an adult, it's
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really not going to do nuch. Keep in mnd that there
are a lot of people that raise whole famlies and
grandki ds that worked at Exide. | actually interviewd

there a long time ago. One of questions they asked ne

during the interview, "Wuld you be willing to submt to

regul ar blood test to check for |ead and sone of the
ot her stuff that you are going to run into here?" And |
said, "Yes."

They were worried about their enployees. Their
enpl oyees stayed there a long tinme. It's good work.
Takes a whole | ot of brains, good back. |If you could
|ift a battery, you can have a job. So just kind of
keep that in mnd. Lead, unless you get a |ot, unless
you're picking up lead chips as a three-year-old and
chewing on it -- lead paint tastes sweet. |f you' re not
aware, then you have a problem

But then if your parents take you down and get
a blood test and they find it, they can put you on
chelation therapy and that will get the blood out of
your systemafter a while. It doesn't undo any brain
damage. That's permanent, but it will stop it. |If you
haven't taken your kids down, they have a free offer
t hrough the state. 1've received two notices. You get
a free blood test for you and your famly. I|f you

haven't done that, shanme on you.
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Not hi ng these peopl e can do about you guys
bei ng Mexi cans and not getting off your asses; all
right?

AUDI ENCE SPEAKER: \Where are you fronf?

AUDI ENCE SPEAKER: What ship did you get off

of ?

MR CEPPOCS: 1'mgoing to ask that -- this is a

public hearing. Everybody is entitled to nmake their
statenents. Al | can do is ask that everybody in the
room current speakers, people who have al ready spoken,
mai ntain a |l evel of common control and not get
derogatory. | cannot control things. | cannot bring
enforcenment, but I"'monly going to ask that we all
maintain a |l evel of decorumand a |evel of respect to
finish this evening out.

MR SCANLAN: Al right. So that's sonething

to be aware of. 1've had the people out -- Mary Sue, a

couple others. They have to request permssion to run a

test on your property for |ead contam nation. You have
to actively agree to letting themon your property. |If
you don't, then you don't. They don't test it.

They have been as nice and courteous a crew of

peopl e that you ever can neet. All real pleasant. They

cane in -- just not a problem So be aware of that.

That's all free too. It doesn't cost anything.
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And on sone of these other stuff, you're just
maki ng a nountain out of a nolehill. This lead is just
not that toxic. The one girl who got up said they want
to put flags onit -- one guy said that you have a
standard nunbering system

That's not a state requirenent. That's a
federal requirenment. And there is a book of nunbers,
and it covers everything fromextrenely explosive things
and very flammabl e stuff, through even things |ike
radi oactive, which is rare. These things that are not
directly toxic like hot melted substances |Iike asphalt
and sulfur, those are required by law to have them So
that's sonething to keep in mnd.

And as far as this thing about lifting 100-ton
kettle, have you ever heard of a little town in Russia
call ed Chernobyl? You have any idea how nmuch that --
that reactor was built l[ike a pot with alid, and a lid
that wasn't in any way attached. A lid that was just
sitting onit. That Ilid weighed 2,000 nmetric tons, and
then it got punped off. The inportant thing is that
t hey picked that up all in one piece and set it on top
of the reactor.

They regularly put the tops of ships on them
When they build a ship, they build the bottom and t hen
top part that sticks up. And those are from 250 to 500
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tons. They pick themup all the tine. So something to
keep in m nd.

The other thing that really bothered ne, the
one girl said that she's back from France and this,
that, and the other. And this $100 million Exide
cl eanup, biggest thing in Arerica? Keep dreamng. |
was raised 130 mles south of herein alittle town
called Indio. You go another 30 mles down the road and
you run into a little puddle of water called the Salton
Sea. That is America's biggest super site, and it is
I nsol vabl e.

What they did is they fenced it in, they closed
it off and that's it. There's al nost no people down
there. Keep in mnd too, there have been several cities
over the years that because of making bad decision, like
spraying the streets with oil, which we don't see in
California. They' ve had whole cities that has not been
fenced off and cl osed down.

Be glad that we're not tal king about relocating

| i ke the people are conpl ai ning about the gas | eak.
They are noving out. You can stay here. You're fine,
you're not going to get sick, but people up there are
nmovi ng. Thi nk about where would you be if you had to
| eave your house.

All right. Thank you, guys.
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MR CEPPOCS: W're going to nove on to Lydia
and then Marta, and again, please, as you step up,
pl ease state your nane for the reporter.

M5. NAHUEL: H . M nanme is Lydia Nahuel.
L-y-d-i-a, last nane is Na-h-u-e-1. And, basically,

what |'mdoing is stating the same things that | said

earlier. Okay. |'madding one thing. | wanted to know

If we can get a witten response for the follow ng: |
don't know California |law as nuch as | do as Florida
law. So | wanted to know if you could wite down a
statenent how the bankruptcy fromthis conpany is going
to effect the funding, the cleanup, and all the other
different conpanies that are comng in to help with the
cl eanup?

It was explained earlier and shared that there

was special funding put aside, but bankruptcy is a whole

different ballpark. Once it's conpleted, the rules nmay
have changed. So | would like a witten statenment when
t he actual bankruptcy is conpleted. How the cleanup is
going to be affected.

The ot her thing was educating the public.

That's what | shared earlier, that we should have a nass

mai | out explaining that we're going to have neetings in

public libraries explaining on a nonthly basis the

effects of the chemcals and how they are going to
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affect the body, because | do believe that it wll
affect the body regardl ess of age, gender, or
nationality.

Thirdly, was the water contam nated? |'m
very -- | would like something witten down stating if
the water that we are drinking and showering, is it
contam nated? What should we -- as individuals of house
owners or renters should do in getting our water tested?
Because | suggested earlier Honme Depot gives out free
water kits that you will fill up alittle plastic
container, and you can mail it for free, and then get
the results mailed back to you.

Now, | feel as a conmunity we could do that on
our own, and then submt all the information that we
received to a representative and then see that.

Now, ny other thing that | wanted to have
witten down as a response is all the expending for the
initial cleanup site, all the inventory, all the funding
as what we spent on a daily, weekly, and nonthly -- can
all those records be public so we all know how the
mllions of dollars are being broken down in a way that
we know what i s happeni ng?

And | al so wanted to thank that person that
cane up here and tal ked about having canmeras, having

constant surveillance, and the reason |I'mrequesting
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this or -- you know, an idea about this, is because it
w || keep the people that are working honest.

And that's sonething that we need to be
reassured that the work is being honestly conpleted to
the levels of the law, versus what is right and what is
okay. And I think that was it. Thank you.

MR CEPPCS: Thank you.

Mart a.

MS. JIMENEZ: Hello. | would like to recomend
to have both the city attorney of Los Angeles and the
Los Angel es County Attorney to nonitor and oversee the
| m nent dismantling of Exide. Just |ike Porter Ranch
I s requesting to have the presence, | think
Boyl e Heights -- all the affected area needs to have the
sane duty of care to be observed in the inm nent
di smant | i ng.

| know this has already taken place, because |
asked Assenbly Menber Santiago to really talk to the
city attorney and see how we can al so be observing the
process so we won't be al one.

Also, | would Iike to know if Exide can be even
the responsibility to provide a bond that goes al ong
wth the inmnent dismantling of the Exide facility. |
do a |l ot of developnent in Latin Arerica and bids. The

bank, Banco Anerican, whenever they give us funds, they
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tell us, "There has to be a bond behind your project.

If you build a water waste treatnment plan, there needs
to be a bond behind so that in the future, if there are
any vices, hidden damages, this bond can help."

And | know it's innovative, but nmaybe you guys
can have a way of asking if this nobney can be gotten
fromExide. | wish for that to take place. Maybe it
has never been done in any projects, but having a bond
woul d ensure that we don't get the vices again that was
done before.

Also, | would like to recormend for DISC to
create a virtual catalog of all the infrastructure
existing at Exide, be it parts, be it the built
environment. So when you guys are doing a wal k-t hrough
to ensure that this place is in conpliance with inm nent
di smantling, do you have right now a catal og of the
built environment already in place wth pictures
I dentified? Yes or no? |'m asking you.

MR CEPPOS: Again, to rem nd, under the
circunstances of this format --

MS. JIMENEZ: | just -- because first we were
not allowed to be taped, and now |'mnot getting an

answer. So | feel I'mnot getting the right answer that

| need to hear. And also, | would like to recommend, as

a best practice, to renove all the infrastructure and
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the built environnent, not to tarp it, not to cenment it.
W don't need to have the presence of that environnental
entity that created an environmental crinme and a crine
to humanity.

And to not give any special concessions or
privileges to Exide. They have al ready gotten
perm ssion to operate wthout any permts by the | aw
So that's enough for them and to please follow the
post-911 renoval protocols for toxic chem cal and
infrastructure that wll be transported from one place
t o anot her.

And as part of the advisory council, | just
want to say that in my position, having been assigned by
DTSC and AQVD, all the tinme | have tried to be the eyes,
heart, and ears to ny comunity that has been affected.

In no time have | used ny position to do
otherwise. | say this because | have been hearing
| ssues, and | feel that is not correct. | also feel
ki nd of disenfranchised, because | read in the news that
there was a visit to Sacranento, yet |, as an advisory
counci | nenber, never knew about it until now So |
feel that we need to play fair.

If you really want us to be eyes, heart, and
ears, we need to be communicating. | wish | had known

t hat our president was going to have that responsibility

52

www.regalcourtreporting.com
866-228-2685




© 0O N o 0o b~ W DN PP

N D NN NN P P PR R R PR R
g A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N P O

DRAFT CLOSURE PLAN AND DEIR
Hearing on 02/03/2016

and that he woul d have conveyed it to us. | have been
t he person who have asked to have a virtual -- not a
virtual, but actually wal king on the prem ses of Exide
so that we can know what we are up agai nst.

So I'"'mglad he was able to go and be our hearts
and ears, but we need not to limt that information. W
are the eyes, heart, and ears to the community. W just
want to make you better. | don't know why that
happened, but I amnot a token. | am sonebody that
really takes at heart the needs and aspirations of the
communi ty.

And | wi sh that that doesn't take place anynore
again. And also | want for a university, let it be ny

alma mater, UCLA or USC, to oversee the process of

dismantling Exide. It has to be sonebody that is not
politically notivated or affiliated. It has to be
sonebody else. | had already nade that recomendati on,

but then not hing happened, as | did not hear that you
guys nmay be assigning on site a university.

And also, | wish there could be a congressional
I nqui ry on behal f of our community as soon as possible
to ensure that Exide does not encapsulate the artifices
of the environnmental crime. Exide needs to be renoved,
not tarp, covered. It needs to be away from us because

it will always a rem nder of what happened to a
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comunity that was not able to use its voice at the
right tinme to stop the crine.

And finally, | want for the EPA to declare
Exi de as the worst polluter in the United States by
positioning a bilingual big sign so everyone can know.
That's a way of shami ng them for what they have done.

