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On :fo-l'\U4rttl ~l lOt3, the Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), California
Environment I Protection Agency, conducted an inspection at:

Facil ity Name: 'T1-'k. 1IJ«C':')cle. Def"'v,-.LVlc..

Fac ility Address: ~1{1o I Avo , .0'-1. ('Gd :5h ey,/ ,'V i se-tio-

EPA ID Number: County: --r-'d Q V',,-,

As a result of this complaint investigation, violations of hazardous waste laws, regulations,
and requirements listed on the attached pages were discovered. All violations must be
corrected; the actions you must take to correct the violations are listed with each violation. If
you disagree with any of the violations or proposed corrective actions listed in this Summary
of Violations, you should inform DTSC. Additional violations may be found after the site visit,
and these will be identified in the Violation section of the inspection report .

You may request a meeting with DTSC to discuss the inspection or the Summary of
Vio lations. The issuance of this Summary of Violations does not preclude DTSC from taking
administrative, civil, or criminal action as a result of the violations noted in the Summary of
Violations or violations that have not been corrected within the time provided. A false
statement that compliance has been achieved is a violation of the law and punishable by a
fine of not less than $2,000 or more than $25,000 for each occurrence. DTSC may re-inspect
this facility at any time. .
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Department If Toxic sUbstinces Control
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Facility Name:The Recycle Depot. Inc,!, 8461 Ave 304 (Goshen). Visalia Date: March28, 2013

" ,
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SECTION I: NON - MINOR VIOLATIONS AND: REQUIRED CORRECTIVE,
ACTION (Violations not considered Minor Violations)

!. !.

You must correct the following vlolatlonts) within the specitied time frame for each violation., ,

1. The Recycle Depot, Inc. 8461 Ave\304,Visalia site (Rb-V)violated California Health and
Safety Code (HSC), section 25201 (a) and California ICode of Regulations (Cal. Code
Regs.), title 22, section 66262.1 O(n),in thatRD-VaccEipted, stored, treated, and/or
disposed of hazardous waste at a [facility, area, and/d>r site, without a hazardous waste
facilities permit or other grant of authorlzatlon from the Department of Toxic Substances
Control (Department), to wit:

A. On and/or before January 24,2013, RD-V accepted hazardous waste (major
appliances) from the866 E. 5th 'Street, Hanford fa~i1ity (RD-H5). According to Mr. Jeff
Prins, owner and operator of RD-V,major appliances received from the public at the
RD-H5 facility are crushed without the prior removal of any materials requiring special
handling (MRSH). The crushed appliances are thenloaded into Recycle Depot trucks
and transported to RD-V's facility for further processing in the shredder. Mercury­
containing components in major appliances, vehicles, and other products are classified
as California listed hazardous waste codes M001iand M002 (see Cal. Code Regs.,
title 22, section 66261.50). Major appliances, vehicles, and products from which
mercury-containing components have not been removed are also classified as
California listed hazardous waste. There is no m(nimum threshold or concentration
limit for the mercury contained 'in these items. B~cause RD-H5failed to remove
mercury switches and/or components from maiorjappltances prior to being crushed,
the crushed appliancestransported to RD-V's facility are California M002listed
hazardous wastes.

B. On and/or before January 24, 2013, RD-V stored [hazardous waste received from the
RD·H5 facility. According to Mr. Prins, RD-V's facility received crushed major
appliances (containing MRSH) and processed them in the shredder at RD-V.
Additionally, RD-V stored crushed appliances (cohtaining MRSH) in uncontained piles
on the ground.

C. RD-V accepted and stored electronic devices without authorization from the
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Department. On January 24, ~013, Department ~taff observed electronlc devices
(microwave ovens and compuier towers) in the srrap metal unloading area of RD-V.

D. On and/or before January 24,2013, RD-V treated hazardous waste (appliance and
auto shredder fluff) without aU~horization from th~ Kings County's Certified Unified
Program Agency (CUPA).Acc6rding to Mr. Prins,iRD-V's facility received crushed
major appliancesthat contained MRSH and processed them in a shredder at RD-V.
Additionally, Mr. Prins stated 1~at mercury switches were not removed from vehicles
prior to being processed in the shredder. Treatin~.,hazardous wastes requires a permit
from the CUPA pursuant to C I. Code Regs., title 22, section 66261.24(a)(2).

!

E. On and/or before January 24, ' 013, RD-V dispo~ed of hazardous waste onto the
unpaved soil in the active scrab metal proeesslnq area based on samples collected by
Department staff (See attached analyticallaboratpry reports).

I •
I !

