
                                                                                                                                                              

  

DTSC Orders Exide Technologies Lead Battery 
Recycling Facility in Vernon to Suspend 

The California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) today ordered 
the Exide battery recycling facility in Vernon, California to suspend operations 
after receiving information that the Exide battery recycling facility is continuously 
releasing hazardous waste into the soil. The order takes effect immediately. 
 
This follows a recent report by the South Coast Air Quality Management District 
(SCAQMD) that shows the company’s inability to control airborne emissions at 
its plant. 
 
“Protection of the community’s health and the environment are paramount,” said 
DTSC Director Debbie Raphael. “This order stops releases and exposures that 
are completely unacceptable.” 
 
The Exide Technologies facility at 2700 South Indiana Street in Vernon, recycles 
lead from used automotive batteries and other sources. About 22 million 
automotive batteries are recycled each year at the plant. 
 
Recent reports submitted by the facility to DTSC show that the plants’ 
underground hazardous waste degraded pipelines are out of compliance with 
California's stringent hazardous waste requirements, and are releasing toxic metal-
bearing water and pose a risk to the environment.   
 
These hazardous waste violations, plus the ongoing risks brought to light by the 
SCAQMD report show that the facility’s current management of hazardous waste 
is unsafe. 
 
“This new information provides clear evidence that this suspension is necessary,” 
said Brian Johnson, who heads DTSC’s Hazardous Waste Management Program. 
“After the latest information came to light on the conditions of the underground 
pipes, coupled with the SCAQMD report, DTSC is convinced that the most 
responsible course of action is to suspend the facility operations.” 
 
The order requires Exide to demonstrate that it can operate without posing a 
significant health risk and stop the ongoing release of hazardous waste in the 
pipelines before the suspension is lifted. 
  

Web links for further information: 
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/HazardousWaste
/Projects/exide.cfm 

For further information contact 
the following DTSC staff: 
Chia-Rin Yen, Project Manager 
9211 Oakdale Avenue 
Chatsworth, CA 91311-6520 
E-mail: ChiaRin.Yen@dtsc.ca.gov 
Phone: (818) 717-6681 
 
Tim Chauvel, Public 
Participation Specialist 
5796 Corporate Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630-4732 
E-mail: Tim.Chauvel@dtsc.ca.gov 
Phone: (714) 484-5487 

 
For media inquiries contact: 
Sandy Nax 
E-mail: Snax@dtsc.ca.gov 
Phone: (916) 327- 6114 
 
FOR GENERAL INQUIRIES: 
Contact DTSC by phone at (800) 
728-6942 or visit www.dtsc.ca.gov 
To report illegal handling, discharge, 
or disposal of hazardous waste, call 
the Waste Alert Hotline at  
(800) 698-6942. 
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The mission of DTSC is to protect California’s people and environment from harmful effects of toxic substances through  
the restoration of contaminated resources, enforcement, regulation and pollution prevention. 
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NOTICE TO HEARING IMPAIRED INDIVIDUALS: TYY users may use the California Relay Service at 711. Please see contact names above.  