In the past | have asked if maybe the
California legislator or the senate can cone up with a
law to not allow Exide to sell their batteries in the
State of California because of the danage that they did
to us. Yet, if you walk in Boyle Heights and East L.A.,
you see signs posted in auto parts | ocation where Exide
Is selling their batteries.

So | feel that's an insult to our conmunity,
and it is not fair. Also, to cone up with a cueing plan
for all those trucks. | know you told ne that it's just
a fewtrucks. A fewtrucks with a lot of contam nation
can create a major problem So please do sonething
bef ore things happen.

And | thank you for taking the tinme to |listen.
And pl ease go and see what Porter Ranch is doing with
the proton technology to get rid of the em ssions that
are comng up fromunderground so we can be able to be
enpowered as a comunity and al so invite Governor Brown

to cone over and see the biggest environnental crinme in
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our community.

W al so deserve his presence. As we voted for
him he needs to cone, allocate extra funding, ook into
the special bond that | amasking for to see if it can
be doable. But | just don't want to give ideas and then
t hi ngs not get done. Please follow through.

' m happy to see the many things that you have
foll owed through from hearing advisory nenbers, but you
can be at a better position if you were to do those
recommendati ons. Thank you.

MR CEPPCS: Thank you, Marta.

|'mgoing to hand the final comments over to
our hearing officer, Su, and then we w Il conclude and
adj ourn for the evening.

M5S. MEJIA: So we take it there's no additiona
comments from anyone?

MR CEPPCS: GCkay. | do not have cards.

Are there any other conmments?

| do not have any other cards. Go ahead, sir.

MR BURKE: [|'msorry. | mght as well, you
know.

MR CEPPOS: The gentleman is comng. He's
going to go ahead and fix the mc.

MR BURKE: M name is Richard. | live in the

City of Commerce, and there are sone people here from
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Commer ce that are concerned about the issues at hand.
You' re proposing several ways of renoving the |lead from
the facility there, but at one point in tinme you said it
wasn't a question of cost. Well, if it's not a question
of cost -- and | should have asked questions earlier --
t hen what exactly is the nost efficient way of getting
rid of that material ?

Honestly speaking, | don't know who you are or
what you do. You're a scientist up there. | would
| magi ne that you would have the answer to all of this.
Exactly which is the nost efficient way of getting rid
of the material? Wat's safe for everyone? So | would
I magi ne you woul d have nore suggestions, and unl ess
those are the only alternatives to elimnating the ness.

Encapsul ating, | don't know anythi ng about
that, but if that stuff is seeping to the water, how do
you encapsul ate that? But if there is a safe way of
doing it -- then you're tal ki ng about Chernobyl. Well,
okay. No one can live there. But why would you cover a
ground to look at it and say, "Wll, we can't live
there"? That's |like your mni Chernobyl and that's
what's there. That's what's covering it.

W have no access to it. It's no |onger
avai | abl e to anyone because there's a disaster. So

there has to be a better way. You are a scientist, give
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us an answer. That's it.

MS. MEJIA. Excuse ne. | wanted to respond,
pl ease.

MR, CEPPCS: Wait. Wait. The format here is
not a call and response.

M5. MEJIA®  Excuse ne --

MR CEPPOS: No. Excuse ne. That is not the
format. The format is this is a public hearing. This
is a format for a public hearing. | want to check and
see if there are any ot her people who have not yet
spoken. |s there anybody el se that has not yet spoken
that would |ike to speak?

Seei ng none. W had acconmpdat ed for
addi tional comments, but at this point in tine and
because of the tinme of the evening, I'mgoing to ask
that there be atime limt, and that everybody have no
nore than three mnutes, at which point, | wll go ahead
and step in.

So, Delores, if you want to make a comment, |'m
going to give you three m nutes.

And then Marta, you additionally would like to
say sonet hi ng?

MS. JI MENEZ: Yes.

M5. MEJIA: | just wanted a quick response

because apparently, perhaps, sonmeone had m sunder st ood
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what | said about tarping and tenting and quaranti ne.

| only stated that so that it should be done
| medi ately until you guys figure out -- you know,
finish scratching your asses and figuring out what we
shoul d do here.

|'mnot saying to just tarp and tent it and
have a flea market there. No. |'msaying to contain
that material until such a time that a reasonabl e and
responsi ble efficient way to either contain it on site
until something better cones along or to break it down
and renmove it. But not to across county, Arizona,

Col orado River.

Col orado River -- Indian tribes across county
-- the Colorado River Indian tribes do not want any nore
toxic trash being exported from California over there.
|'mjust saying, let's get that clear. Tarping,
tenting, quarantine, is for inmediate stabilizing of the
area until you guys finally access all the resources
that are available to us through FEMA, through -- |
don't know, the Conservation Corp, through Energency
Managenent, then -- then we can proceed.

But I'mjust saying for now, that would be a
nmeasure to stabilize. That's what nmy thoughts are.
Have a good ni ght, everybody. Let's try to nove on.

MR. CEPPOS: Marta.
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And again, the purpose of this whole hearing is

not to provide counterpoint, it's to provide comments.

MS. JIMENEZ: | just want to nmake sure that at
t he next neeting when we neet again that we get a copy,
verbatim of the report that she is nmaking avail abl e.
Because as a public record, |I think we should have
access to it and also to forward it to the governor,
because there were sone questions addressed to the
governor for recommendations to nmake sure that he wll
be an advocate for DTSC

For exanple, when | said that there is a need
to create a bond within the project as well, that's to
protect the conmunity frominm nent hidden vices and
damages. |If the governor can do that, and if he can
cone over just like he went to Porter Ranch, that would
be great. W are also asking for that constitutionally
as a community. Thank you.

MR CEPPCS. Thank you, Marta.

At this point intinme, we're going to hand over
closing comments to Su Patel.

MS. PATEL: | thank you all for your coments.
Thank you all for comng. This concludes our hearing
tonight for Exide Draft Cosure Plan and DTSC s Draft
Envi ronnental |npact Report for Exide Technol ogies

| ocated at 2700 South Indiana Street, in the Cty of
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Vernon here in California.

For the record, it is February 3rd, and the
time is quarter to 11: 00 -- quarter to 10:00. |'m
sorry.

Thank you all. Thank you, Cty of Commerce,
for your great hospitality every tinme we cone, and thank
you all for taking the tinme to cone this evening.

MR CEPPOS: W are adjourned.

(Wher eupon the proceedi ngs were concl uded

at 9:47 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
OF
CERTI FI ED SHORTHAND REPORTER

* * * *

The undersigned Certified Shorthand Reporter
of the State of California does hereby certify:

That the foregoi ng proceedi ng was taken before
me at the tine and place therein set forth.

That the testinony and all objections nade at
the tine of the proceedi ng were recorded
stenographically by ne and were thereafter transcri bed
said transcript being a true and correct copy of the
proceedi ngs t hereof.

In witness whereof, | have subscribed ny nane

Thi s date: February 13, 2016.

e

%mz(/ :_}/ Calinscn

Tanobi Tom i nson, CSR No. 13864
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         1     Commerce, California - Wednesday, February 3, 2016



         2                           -o0o-



         3           MR. CEPPOS:  We're going to go ahead and begin.



         4  So if everybody can please take their seats.  Again,



         5  where is Patrice and Mary Sue?



         6           Okay.  That's fine.



         7           Okay.  We are going to transition into the



         8  public comment, the formal public hearing comment.  To



         9  reiterate -- and then I'm just going to cover a couple



        10  of quick items -- at this time I have four cards that



        11  have been turned in.  So at this time I have four people



        12  that have indicated that they wish to make a public



        13  comment.  So I will go in that order of that queue.



        14           I would like to ask -- and we'll be ensuring



        15  that everybody have at least one chance to say one



        16  thing, and if folks want to come back up and make



        17  additional comments, that's completely acceptable.  I'm



        18  going to try to make sure that everybody has equity to



        19  at least make an individual comment.



        20           As I indicated and introduced Tamoi Tomlinson,



        21  who is our court reporter.  She is at this point taking



        22  transcripts.  This is obviously a very emotional and



        23  painful situation for many of you, and that can make



        24  people speak that way.



        25           If at some point Tamoi cannot keep up or is not
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         1  able to capture your name adequately, she may need to



         2  go -- she's got a microphone there, and she actually



         3  will stop, and she sort of have the override button to



         4  make sure that she's capturing everything completely



         5  accurately.



         6           So I just want to let you know I know this is



         7  an emotional situation and many of you feel that way.



         8  If you can, nonetheless, try to speak in a manner where



         9  Tamoi can be sure she captures you, if not, she'll



        10  indicate that too.



        11           If you've already turned in a comment during



        12  the prior session, and I had asked you if you wanted to



        13  comment and said "Yes," you do not need to come back up



        14  and state or speak again, because we had it in a written



        15  comment from you that's already been turned in as a



        16  written comment.  You're more than welcome to do so,



        17  again, if you like, but you do not have to if you have



        18  already turned it in as a written comment.



        19           Again, one last item, and I recognize this



        20  is -- it may feel a little peculiar to you, but as I



        21  said, when we go into this and you start making public



        22  comments, DTSC staff will not be doing any responses at



        23  this time.  That's why we did the previous point for



        24  DTSC to have an exchange with you.



        25           Su will be there, and I'm going to hand it over
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         1  to her in a second just to do some opening comments in



         2  her official capacity as what we call a public hearing



         3  officer.  But just, again, seeing that this will



         4  basically be a rotation of you, as members of the



         5  public, making comments, giving your opinions, letting



         6  the DTSC know what you feel about the Closure Plan.



         7           So at this time, I think I have four -- or



         8  there are some extras here.  So we have a few more



         9  folks.  It looks like maybe seven or eight folks in the



        10  queue at this time.  I'm going to hand it over to Su,



        11  and she's going to do some of her official comments, and



        12  then we're going to go right on into the queue.



        13           MS. PATEL:  Thank you, Dave, and thank you,



        14  everyone.  Good evening.  My name is Su Patel.  I'm the



        15  supervising scientist with the permitting division at



        16  the Department of Toxic Substances Control or DTSC.  We



        17  are here to receive your comments, DTSC seeking your



        18  comments on two draft plans.  Exide's Proposed Closure



        19  Plan and DTSC's Draft EIR, or the environmental impact



        20  report.



        21           Before we get to your comments, I'd like to



        22  make a brief chronology -- present a brief chronology of



        23  how we got here.  So in March of 2015 DTSC issued an



        24  order to Exide to proceed to final closure and expedite



        25  funding of the trust fund foreclosure.
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         1           On April 7 Exide submitted a letter announcing



         2  their intent to close the facility here in Vernon, and



         3  they submitted a Draft Proposed Closure Plan to DTSC on



         4  May 15.  Since then, the Closure Plan has undergone



         5  multiple revisions.  Each revision has been reviewed by



         6  DTSC staff.  DTSC also worked with the community



         7  technical adviser, Dr. James Wells, and the Exide



         8  Technologies advisory group to get their feedback on



         9  each revision.



        10           Concurrently DTSC worked or prepared a Draft



        11  EIR.  As Wayne explained earlier, the Draft EIR report



        12  describes environmental review or conducted



        13  environmental review of each closure activity on site



        14  and the measures that will be required to mitigate any



        15  impacts to the environment and/or the community.



        16           On December 8th DTSC issued a public notice on



        17  the two draft plans, Exide's Proposed Closure Plan and



        18  DTSC's Draft EIR, opening up a public comment period.



        19  These are drafted plans, I repeat, because based on your



        20  comments, DTSC will revise the Closure Plan before it is



        21  adopted as a final Closure Plan.



        22           The Draft EIR also may be revised based on your



        23  comments.  As requested by you guys, the community, the



        24  public comment period has been extended by 45 days.  So



        25  105-day public comment period ends on Monday, March 28,
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         1  2016.  As I said, we're seeking your comments tonight,



         2  here we are to receive your oral testimony.



         3           We will review each comment that we receive.



         4  Tonight the public comments will be recorded by the



         5  court reporter.  She is on my left.  I forget her



         6  name -- Tamoi Tomlinson, and she will be recording your



         7  comments.  DTSC will review the transcript and prepare a



         8  written response to the comments.  Both the transcript



         9  and the written responses to comment document will be



        10  publicly available for all of you.



        11           So as Mr. Ceppos mentioned, and as you know by



        12  now, we are requesting all of you to fill out a comment



        13  card and turn it into our public participation staff.



        14  They are all around the room.  Nathan is standing there



        15  with the comment cards in his hand.  There is Marcela



        16  and Mary Sue and Patrice is also walking around the



        17  room.  She just stood up in the back.  We request that



        18  you fill out your name so that it can be entered into



        19  the record.  So without any further ado, let's get to



        20  your comments.



        21           I want to repeat something that Wayne mentioned



        22  earlier.  We are starting the public -- formal public



        23  hearing, and we will not be responding to any questions.



        24  We will be responding to all of your comments in



        25  writing.  So as the public hearing officer, I would like
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         1  to start the formal hearing for Exide Draft Closure Plan



         2  and DTSC's Draft Environment Impact Report for Exide



         3  Technologies located at 2700 South Indiana Street in the



         4  City of Vernon, here in California.  For the record it's



         5  February 3rd, and the time is 8:20 p.m.



         6           Mr. Ceppos, I request you to call the first



         7  commenter.



         8           MR. CEPPOS:  Thank you.  You can call me Dave.



         9  We have six members in the queue.  We have one



        10  individual who has turned in their written comments that



        11  will be turned in as part of the record.  I do not



        12  believe that she wants me to read, but I'm trying to



        13  find her.



        14           First in the queue is Miguel Alpharo, followed



        15  by Milton Nimaatuj.



        16           MR. ALPHARO:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is



        17  Miguel Alpharo, and I'm a member of the Resurrection



        18  Church Neighborhood Group, and I want to thank you for



        19  coming and giving us your information on the closure of



        20  the Exide plant.  I personally think that Exide should



        21  be just kept the way it is, shut it down.  Just



        22  encapsulate it.  Do not work with it.  Leave it alone.



        23           That money that will be spent to close the



        24  plant should be used to clean up the community that the



        25  Exide plant put in danger for so many years without a
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         1  permanent permit.



         2           The closure of the Exide plant is going to cost



         3  $26 million, approximately, for the main structure and



         4  all what is inside.  My question, the first question --



         5  the first question that comes to my mind is why are we



         6  allowing a criminal environmental company to still get



         7  business going, in a way, because if we allow them to



         8  melt that lead that is in there, where is it going to



         9  go?  Who is going to benefit from it?  Who is going to



        10  buy it?  That lead is still profitable.



        11           You talked on your report about the use of the



        12  material, and I emphasis "hazardous materials":



        13  Concrete, dirt, steel beams, steel sheets, anything that



        14  can be reused.  Why would you allow them to reuse it?



        15  It's hazardous.  It should be in the dump and buried.  I



        16  don't know who will buy that stuff.



        17           You know, the community it's -- it's very upset



        18  about this process, especially because it's been going



        19  on for so many years, and that part another person will



        20  speak about it -- about the discrepancies between the



        21  white, the brown, and the black that we've seen so far.



        22           We're not scientists here.  We're just working



        23  average people that get up at 5:00 in the morning.  I



        24  get up at 12:00 midnight to go to work.  So we're just



        25  hardworking people that want to put food upon their
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         1  tables for their kids, and we don't know how much fume



         2  or dust is going to come out once you start the kettles.



         3           I know it's -- it's not rocket science, but,



         4  you know, you guys have been dealing with this for so



         5  many years.  We have scientists that know what it does.



         6  Why don't you consult them and come to the community and



         7  saying this -- you know, "We talk to Dr. Seuss," if you



         8  want to, and he told us, "This is the proper way because



         9  by doing the ignition on the kettles, it's not going to



        10  do this."  You know what I'm saying?



        11           There are scientists on that.  And what we want



        12  from you is to come to us and say, "Look, we are looking



        13  after your well-being, your health."  I'm already old,



        14  but my kids are going to have kids, and we don't have



        15  the means.  We will never have the means to pick up our



        16  stuff and move to a greener pasture that can be, you



        17  know, Oregon or someplace else.



        18           We can't do that.  We're already here for



        19  generations and people will talk about that too.  All



        20  three methods that you talked about are acceptable, but



        21  which one is the best?  I don't know.  You're the one



        22  with the experience and, you know, it's things that I



        23  have mentioned all the time over and over again.  This



        24  problem has existed for so much years.  And Vernon -- we



        25  know what Vernon is.
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         1           It's just -- you know, a lot of criminals in



         2  there, some of them went to jail.  They got out of jail



         3  because they were old and fragile.  And that's fine with



         4  me, but there's -- they're killing people around their



         5  city, the communities.  And you're talking about -- we



         6  did the math the other day, and we had forgot because



         7  I'm not very smart, but at the pace that you have -- and



         8  this is another problem -- but it goes with it.



         9           It goes with this problem because to me, it's



        10  more important to clean up my communities, whether it's



        11  Bell, Huntington Park, Bell Gardens, Commerce, East



        12  L.A., Boyle Heights even further out.



        13           This doesn't stop here at 1.7 miles.  It



        14  doesn't.  It's going to go further out, because the wind



        15  doesn't tip over goes, "Here it is.  That's how far



        16  we're going to do."  The wind goes further than that.



        17  So my main concern is our communities.  We should put



        18  more emphasis on cleaning our community.



        19           You're doing houses and it takes -- I forgot



        20  the math.  I didn't study that.  But anyway, at the rate



        21  that you're doing this cleanup of the houses, you know



        22  how long it's going to take?  It's going to take 20



        23  years.  You're talking about -- when you first sent out



        24  the -- if you remember you sent out the notification to



        25  the houses.  It was 110,000 houses.  You times that by
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         1  the number of residents in every house -- you know how



         2  many people are there in Boyle Heights and the



         3  surrounding communities:  Millions of people.  And



         4  that's just the ones that are living now, but our



         5  daughters, our sons are going to have kids.



         6           We cannot tell them, "Hey, why don't you just



         7  hold out on having kids until the year 2040, 2050, and



         8  then you can do that."  How old are they going to be



         9  then?  We need something done right now.



        10           The governors should be here.  The officials



        11  should be here.  Why did they jump into Porter Ranch



        12  right away?  Because Boyle Heights is not Boyle Heights



        13  Ranch?  It doesn't have the name on it, "Ranch"?



        14           You know, they all went over there.  The



        15  governor, the District Attorney, everybody.  The mayor



        16  of the City of L.A. went there, and he only lives, like,



        17  2.5 miles away from Exide.  He never showed up to our



        18  meeting.  We're asking you guys to step up, and if you



        19  can't do the job, step to the side and let the governor



        20  appoint other people that maybe they will do the job.



        21  Thank you.



        22           MR. CEPPOS:  Thank you, sir.



        23           Next in the queue is Milton Nimaatuj, and then



        24  after Milton is Jill Johnson.



        25           MR. NIMAATUJ:  My name is Milton Nimaatuj,
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         1  M-i-l-t-o-n N-i-m-a-a-t-u-j.  And so I am a resident of



         2  Southeast L.A. but also, I am part of -- we're one of



         3  the leading organizations working on Exide and



         4  environmental justice in the area of Southeast L.A., and



         5  so as I was read -- and I forgot about saying this



         6  earlier, but as I was reading the description or the



         7  first part of the EIR, it mentioned how DTSC shut down



         8  Exide.  So I wanted to make a correction there.



         9           We didn't want to make a correction there.  We



        10  didn't want to focus on the fact that -- share that



        11  story in reality.  Yeah, maybe DTSC had intentions of



        12  doing it earlier last year but that did not happen.



        13  That didn't come out until Exide had made it public that



        14  they were shut down.



        15           And so, I feel like the EIR makes it seem



        16  that -- due to DTSC and government efforts they shut



        17  down, which is completely incorrect.  And so I think --



        18  it's really -- it's really -- even though everybody is



        19  going to be able to read this EIR, I think it's really



        20  important to know what really happened in this



        21  community, especially when it comes to our own stories.



        22           It was already recommended to restate my



        23  questions earlier.  So part of the community



        24  environmental we're looking into -- we really do not



        25  want any more lead emissions in our communities.  We
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         1  really want to make sure that we're looking into the



         2  best technology that prevents those emissions, but if in



         3  case that we have to do this lead -- we have to remelt



         4  the lead, we wanted to know -- we want to make sure that



         5  it's put out there that there will be emissions, but we



         6  want to know how much of the emissions.



         7           How is Exide looking to taking control of those



         8  emissions and making sure that they are not going into



         9  people's homes?  We also want to understand more about



        10  what kind of lead are we dealing with?  Is it elemental,



        11  or is it compound?  And also what are the potential



        12  emissions, like, the amount, what we're looking at



        13  because even though I also heard that all three



        14  quote/unquote alternatives, all alternatives have



        15  similar outcomes.



        16           I still want -- we still want to know what are



        17  the actual emissions of lead if we were to remelt the



        18  leads.  Thank you very much.



        19           MR. CEPPOS:  Thank you.



        20           Next in the queue is Jill Johnson, and you



        21  indicate here that you have a written testimony that you



        22  already have turned in or you will turn in.



        23           And then I may come back to you, because I have



        24  your name, but do we need the address and contact



        25  information?  I'm looking to Patrice or somebody.
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         1           Okay.  All right.  We're good.



         2           Sorry.  Thank you.



         3           DR. JOHNSON:  So I'm Dr. Jill Johnson.  I'm an



         4  assistant professor at the School of Medicine at the



         5  University of Southern California, and I also direct the



         6  programs on Community Engagement for Environmental



         7  Health.  I would like to address four points here



         8  tonight related to the Draft EIR, and the first regard



         9  removing the dirt on site.  Secondly, the need for much



        10  more information about the potential exposures and risks



        11  during either the water jet processor or the kettle



        12  refiring.



        13           Third, the worker health and safety during the



        14  closure plan, and finally, protecting residence along



        15  route where acid or waste water may be transported.  So



        16  first the Draft EIR has tables showing that lead and



        17  arsenic has been found at elevated levels in the soil up



        18  to 8 feet below the surface so that the soil excavation



        19  depth should be reflective of the actual depths of the



        20  toxic chemicals that are found and not a lesser amount.



        21           Secondly, regarding the methods for removal of



        22  lead from the kettle.  I fail to see how remelting the



        23  lead in the 100-ton kettle would have insignificant



        24  effects on either the workers or either the community



        25  since only suggesting to use in-place air pollution
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         1  control technologies, which we know have not been



         2  protective of the communities or the workers in the



         3  past.



         4           So I want to know are there other technologies



         5  out there other than remelting and the water jet



         6  processing, and we need much more information regarding



         7  the potential options and, particularly, the expertise



         8  of the involved in it.  Third, regarding workers health



         9  and safety.  As I understand in the past there's been



        10  many cases of elevated blood lead levels among Exide



        11  workers, and we need to prevent this from happening to



        12  any future workers on the sites.



        13           And if you're unaware, the Cal/OSHA standards,



        14  that's operating standards for that exposure, were



        15  issued in 1979 and are completely out of date and



        16  inconsistent with the evidence that we have now.  And so



        17  I suggest that DTSC develop a health and safety plan



        18  that includes the latest recommendation being developed



        19  by the Cal/OSHA advisory committee on lead exposure.



        20           And to my knowledge, there's nothing that would



        21  prevent DTSC for having a stricter set of rules that



        22  currently exist under Cal/OSHA.  So we need, within this



        23  Draft, a much stronger language of protection for



        24  workers, specifically from the lead.



        25           And, finally, also in regard to the independent
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         1  monitoring that was discussed in the plan, recommended



         2  methods so that this data would be available to the



         3  public in real time such as using online portals and



         4  other techniques.  And, finally, in terms of residence,



         5  the DRAFT EIR said trucks will leave the facility with



         6  drums suspend active that will go to an L.A.-based



         7  company for treatment.



         8           This company is a block away from 20th Street



         9  Elementary School, and the likely route would be along



        10  Washington Boulevard from Exide, to this water treatment



        11  plant that will partially go through several residential



        12  neighborhoods.  Nothing is described as a way to put



        13  cautions on the truck route by the labeling of these



        14  trucks.



        15           We also suggest that any trucks leaving Exide



        16  or returning to Exide to pick up other loads, to be



        17  washed before they go on to the streets.  So that is my



        18  comments.  Thank you.



        19           MR. CEPPOS:  Thank you.  Let me take it.



        20           We have three remaining individuals in the



        21  queue.  In order Joe Gonzales, Mark Lopez, and lastly



        22  Tina Baca Del Rio.



        23           MR. GONZALEZ:  Thank you, again.  A lot of it



        24  is going to be redundant to what I said the first time.



        25  I'm going to read this so I don't lose my control and
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         1  then able to speak a little bit better.



         2           I still don't understand why don't we just



         3  cement, encase this -- just encapsulate this place.  You



         4  know, I don't see why if Exide only said we have $9



         5  million only to clean up our mess, that includes the



         6  properties out here where there's human lives at.  I



         7  don't understand why we can't just put a big cement



         8  block over the place, and let it be as it is.



         9           I'm going to read.  It says, "I'm very angry



        10  that we have been censored by the poor planning of this



        11  agency by the so-called community advisory board, which



        12  has not and will not listen to us, the victims of the



        13  catastrophic failure of your agency.



        14           We don't even know why the DTSC, which, at



        15  least in my mind, is complicit with Exide in the



        16  contamination of our neighborhoods, is involved in the



        17  cleanup of their own criminal contamination of our



        18  neighborhood.



        19           This is not only the fox guarding the henhouse,



        20  but we feel that the DTSC is now using this deadly



        21  tragedy as the goose that laid the golden egg, not just



        22  for their financial gain, but for their job security.



        23  Therefore, we are demanding a thorough criminal probe of



        24  this tragedy so that it is not used again and again and



        25  again as it is in Porter Ranch and Flint, Michigan."
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         1           And let me reiterate right now before I go any



         2  further, this is not us against them.  They are



         3  suffering.  Flint, Michigan is somewhere closer to



         4  contamination that we are suffering.  We're both going



         5  through permanent damages for our lives.  So it's not us



         6  against them or why us or nothing.  It's just one of



         7  these things that you can't look away but see the truth.



         8           We are being pretty much singled out in this.



         9  I stand with them in their tragedies that they are going



        10  through and their children and the suffering that they



        11  are going through.  It's not us against them.  It's



        12  discussing those undeniable reality that racism is so



        13  blatant that we are too dark to get the attention that



        14  Porter Ranch is getting, but yet, not dark enough to get



        15  the attention that Flint, Michigan is getting.



        16           My dad used to tell me back in the '50s signs



        17  that said, "No 'N' words, no dogs, and no Mexicans



        18  allowed."  How disgusting and hurtful and racist that,



        19  at least 60 years later, it's still the protocol.



        20  Because the funding at the other sites -- because of the



        21  funding that they are receiving at the other sites and



        22  the fact that even dogs are being put up in doggy day



        23  care.  We feel, you know -- we feel very excluded.



        24           You know, I voted for Barack Obama.  I voted



        25  for Governor Jerry Brown, and I voted for him the first











                                                                     18

�









         1  time and the second time, and yet our elected officials



         2  are letting us down, and our state agencies are killing



         3  us.  I'm also very disturbed that there are racist



         4  e-mails that are floating around the DTSC that are being



         5  covered up instead of exposed, instead of letting us



         6  know who.



         7           We don't know if the director herself was



         8  involved in this stuff, but yet, she's supposed to be



         9  looking out for our well-being.  This has got to be



        10  exposed.  We have to have this exposed.  We cannot sit



        11  here and say the confidentiality should be hidden, no



        12  more than we should say anything else that any other



        13  racist should be allowed to continue just because we



        14  don't want to tell you who they are.



        15           And what we also have to address is the issue



        16  of the long-term exposure, as well as the high PPM



        17  counts right now.  We have some residents, myself



        18  included, I was born, raised, lived, and worked in Boyle



        19  Heights.  I have lived there 60 years now.  I have



        20  cancer.  I'm dying.  I was given two months to live.



        21  I'm a victim of long-term exposure.



        22           If you hit the houses that have higher numbers,



        23  and they have only been there a week or so, what do you



        24  think it's doing to me?



        25           On the block where I live at, there's only
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         1  homes.  Nine people either have cancer and have died of



         2  cancer.  And they have weird cancers:  Shoulder cancer,



         3  nose cancer, brain cancer, knee cancer.  And you guys



         4  keep saying, "Well, maybe it's the freeway."



         5           How long has it been since we had lead fuel in



         6  our gas tanks?  I want to finish off.  It sounds like



         7  you guys have already decided you're going to start up



         8  again and burn this stuff up again.



         9           I can't understand why if they can move the



        10  gigantic granite rock that's bigger than what you're



        11  talking about there and they moved that from who knows



        12  where, all the way down to the County Museum of Art.



        13  Why can't you guys do the same thing with that?  You



        14  don't break it up.  You won't break it.  You won't put



        15  any dust out there.  You can just wrap it in aluminum



        16  foil if you want or Saran Wrap, whatever you want and



        17  move it, and you won't be endangering the community as



        18  much as you will by either cutting it or warming it up



        19  or doing whatever else you're trying to do with it.



        20           I also want to know, is there a monetary limit



        21  to the cleanup of the site?  What if they exceed the



        22  amount that Exide agrees to?  Do you take away the money



        23  of the lives that you're endangering to further clean up



        24  that site nice and clean so they can redo the same thing



        25  again to continue to contaminate and kill the people?
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         1  And last thing I want to say is this:  We really don't



         2  trust the DTSC to be involved with the cleanup.  We



         3  don't trust them, the DTSC or Exide, and AQMD isn't too



         4  far behind there either.



         5           What we need is -- we need federal oversight,



         6  independent federal oversight, somebody on a federal



         7  level but independent of either the DTSC, who was, like



         8  I said earlier in my mind, complicit in the



         9  contamination, the assassination or the genocide of our



        10  people here in the Southeast.



        11           Thank you very much.



        12           MR. CEPPOS:  Thank you, Joe.



        13           In the queue is Mark Lopez.  After Mark will be



        14  Tina Baca Del Rio and then there are a few other folks



        15  that have turned in cards.



        16           MR. LOPEZ:  My name is Mark Lopez, and I'm with



        17  East Yard Communities for Environmental Justice, I'm



        18  also a resident of East L.A.  I only got a couple of



        19  things here, because we're going to be submitting



        20  extensive written comments, but I wanted to echo again



        21  the third-party oversight.



        22           Last week we were in Sacramento, and I



        23  testified saying that we didn't want the kettles turned



        24  on, and immediately after the hearing Exide contacted



        25  me.
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         1           They contacted me to offer a tour of the



         2  kettles.  So after the initial shock and fear of the



         3  idea of going into the area, we contacted some of our



         4  friends who are environmental disaster cleanup experts



         5  and said, "Hey, you want to come look at the kettles for



         6  us?"  So we did that today.



         7           One, it's disgusting in there.  It's really



         8  scary.  There's lead all over the place still.  Two, the



         9  Exide representatives were talking about their workers



        10  turning on the kettles.  Their workers taking the lead



        11  out of the kettles and cooling them down and pulling



        12  them out once they harden and shipping them out.  Their



        13  employees doing that.



        14           Why are their employees doing anything



        15  involving the cleanup?  That doesn't make any sense to



        16  me.  So I agree with every comment that Exide shouldn't



        17  be involved with this cleanup.  They just want to claim



        18  that lead because that's money to them.  In the



        19  conversation they estimated that it was about $350,000



        20  worth of the lead in the ground.  That's money to them.



        21           If anything, that should be reclaimed in the



        22  cleanup, and if any money is made off of that, that



        23  should go towards cleaning houses.  So it doesn't make



        24  any sense that Exide do this work.  It doesn't make any



        25  sense for DTSC to oversee the cleanup of this work.  It
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         1  doesn't make any sense for a quote/unquote third party,



         2  who is contracted to do the cleanup, to oversee the



         3  work.



         4           We need an independent, maybe, fourth party, if



         5  that's what we want to call it, but somebody who is not



         6  contracted to do the cleanup, to oversee the cleanup



         7  independently of those who are contracted to do the



         8  cleanup.  I think that's what we've been trying to



         9  communicate for the last year and a half or so.



        10           Additionally, when it comes to the size of the



        11  kettles, I learned by going there that there's a



        12  basement underneath, and that's why they can't bring a



        13  heavy enough crane to come in and lift the kettles.



        14           And so I asked them, "What if we removed that



        15  floor, could you put a crane down in the basement?



        16  Would the basement support it?"  "Yes, it would."  Their



        17  concern is that it would destabilize the kettles and



        18  they might fall over.  I mean, what do they think is



        19  going to happen?  They're going to make a mess?  They



        20  think they're going to drop some lead?



        21           I mean, the place is covered in lead; right?



        22  Additionally, there are cranes that do have the capacity



        23  to lift up.  Just a quick Google search I found a crane



        24  that can lift up 132 tons.  It probably doesn't fit



        25  inside the facility, which would be the issue, but if
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         1  they could figure out how to tent the entire facility, I



         2  would imagine that they would be able to figure out how



         3  to tent a crane; right?  They would be able to pull out



         4  the kettle, enclose the kettle in some way.



         5           I don't know.  I'm not an expert.  I would not



         6  trust Saran Wrap and foil, but we have to throw ideas



         7  out there.  But they can enclose it.  They have a rail



         8  line that runs right into their site, right in the



         9  middle.  And coal cars carry the capacity of 121 tons,



        10  which is much larger than the tonnage required, given



        11  the size of the kettles and what's in the kettle.



        12           So there's a potential to extend the cover of



        13  the facility to the rail line, which is probably only



        14  maybe 30 feet beyond the building, if that, maybe even



        15  closer, because none of what's sealed in the facility is



        16  going to rely on any of the walls.  It's going to be



        17  independently held up.  So it can continue to



        18  independently hold up beyond right into the railcar.



        19           Also when I took a look at the rail lines,



        20  there was water there.  So they have swamps all over the



        21  site, because they have to water down the site twice



        22  every shift.  That water runs down, and they process it



        23  and treat it.  And so I asked, "What about the puddles



        24  that I see right there on the rail line?  That's



        25  obviously not going into your system."  And they were,
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         1  like, "Eh," they just kept walking.



         2           So for me that means that water must percolate.



         3  You imagine that rail line is still used for neighboring



         4  facilities.  So trains still come through there, even



         5  though the site is inactive, which means the ground is



         6  agitated, which means there's opportunity for more



         7  ground water contamination and of course contamination



         8  of the river, which is not addressed in the documents at



         9  all.



        10           So that's just a couple of things I wanted to



        11  share tonight.  As part of our comments, we're going to



        12  be suggesting additional ways of how we might be able to



        13  deal with the lead inside the kettles.  So we would



        14  appreciate some conversation at some point once we



        15  submit our comments beyond some written responses.



        16           MR. CEPPOS:  Thank you.



        17           Next in the queue is mayor pro temp of the City



        18  of Commerce Tina Baca Del Rio.



        19           MS. DEL RIO:  Thank you.  If I may first just



        20  say welcome, everybody, to my community.  We will



        21  continue to host this as long as we need to, but,



        22  hopefully, we don't have to very much longer because



        23  we're hoping for a remedy very soon, but until we do,



        24  you're always welcome to this community.  We will



        25  continue to keep this facility open and work hand in
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         1  hand and do whatever we can for all communities, not



         2  just the City of Commerce but all those that are



         3  affected.



         4           There's so many things that have been said



         5  tonight.  I have chicken scratching all over my paper.



         6  I had so many ideas that I wanted to throw forward and



         7  then different questions were already answered, and



         8  great points were made by everybody.



         9           Mark, you mentioned the tonnage of certain



        10  kettles and so forth.  We found out just today that one



        11  of the kettles is 100 tons for one kettle.  That's the



        12  size of a ship.  That's amazing as far as the weight is



        13  concerned.  The catastrophe that has been created here



        14  is beyond amazing.



        15           There have been statements made in newspapers



        16  that it's one of our nation's biggest catastrophes.  And



        17  the fact that it's not getting the attention that it



        18  deserves, "it," meaning we, the people of these



        19  communities.  A comment had been made about the City of



        20  Vernon.  Why are they not being held responsible for



        21  this as well?



        22           I'm up here again several years back fighting



        23  against the Vernon power plant.  The squeaky wheel got



        24  the oil.  We stopped them, but here we are again and



        25  again.
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         1           This city and several other cities surrounded



         2  by polluting entities: trains, freeways, battery



         3  companies.  You name it.  And we continue to get, like



         4  Cristina Garcia, assembly member says, "Pennies thrown



         5  at us."  That is something that has to stop.  We need



         6  the consideration of those that are in places that can



         7  truly make a difference in our lives.



         8           We want to raise our families in a happy



         9  environment, a clean environment.  The good Lord above



        10  did not say, you deserve more.  You make more money.



        11  You get to live higher on a hill and you don't deserve.



        12  You know, it doesn't work that way.



        13           Life is what it is.  Some of us have more means



        14  than others.  It doesn't mean that the separation should



        15  be in the hands of legislation and individuals that say,



        16  "You deserve a handful of money, and you deserve a



        17  truckful of money," if you will.  We're tired about it.



        18  I think about Vernon.  The comment was made about how



        19  they should be held responsible.  And the thought came



        20  to me, such a little city with such a huge negative



        21  impact.



        22           It reminds me a lot about what the doctor said



        23  about both of my parents.  They have cancer, and it's a



        24  small cell that ate them all over their bodies



        25  throughout their entire body.  Both of them succumb to
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         1  the disease and the individuals, the doctors at the City



         2  of Hope said, "It's their environment, growing up near



         3  to the rail yard."  I still live there.  Who knows if I



         4  have cancer or not.  I don't know.  I don't know if my



         5  family does or not.



         6           I am responsible, as a mother for my family, as



         7  well as the rest of the community, because I'm an



         8  elected official.  We need help.  We don't know how much



         9  money it's going to take.  They talk about 3- to



        10  $4 million, possibly.  Focus on the cleanup.  That's



        11  what we need to really focus on.



        12           The comments have been made about encapsulating



        13  this entity.  I think that might be the right idea.  It



        14  can't be inhabited anymore after the fact, once the



        15  cleanup effort were to take place or even as it is now.



        16  So why don't we just not waste the money on it,



        17  encapsulate it and consider the cleanup?  Because what



        18  happens to those homes that have already been cleaned



        19  up, and then you start opening up this cleanup with



        20  Exide and the movement with the trains and the trucks



        21  and all that's being considered.



        22           Could that possibly be the carriage before the



        23  horse, right, that was being talked about?  Will we end



        24  up again with those same issues?  Will those homes be



        25  recontaminated and have to go back?  Will it all be in
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         1  vain?  So I'm not saying that I know, we aren't



         2  scientists.  Our city is doing the best that we can to



         3  try to make sense for our community, but at this point,



         4  to start the burners up, to start cutting in, to start



         5  the whole emission process again, I don't know if that



         6  makes sense.



         7           So my thoughts are maybe the encapsulating of



         8  the entire business, if you will.  So again, there are



         9  so many thoughts that I had.  I thank everybody that's



        10  here, because there were lots of great information,



        11  wonderful thoughts, but I just -- as a city, we will be



        12  entering formal statements, and in that Draft EIR, it's



        13  very important that the City of Commerce be named in



        14  there, because as my staff has gone through this,



        15  Commerce is not necessarily significant in that EIR.



        16           So we will be making those points, and please



        17  consider us, because we have considered you and



        18  everybody else.  We need to be a part of this process,



        19  okay.  Thank you.



        20           MR. CEPPOS:  Thank you very much.



        21           In the queue, the next -- did you have -- okay.



        22  So in the queue is Delores Mejia, followed by Jack



        23  Scanlan, followed by Lydia and then I assume Marta.



        24           MR. GHAZI:  You're blocking my view.



        25           MS. MEJIA:  It will be a few minutes.  Maybe
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         1  you need to read it.  It's always a problem.



         2           Thank you very much, Joe.  I appreciate it.



         3           My name is Delores Mejia.  I'm a representative



         4  from the community.  I don't speak for our Exide



         5  impacted communities, but I tend to feel like I do



         6  reflect the needs and the concerns and the outrage of



         7  the community.



         8           I have been approached before by you people



         9  from other nonprofit groups and -- you know what, thank



        10  you.  Thank you.  Because, you know, you take that risk



        11  and put yourself on the line.  I'm not trying to brag or



        12  pat myself on the back.  It's not something that I



        13  necessarily enjoy doing.



        14           I have to take a lot of heat for this.  I'm



        15  with East Side Coalition Against Exide Toxic



        16  Technologies.  I'm going to proceed and try to focus on



        17  this Closure Draft plan that -- you know, basically, the



        18  public has been dismissed from submitting our intentions



        19  and our concerns and resolutions that should have been



        20  considered.



        21           But I do want to state first and foremost, I'm



        22  sorry, I did appreciate the City of Commerce for hosting



        23  these meetings, hearing, or whatever they are called.



        24  But this is not a very good location for us.  As you can



        25  see, if you look around here, there were probably more
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         1  Commerce community members and surrounding neighborhood



         2  community members in Sacramento last week than there are



         3  here today.



         4           I personally came by public transportation.  It



         5  took me close to two hours to come from Boyle Heights



         6  because of the fact that there's a lot of construction



         7  on a lot of the major streets.  There's not even a sign



         8  for Commerce Way over here off of a major Washington



         9  Street.



        10           The bus driver didn't even know it was there.



        11  We need to start circulating these forms, and I'm going



        12  to go ahead and say it.  I usually say that on behalf of



        13  the -- the community demand this.  I demand it that AQMD



        14  rotate their meetings with respect to the 1420.1 rule



        15  working group meetings, so that the community that is



        16  impacted has an opportunity to be aware of what's going



        17  on, decisions that are being made on their behalf.



        18           That's why these meetings started circulating.



        19  That's why this advisory group even exists because the



        20  community demanded it.  It needs to not be stuck in just



        21  one area.  This is a very good reason why.  Look at the



        22  room.  It's not even full.  You know, I don't understand



        23  that.



        24           Going on.  I'll just go ahead -- Joe, can you



        25  go ahead and lift one up there, and these are some of
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         1  our prompts here, because, apparently, you guys don't



         2  seem to get it.



         3           We want to see a prosecution for those who are



         4  responsible within DTSC.  I'm not saying that everybody



         5  that's there is criminally responsible, but now is the



         6  time -- there's a difference between being a snitch and



         7  a whistle-blower.  How do you expect us to trust you



         8  guys to be responsible and using allocated funds that



         9  come from the county or the state or wherever we are



        10  begging money from?



        11           You guys really need to start coughing it up.



        12  Furthermore -- let's bring that one up, yeah.



        13           We're going to just go to the city Closure



        14  Plan.  These are ideas presented by contaminated



        15  community for Exide Technologies Closure Plan, which



        16  were ignored by Exide, DTSC, and the nonprofit advisory



        17  club.  That's tongue in cheek of course.  Some of my



        18  friends are on these advisory clubs.



        19           But you know what happen, friends -- you know



        20  that doesn't really fly very far, because you know what,



        21  friends should have each other's backs.  And when we



        22  propose the GPS tracking of all hazardous waste and



        23  contaminated equipment and the transportation of toxic



        24  cargo -- there were gasps in the audience, I think this



        25  was in Maywood.
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         1           I have never seen any -- this idea being



         2  deliberated at the table at the advisory club.



         3  Furthermore, the community proposed the tarp, the



         4  tenting, and the quarantine at all times, not just



         5  during the transportation, at all times during eviction



         6  and removal of Exide toxic technologies, not just during



         7  the time that they are on a truck.  I'm talking about



         8  now.



         9           And we stated this previous to the El Nino



        10  storm, and everybody gasped, but what did they do?



        11  Nothing.



        12           Another one:  These are just a few.  There's



        13  many.  What about the video surveillance of Exide



        14  environmental crime scene?  Then we don't have to



        15  speculate about anything.  Put it, stream it on your



        16  website.  You really want to be transparent.  You guys



        17  talk about being transparent and sucking up to the state



        18  so you guys can continue with your budget.  Put video



        19  surveillance in.



        20           I have one that I found at the secondhand



        21  store.  You can have it if you want.  They are cheap.



        22  You can use your phone.  Of course -- and I'm just going



        23  to go to these points here:  External oversight of Exide



        24  AQMD and DTSC.  My notes on that is that -- now thank,



        25  you Joe.  I really appreciate that.
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         1           Yeah, of course let's not forget our reform or



         2  remove the Exide DTSC AQMD nonprofit advisory alumni



         3  association.  That's kind of how we feel about it.



         4  Because, you know, we respect our EJ -- our



         5  organizations local, EJ organizations.  But you know



         6  what, what happens is that sometimes the integrity



         7  becomes compromise.



         8           Some of these organizations, you know, they are



         9  hosting this and that and then, you know, "Oh, yes, we



        10  can do it.  We can do this and that and the other.



        11  We'll do workshops."  And you know what, that's public



        12  funding.  That public funding should be shared.  They



        13  should be options for local EJ groups and individuals to



        14  say, "You know what, I think we have a better idea for



        15  that?  Is this really the most efficient way to spend



        16  this money?"  This is what I'm talking about.



        17           For example, why do we need to go and knock on



        18  doors?  It's a good neighbor policy.  We have L.A.



        19  Snap.



        20           Joe, can you put that down for a second.



        21           This here gentleman right here is the member of



        22  the -- is part of the highest form of notification



        23  system.



        24           What is it called, Joe, L.A. Snap?  Can you



        25  come here and tell us how L.A. Snap works?
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         1           Okay.  Look, I provided to this advisory group



         2  a whole stack of information.  I didn't create it.  The



         3  county did.  The disable rights movement did, advocates



         4  did.  It outlines why we need to be in ADA compliance.



         5  Not just for your notice that you sent out, "Oh, gee, if



         6  you need help reading or hearing" -- no.  I'm talking



         7  about -- basically, this is a state of emergency.



         8           Foster homes, senior centers, day care centers,



         9  group homes, the homeless community.  We're the ones



        10  that are the most exposed to all that garbage that you



        11  guys are responsible for.  You guys need to get into ADA



        12  compliance.  There are groups, organizations, nonprofits



        13  that are there for us to share and to collaborate and



        14  cooperate with.



        15           Within the DTSC you guys have an emergency



        16  services.  Why have you not brought them here to explain



        17  how you interact with COPAS, and how we can expect to



        18  develop some alternative resources for shutting and



        19  closing Exide?  And again, this is not part of the



        20  hearing.  I know it's part of the remediation of the



        21  homes.



        22           This stuff is what we brought to the advisory



        23  group, and it was never even mentioned.  So when you



        24  guys talk about transparency and public participation,



        25  we're part of the process and your Closure Plan and











                                                                     35

�









         1  blah, blah, blah.  You know what, I'm not going to say



         2  it's all bad, but it ain't all good.  It ain't all good.



         3           And I resent the fact that you all compromise



         4  the integrity of some of our organizations by pandering.



         5  Poverty pimping is what it's called.  I'm going to go



         6  back to my notes here.  Just so you know, I crossed out



         7  stuff that had to do with the remediation of the homes



         8  and mitigation of the community, because it really is



         9  the most important thing.



        10           The quarantine, the tarping and the tenting



        11  immediately.  They do that all over our neighborhood for



        12  bedbugs.  What, you guys can't do it?  What's wrong with



        13  you?  You think we're stupid?  And what about this



        14  declaring the state of emergency?  What about that?



        15  We've been promoting that for a while now.  Soon as



        16  Porter Ranch declared state of emergency, they got all



        17  kinds of access to all kinds of fundings.



        18           So don't try to act like you don't have the



        19  funding or the technologies.  It's all there.  You need



        20  to access it.  Contact your first responders.  That was



        21  another thing that we've been demanding within the



        22  county task force or whatever it's called.



        23           Where were they all this time?  All of a sudden



        24  they are heroes?  All of you have guys have emergency



        25  management services.  You have access to that.  You have
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         1  the Office Emergency Management, which have access to



         2  American Disabilities Advocates and to the notification



         3  systems that you have, which would enable and help the



         4  people to understand what's going on so that we can all



         5  come together and find resources.



         6           Maybe California Conservation Corp will



         7  volunteer.  Maybe -- who knows?  You guys are really --



         8  really not -- you're intentionally -- you're being



         9  intentionally ignorant, and there is no -- that doesn't



        10  stand up in the court of law.  Ignorance of the law is



        11  not an excuse.  That sounds to me kind of like Exide:



        12  Willfully and intentionally ignoring and avoiding



        13  responsibility and not taking advantage of the full



        14  resources that are there and available to you all.



        15           I think we need to put in that Closure Plan



        16  external -- full external oversight of all funds



        17  allocated for the closure.  Any agencies or



        18  organizations that are receiving public funding, et



        19  cetera, whatnot, they need to be contacted.



        20           Maybe there's some emergency funding there



        21  available or some ideas there that can help us to -- for



        22  one thing quarantine, tent, and do a moratorium and



        23  permitting until you guys clean up the mess that you're



        24  responsible for.



        25           These are random points that I have to throw
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         1  together.  Those prompts, I did them on the bus.  The



         2  people on the bus were helping me.  They were saying,



         3  "Yeah, that looks good."  I haven't even begun where I



         4  took access -- which I do have access to the Urban



         5  Indian community, which this here area, this is



         6  considered the capital of the Urban Indian population



         7  outside of the Mexican Indian population, which we are



         8  actually the largest nation.



         9           I want to see that before you guys finalize



        10  this Closure Plan, I'm going to provide it to you guys



        11  again.  Your representatives of the disabilities rights



        12  communities that goes to Sacramento, lobbies for change,



        13  systemic change for disabled groups, the most vulnerable



        14  members of our society.



        15           I'm not saying they are lesser, but I am saying



        16  these people are highly evolved, and you all have never



        17  even cracked one of those pamphlets that I sent to you



        18  via our community chair.  I don't know what happened



        19  there.



        20           I like to give people an opportunity to do the



        21  right thing, just like I want them to give me an



        22  opportunity to do the right thing, even if it's for the



        23  wrong reason.  And when necessary, when there's so much



        24  at stake -- the two-legged people that we are or the



        25  one-legged, even those that are disabled, and all the
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         1  other species, all the outside elements -- all this is



         2  at stake.  I'll be forced to make people do the right



         3  thing.



         4           MR. GHAZI:  (Indiscernible.)



         5           MS. MEJIA:  And you know what, I'm almost done.



         6  You're not going to cut me off, man.  You have a limited



         7  amount of people here.  You guys lost my paper when I



         8  submitted it.  What's up with that?



         9           MR. GHAZI:  With all due respect --



        10           MS. MEJIA:  You're going to have to wait,



        11  Mr. Ghazi.  I'm almost done here.



        12           Okay.  So now I did the external oversight and



        13  they pocket that for, like, two years.  Nobody ever did



        14  anything.  Where is this contaminated equipment being



        15  docked?  Hello.  I worked with the Colorado River Indian



        16  Tribes people.  They are not very happy with you guys



        17  dumping Exide toxic trash in their ancestral homeland.



        18  You might have to find an alternate location.  We'll be



        19  meeting very soon, next weekend, actually.  We'll be



        20  discussing this.



        21           We need to expedite -- okay.  That was for



        22  another time.



        23           Much like at Porter Ranch, we need and insist



        24  that you master conservator -- whatever, be assigned to



        25  both the eviction of Exide toxics and the recovery from
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         1  the toxic holocaust.  Perhaps we need to require all



         2  toxic technologies like Exide to secure bonds to cover



         3  these types of emergency exit and contingency plans.



         4           So as we're moving forward with this Closure



         5  Plan, we need to be mindful that we're setting a



         6  precedent here for all toxic technologies.



         7           Okay.  So look -- just a minute.  You're just



         8  going to wait a minute.  You guys lost my paper, and you



         9  don't even have that many people here.  I've got one



        10  more paper of notes and that's it.



        11           MS. PATEL:  I was going to suggest that you



        12  submit all of your --



        13           MS. MEJIA:  Don't worry about it.  I already



        14  did.  I submitted it to you guys a lot of times, and you



        15  never paid attention to it.  So now you're going to hear



        16  it.



        17           So look it, you know since we -- I think that



        18  it's a good idea for these toxic technologies to



        19  possibly secure bond.  I think DTSC should secure a bond



        20  if they want to continue to operate in our community.



        21  Not only do I not trust them to oversee Exide eviction,



        22  much like Dr. Wells, the technical adviser, but the



        23  community demands it.



        24           I don't even trust the advisory group to



        25  oversee DTSC, to oversee Exide.  Like I said before,
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         1  this advisory club hasn't even deliberated over many of



         2  these ideas, whether it was the GPSing of the toxic



         3  cargo or, you know -- or whether it's using the



         4  railroads or the video surveillance.  All that I have



         5  submitted.



         6           Matter of fact, if you want to see it -- just



         7  right there what you said, it just proves it that you're



         8  not paying attention to the public, you know.  You're



         9  going through the motions.  We need to do a cost-benefit



        10  analysis of the DTSC public participation routine that



        11  they go through.



        12           You don't even know what I'm talking about, do



        13  you?  I've submitted how many times?  I took it to the



        14  state.  Why don't you go to the state website for the



        15  assembly, and you'll see it all uploaded there.  You



        16  guys ought to be ashamed of yourself.



        17           Okay.  So in summary -- and I'll be finishing



        18  very soon.  I'm sure you have a plane to catch or some



        19  cocktails to drink.  GPSing, the video surveillance, the



        20  emergency response notifications, which would help to



        21  alert other agencies that may have some funding sources



        22  there for us or some ideas for responsibly closing down



        23  the Exide toxic technologies plant or at least securing



        24  it in a way that would be safe for the moment so that we



        25  can clean up the rest of the -- come on -- ADA
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         1  compliance.



         2           You guys need to consult the most vulnerable in



         3  our community before you proceed any which way.  Believe



         4  you me, you will.  Again, that goes to the thing -- give



         5  people the opportunity to do the right thing, if not,



         6  we'll force you.  Mitigation rather than remediation,



         7  that should always be, you know, the motive.



         8           Don't just do some ridiculous thing.  "Oh,



         9  maybe we'll do this."  You know, you guys need to do it



        10  thorough -- a thorough evaluation of everything that



        11  you're proposing, and you need to look at every single



        12  option that people provide to you, anyone that proposes



        13  something.



        14           Anyways, the list goes on, but to add insult to



        15  injury -- well, let's just say the Exide toxic holocaust



        16  was preventable foreseeable catastrophe, and we do need



        17  to do a full blown root cause analysis of how we got



        18  here so maybe we can undo some of these damage in a



        19  responsible way.



        20           So you know what, I'm going to let you guys off



        21  the hook.  I'm actually tired of hearing myself talk.  I



        22  wish you guys would take the attention a little bit.  I



        23  don't just come up with this stuff and come down here or



        24  take a 20-hour bus ride to Sacramento or take a two-hour



        25  bus ride from Boyle Heights over here.
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         1           I'm staying the course with this, believe you



         2  me.  I run these ideas by the community.  I don't just



         3  show up and say, "This is what I want."  I run it by



         4  them, ask them.



         5           But in closing, I just have the one last little



         6  present, and I thought I would present this to DTSC.



         7  It's just a fun little toy, kind of a thing, novelty,



         8  you know.  And it reads, "Exide, AQMD, DTSC, and the



         9  nonprofit community advisory club.  Fix it or flush it."



        10  Fix it or flush it.  We need to fix this thing.  I'm



        11  just symbolically presenting it to you.



        12           MR. GHAZI:  You can keep it.



        13           MS. MEJIA:  Don't worry about it.  I am.



        14           Thank you very much.



        15           MR. CEPPOS:  Thank you, Delores.



        16           Next in the queue is Jack Scanlan.  After Jack



        17  will be Lydia and then after, Marta.



        18           MR. SCANLAN:  It really kind of irks me when I



        19  hear all the complaining with no brainpower backing it



        20  up.  Lead is not really toxic that will cause



        21  neurological damage, which means that the few white



        22  people in the room that has some working brains, it will



        23  cause them problems downstream.  Especially if they get



        24  it in their system as a kid.



        25           If you get it in your symptom as an adult, it's
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         1  really not going to do much.  Keep in mind that there



         2  are a lot of people that raise whole families and



         3  grandkids that worked at Exide.  I actually interviewed



         4  there a long time ago.  One of questions they asked me



         5  during the interview, "Would you be willing to submit to



         6  regular blood test to check for lead and some of the



         7  other stuff that you are going to run into here?"  And I



         8  said, "Yes."



         9           They were worried about their employees.  Their



        10  employees stayed there a long time.  It's good work.



        11  Takes a whole lot of brains, good back.  If you could



        12  lift a battery, you can have a job.  So just kind of



        13  keep that in mind.  Lead, unless you get a lot, unless



        14  you're picking up lead chips as a three-year-old and



        15  chewing on it -- lead paint tastes sweet.  If you're not



        16  aware, then you have a problem.



        17           But then if your parents take you down and get



        18  a blood test and they find it, they can put you on



        19  chelation therapy and that will get the blood out of



        20  your system after a while.  It doesn't undo any brain



        21  damage.  That's permanent, but it will stop it.  If you



        22  haven't taken your kids down, they have a free offer



        23  through the state.  I've received two notices.  You get



        24  a free blood test for you and your family.  If you



        25  haven't done that, shame on you.
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         1           Nothing these people can do about you guys



         2  being Mexicans and not getting off your asses; all



         3  right?



         4           AUDIENCE SPEAKER:  Where are you from?



         5           AUDIENCE SPEAKER:  What ship did you get off



         6  of?



         7           MR. CEPPOS:  I'm going to ask that -- this is a



         8  public hearing.  Everybody is entitled to make their



         9  statements.  All I can do is ask that everybody in the



        10  room, current speakers, people who have already spoken,



        11  maintain a level of common control and not get



        12  derogatory.  I cannot control things.  I cannot bring



        13  enforcement, but I'm only going to ask that we all



        14  maintain a level of decorum and a level of respect to



        15  finish this evening out.



        16           MR. SCANLAN:  All right.  So that's something



        17  to be aware of.  I've had the people out -- Mary Sue, a



        18  couple others.  They have to request permission to run a



        19  test on your property for lead contamination.  You have



        20  to actively agree to letting them on your property.  If



        21  you don't, then you don't.  They don't test it.



        22           They have been as nice and courteous a crew of



        23  people that you ever can meet.  All real pleasant.  They



        24  came in -- just not a problem.  So be aware of that.



        25  That's all free too.  It doesn't cost anything.
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         1           And on some of these other stuff, you're just



         2  making a mountain out of a molehill.  This lead is just



         3  not that toxic.  The one girl who got up said they want



         4  to put flags on it -- one guy said that you have a



         5  standard numbering system.



         6           That's not a state requirement.  That's a



         7  federal requirement.  And there is a book of numbers,



         8  and it covers everything from extremely explosive things



         9  and very flammable stuff, through even things like



        10  radioactive, which is rare.  These things that are not



        11  directly toxic like hot melted substances like asphalt



        12  and sulfur, those are required by law to have them.  So



        13  that's something to keep in mind.



        14           And as far as this thing about lifting 100-ton



        15  kettle, have you ever heard of a little town in Russia



        16  called Chernobyl?  You have any idea how much that --



        17  that reactor was built like a pot with a lid, and a lid



        18  that wasn't in any way attached.  A lid that was just



        19  sitting on it.  That lid weighed 2,000 metric tons, and



        20  then it got pumped off.  The important thing is that



        21  they picked that up all in one piece and set it on top



        22  of the reactor.



        23           They regularly put the tops of ships on them.



        24  When they build a ship, they build the bottom and then



        25  top part that sticks up.  And those are from 250 to 500
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         1  tons.  They pick them up all the time.  So something to



         2  keep in mind.



         3           The other thing that really bothered me, the



         4  one girl said that she's back from France and this,



         5  that, and the other.  And this $100 million Exide



         6  cleanup, biggest thing in America?  Keep dreaming.  I



         7  was raised 130 miles south of here in a little town



         8  called Indio.  You go another 30 miles down the road and



         9  you run into a little puddle of water called the Salton



        10  Sea.  That is America's biggest super site, and it is



        11  insolvable.



        12           What they did is they fenced it in, they closed



        13  it off and that's it.  There's almost no people down



        14  there.  Keep in mind too, there have been several cities



        15  over the years that because of making bad decision, like



        16  spraying the streets with oil, which we don't see in



        17  California.  They've had whole cities that has not been



        18  fenced off and closed down.



        19           Be glad that we're not talking about relocating



        20  like the people are complaining about the gas leak.



        21  They are moving out.  You can stay here.  You're fine,



        22  you're not going to get sick, but people up there are



        23  moving.  Think about where would you be if you had to



        24  leave your house.



        25           All right.  Thank you, guys.
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         1           MR. CEPPOS:  We're going to move on to Lydia



         2  and then Marta, and again, please, as you step up,



         3  please state your name for the reporter.



         4           MS. NAHUEL:  Hi.  My name is Lydia Nahuel.



         5  L-y-d-i-a, last name is N-a-h-u-e-l.  And, basically,



         6  what I'm doing is stating the same things that I said



         7  earlier.  Okay.  I'm adding one thing.  I wanted to know



         8  if we can get a written response for the following:  I



         9  don't know California law as much as I do as Florida



        10  law.  So I wanted to know if you could write down a



        11  statement how the bankruptcy from this company is going



        12  to effect the funding, the cleanup, and all the other



        13  different companies that are coming in to help with the



        14  cleanup?



        15           It was explained earlier and shared that there



        16  was special funding put aside, but bankruptcy is a whole



        17  different ballpark.  Once it's completed, the rules may



        18  have changed.  So I would like a written statement when



        19  the actual bankruptcy is completed.  How the cleanup is



        20  going to be affected.



        21           The other thing was educating the public.



        22  That's what I shared earlier, that we should have a mass



        23  mail out explaining that we're going to have meetings in



        24  public libraries explaining on a monthly basis the



        25  effects of the chemicals and how they are going to
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         1  affect the body, because I do believe that it will



         2  affect the body regardless of age, gender, or



         3  nationality.



         4           Thirdly, was the water contaminated?  I'm



         5  very -- I would like something written down stating if



         6  the water that we are drinking and showering, is it



         7  contaminated?  What should we -- as individuals of house



         8  owners or renters should do in getting our water tested?



         9  Because I suggested earlier Home Depot gives out free



        10  water kits that you will fill up a little plastic



        11  container, and you can mail it for free, and then get



        12  the results mailed back to you.



        13           Now, I feel as a community we could do that on



        14  our own, and then submit all the information that we



        15  received to a representative and then see that.



        16           Now, my other thing that I wanted to have



        17  written down as a response is all the expending for the



        18  initial cleanup site, all the inventory, all the funding



        19  as what we spent on a daily, weekly, and monthly -- can



        20  all those records be public so we all know how the



        21  millions of dollars are being broken down in a way that



        22  we know what is happening?



        23           And I also wanted to thank that person that



        24  came up here and talked about having cameras, having



        25  constant surveillance, and the reason I'm requesting
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         1  this or -- you know, an idea about this, is because it



         2  will keep the people that are working honest.



         3           And that's something that we need to be



         4  reassured that the work is being honestly completed to



         5  the levels of the law, versus what is right and what is



         6  okay.  And I think that was it.  Thank you.



         7           MR. CEPPOS:  Thank you.



         8           Marta.



         9           MS. JIMENEZ:  Hello.  I would like to recommend



        10  to have both the city attorney of Los Angeles and the



        11  Los Angeles County Attorney to monitor and oversee the



        12  imminent dismantling of Exide.  Just like Porter Ranch



        13  is requesting to have the presence, I think



        14  Boyle Heights -- all the affected area needs to have the



        15  same duty of care to be observed in the imminent



        16  dismantling.



        17           I know this has already taken place, because I



        18  asked Assembly Member Santiago to really talk to the



        19  city attorney and see how we can also be observing the



        20  process so we won't be alone.



        21           Also, I would like to know if Exide can be even



        22  the responsibility to provide a bond that goes along



        23  with the imminent dismantling of the Exide facility.  I



        24  do a lot of development in Latin America and bids.  The



        25  bank, Banco American, whenever they give us funds, they
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         1  tell us, "There has to be a bond behind your project.



         2  If you build a water waste treatment plan, there needs



         3  to be a bond behind so that in the future, if there are



         4  any vices, hidden damages, this bond can help."



         5           And I know it's innovative, but maybe you guys



         6  can have a way of asking if this money can be gotten



         7  from Exide.  I wish for that to take place.  Maybe it



         8  has never been done in any projects, but having a bond



         9  would ensure that we don't get the vices again that was



        10  done before.



        11           Also, I would like to recommend for DTSC to



        12  create a virtual catalog of all the infrastructure



        13  existing at Exide, be it parts, be it the built



        14  environment.  So when you guys are doing a walk-through



        15  to ensure that this place is in compliance with imminent



        16  dismantling, do you have right now a catalog of the



        17  built environment already in place with pictures



        18  identified?  Yes or no?  I'm asking you.



        19           MR. CEPPOS:  Again, to remind, under the



        20  circumstances of this format --



        21           MS. JIMENEZ:  I just -- because first we were



        22  not allowed to be taped, and now I'm not getting an



        23  answer.  So I feel I'm not getting the right answer that



        24  I need to hear.  And also, I would like to recommend, as



        25  a best practice, to remove all the infrastructure and
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         1  the built environment, not to tarp it, not to cement it.



         2  We don't need to have the presence of that environmental



         3  entity that created an environmental crime and a crime



         4  to humanity.



         5           And to not give any special concessions or



         6  privileges to Exide.  They have already gotten



         7  permission to operate without any permits by the law.



         8  So that's enough for them, and to please follow the



         9  post-911 removal protocols for toxic chemical and



        10  infrastructure that will be transported from one place



        11  to another.



        12           And as part of the advisory council, I just



        13  want to say that in my position, having been assigned by



        14  DTSC and AQMD, all the time I have tried to be the eyes,



        15  heart, and ears to my community that has been affected.



        16           In no time have I used my position to do



        17  otherwise.  I say this because I have been hearing



        18  issues, and I feel that is not correct.  I also feel



        19  kind of disenfranchised, because I read in the news that



        20  there was a visit to Sacramento, yet I, as an advisory



        21  council member, never knew about it until now.  So I



        22  feel that we need to play fair.



        23           If you really want us to be eyes, heart, and



        24  ears, we need to be communicating.  I wish I had known



        25  that our president was going to have that responsibility
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         1  and that he would have conveyed it to us.  I have been



         2  the person who have asked to have a virtual -- not a



         3  virtual, but actually walking on the premises of Exide



         4  so that we can know what we are up against.



         5           So I'm glad he was able to go and be our hearts



         6  and ears, but we need not to limit that information.  We



         7  are the eyes, heart, and ears to the community.  We just



         8  want to make you better.  I don't know why that



         9  happened, but I am not a token.  I am somebody that



        10  really takes at heart the needs and aspirations of the



        11  community.



        12           And I wish that that doesn't take place anymore



        13  again.  And also I want for a university, let it be my



        14  alma mater, UCLA or USC, to oversee the process of



        15  dismantling Exide.  It has to be somebody that is not



        16  politically motivated or affiliated.  It has to be



        17  somebody else.  I had already made that recommendation,



        18  but then nothing happened, as I did not hear that you



        19  guys may be assigning on site a university.



        20           And also, I wish there could be a congressional



        21  inquiry on behalf of our community as soon as possible



        22  to ensure that Exide does not encapsulate the artifices



        23  of the environmental crime.  Exide needs to be removed,



        24  not tarp, covered.  It needs to be away from us because



        25  it will always a reminder of what happened to a
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         1  community that was not able to use its voice at the



         2  right time to stop the crime.



         3           And finally, I want for the EPA to declare



         4  Exide as the worst polluter in the United States by



         5  positioning a bilingual big sign so everyone can know.



         6  That's a way of shaming them for what they have done.



         7           In the past I have asked if maybe the



         8  California legislator or the senate can come up with a



         9  law to not allow Exide to sell their batteries in the



        10  State of California because of the damage that they did



        11  to us.  Yet, if you walk in Boyle Heights and East L.A.,



        12  you see signs posted in auto parts location where Exide



        13  is selling their batteries.



        14           So I feel that's an insult to our community,



        15  and it is not fair.  Also, to come up with a cueing plan



        16  for all those trucks.  I know you told me that it's just



        17  a few trucks.  A few trucks with a lot of contamination



        18  can create a major problem.  So please do something



        19  before things happen.



        20           And I thank you for taking the time to listen.



        21  And please go and see what Porter Ranch is doing with



        22  the proton technology to get rid of the emissions that



        23  are coming up from underground so we can be able to be



        24  empowered as a community and also invite Governor Brown



        25  to come over and see the biggest environmental crime in
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         1  our community.



         2           We also deserve his presence.  As we voted for



         3  him, he needs to come, allocate extra funding, look into



         4  the special bond that I am asking for to see if it can



         5  be doable.  But I just don't want to give ideas and then



         6  things not get done.  Please follow through.



         7           I'm happy to see the many things that you have



         8  followed through from hearing advisory members, but you



         9  can be at a better position if you were to do those



        10  recommendations.  Thank you.



        11           MR. CEPPOS:  Thank you, Marta.



        12           I'm going to hand the final comments over to



        13  our hearing officer, Su, and then we will conclude and



        14  adjourn for the evening.



        15           MS. MEJIA:  So we take it there's no additional



        16  comments from anyone?



        17           MR. CEPPOS:  Okay.  I do not have cards.



        18           Are there any other comments?



        19           I do not have any other cards.  Go ahead, sir.



        20           MR. BURKE:  I'm sorry.  I might as well, you



        21  know.



        22           MR. CEPPOS:  The gentleman is coming.  He's



        23  going to go ahead and fix the mic.



        24           MR. BURKE:  My name is Richard.  I live in the



        25  City of Commerce, and there are some people here from
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         1  Commerce that are concerned about the issues at hand.



         2  You're proposing several ways of removing the lead from



         3  the facility there, but at one point in time you said it



         4  wasn't a question of cost.  Well, if it's not a question



         5  of cost -- and I should have asked questions earlier --



         6  then what exactly is the most efficient way of getting



         7  rid of that material?



         8           Honestly speaking, I don't know who you are or



         9  what you do.  You're a scientist up there.  I would



        10  imagine that you would have the answer to all of this.



        11  Exactly which is the most efficient way of getting rid



        12  of the material?  What's safe for everyone?  So I would



        13  imagine you would have more suggestions, and unless



        14  those are the only alternatives to eliminating the mess.



        15           Encapsulating, I don't know anything about



        16  that, but if that stuff is seeping to the water, how do



        17  you encapsulate that?  But if there is a safe way of



        18  doing it -- then you're talking about Chernobyl.  Well,



        19  okay.  No one can live there.  But why would you cover a



        20  ground to look at it and say, "Well, we can't live



        21  there"?  That's like your mini Chernobyl and that's



        22  what's there.  That's what's covering it.



        23           We have no access to it.  It's no longer



        24  available to anyone because there's a disaster.  So



        25  there has to be a better way.  You are a scientist, give
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         1  us an answer.  That's it.



         2           MS. MEJIA:  Excuse me.  I wanted to respond,



         3  please.



         4           MR. CEPPOS:  Wait.  Wait.  The format here is



         5  not a call and response.



         6           MS. MEJIA:  Excuse me --



         7           MR. CEPPOS:  No.  Excuse me.  That is not the



         8  format.  The format is this is a public hearing.  This



         9  is a format for a public hearing.  I want to check and



        10  see if there are any other people who have not yet



        11  spoken.  Is there anybody else that has not yet spoken



        12  that would like to speak?



        13           Seeing none.  We had accommodated for



        14  additional comments, but at this point in time and



        15  because of the time of the evening, I'm going to ask



        16  that there be a time limit, and that everybody have no



        17  more than three minutes, at which point, I will go ahead



        18  and step in.



        19           So, Delores, if you want to make a comment, I'm



        20  going to give you three minutes.



        21           And then Marta, you additionally would like to



        22  say something?



        23           MS. JIMENEZ:  Yes.



        24           MS. MEJIA:  I just wanted a quick response



        25  because apparently, perhaps, someone had misunderstood
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         1  what I said about tarping and tenting and quarantine.



         2           I only stated that so that it should be done



         3  immediately until you guys figure out -- you know,



         4  finish scratching your asses and figuring out what we



         5  should do here.



         6           I'm not saying to just tarp and tent it and



         7  have a flea market there.  No.  I'm saying to contain



         8  that material until such a time that a reasonable and



         9  responsible efficient way to either contain it on site



        10  until something better comes along or to break it down



        11  and remove it.  But not to across county, Arizona,



        12  Colorado River.



        13           Colorado River -- Indian tribes across county



        14  -- the Colorado River Indian tribes do not want any more



        15  toxic trash being exported from California over there.



        16  I'm just saying, let's get that clear.  Tarping,



        17  tenting, quarantine, is for immediate stabilizing of the



        18  area until you guys finally access all the resources



        19  that are available to us through FEMA, through -- I



        20  don't know, the Conservation Corp, through Emergency



        21  Management, then -- then we can proceed.



        22           But I'm just saying for now, that would be a



        23  measure to stabilize.  That's what my thoughts are.



        24  Have a good night, everybody.  Let's try to move on.



        25           MR. CEPPOS:  Marta.
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         1           And again, the purpose of this whole hearing is



         2  not to provide counterpoint, it's to provide comments.



         3           MS. JIMENEZ:  I just want to make sure that at



         4  the next meeting when we meet again that we get a copy,



         5  verbatim, of the report that she is making available.



         6  Because as a public record, I think we should have



         7  access to it and also to forward it to the governor,



         8  because there were some questions addressed to the



         9  governor for recommendations to make sure that he will



        10  be an advocate for DTSC.



        11           For example, when I said that there is a need



        12  to create a bond within the project as well, that's to



        13  protect the community from imminent hidden vices and



        14  damages.  If the governor can do that, and if he can



        15  come over just like he went to Porter Ranch, that would



        16  be great.  We are also asking for that constitutionally



        17  as a community.  Thank you.



        18           MR. CEPPOS:  Thank you, Marta.



        19           At this point in time, we're going to hand over



        20  closing comments to Su Patel.



        21           MS. PATEL:  I thank you all for your comments.



        22  Thank you all for coming.  This concludes our hearing



        23  tonight for Exide Draft Closure Plan and DTSC's Draft



        24  Environmental Impact Report for Exide Technologies



        25  located at 2700 South Indiana Street, in the City of
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         1  Vernon here in California.



         2           For the record, it is February 3rd, and the



         3  time is quarter to 11:00 -- quarter to 10:00.  I'm



         4  sorry.



         5           Thank you all.  Thank you, City of Commerce,



         6  for your great hospitality every time we come, and thank



         7  you all for taking the time to come this evening.



         8           MR. CEPPOS:  We are adjourned.



         9                 (Whereupon the proceedings were concluded



        10                 at 9:47 p.m.)
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