2. RD-V violated Cal. Code Regs., titli,e 22, sections 662b2.10(h), 66262.34(a)(4), and
66265.31, in that on and/or before! January 24, 2013) RD-V failed to minimize the release
of hazardous waste or hazardous jwaste constltuents.. to the air, soil, or surface water
which could threaten human health or the environment. Specifically, RD-V failed to
remove MRSH from appliances and vehicles prior toicrushing and/or shredding, which
resulted in releases of hazardous Waste onto the gro'und. Soil samples collected by
Department staff on January 24, 2:013, in RD-V's scrap metal crushing area, contained
metals that exceeded regulatory thresholds, (See attached analytical laboratory reports).

Schedule for Compliance for Vio,lations 1 and 2:

RD-V shall immediately cease acceptlnq, storing, tre~ting, and/or dlsposlnq of hazardous
waste without authorization from th~ Department or tHe Certified Unified Program Agency
(CUPA). Additionally, RD-V shall collect, contain, and properly dispose of any
contaminated scrap metal residual wastes released onto any surface areas.

3. RD-V violated HSC, section 25211 let seq., in that on and/or before January 24,2013, it
failed to remove MRSH from all major appliances andl vehicles in whleh they are contained
prior to crushing and/or shredding at RD-V. RD-V also failed to do the following: failed to
submit a monthly orphaned appliances report; failed t~ make available for inspection and
retain records required under HSCsection 25211 et seq.for a period <i>f three years; and
failed to record and maintain the amount, by volume or weight or both of each material that
reqUired special handling.

SchedUle for Compliance for Violation 3:

RD-V shall immediately cease accepting any major appliances until such time that RD-V
can demonstrate to the Department that it is capable Of properly removing MRSH from all
major appliances and vehicles and that RD-V can comply with the provisions of HSC
Chapter 6.5, section 25211 et. seq. and the Public Resources Code Chapter 3.5, section
42160 et seq.
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4. RD-V violated Cal. Code Regs"s1tion ~6263.23(b),lin that RD-V transported hazardous
waste to an unauthorized facility. pn an~/or before January 24,2013, RD-V transported
scrap bottoms and appliance and lauto shredder fluff,to the10716 8th Ave Hanford site
(RD-H8), an unauthorized facilitY'Ecrap bottoms and appliance and auto shredder fluff are
hazardous waste based on sampiles collected by Department staff and analyzed by the
Department's ECl (See attachedllabOrarOry reports)!'

Schedule for Compliance for ViJlatio~. 4: \

RD-V shall immediately cease tra Isporti~9 hazardou~ waste to the RD-H facility. RD-V
shall ensure that all future shiPme~ts of hazardous waste are destined for facilities that are
authorized to receive and dispose of hazardous waste,

I' i

5. RD-V violated HSC section 25163] in that on and/or ~efore January 24,2013, RD-V
transported hazardous waste in it;lown ve.hides with~ut a valid registration from the
Department. According to Mr. Pri1s, RON transports, on a weekly basis, appliance and
auto shredder fluff (a hazardous wiste, see attached 1,laboratory repolts)from its RD-V
facility to the RD-H8 facility. i

t i

Schedule for Compliance for Viblation 5:,

RD-V shall immediately cease tra~sportih9 hazardoJs waste unless lit obtains a valid
hazardous waste transporter regi*ration from the D~partment.

6. RD-V violated HSC section 25160(p)(1) in that,on and/or before January 24,2013, RD­
Vfailed to complete any hazardouslwaste manifests prlor to the time shipments of
hazardous waste were transported'or offered for transportatlon. According to Mr. Prins,
RD-V transports appliance and auto shredder fluff (a hazardous waste, see attached
laboratory reports) as a non-hazardous waste from its RD-V facility to the RD-H8facility on

! I

a weekly basis. , I
I I,

ISchedule for Compliance for Vio'ation 6: I

Prior to offering any hazardous waJte for transportaticn, RD-V shall complete a hazardous
waste manifest. , !

,

7. RD-V violated 66263.20in that, on ~nd/or before Janubry 24,2013, RP-V accepted and
transported shipments of hazardous wastes without a!lmanifest. According to Mr. Prins,
RD-V transports appliance and auto shredder fluff (? ~azardous, ,:"aste, see attache~.

laboratory reports) as a non-hazardous waste from ItslRD-V facility to the RD-H8facllity on
a weekly basis. I

Schedule for Compliance for Viol~tions7:

RON shall not accept or transport any hazardous waste without a manifest. In addition,
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RD-V shall not transport any haza~dous waste until it, becomes a re(listered hazardous
waste transporter. I. I

! •

8. RD-Vviolated Cal. Code Regs., titl~ 22,sections 662(\0.200 and6626;2.11 in that, on and/or
before January 24, 2013,RD-V failled to determine if theappliance and auto shredder fluff
and scrap bottomswerehazardous wastes.

Schedule for Compliance for Vitiation 8:

RD-V shall.make a determinati~n ih accordance With:.the regulations 'that any waste it
generates IS properly charactenze~ as hazardous or ron-hazardous.

9. RD-V violated Cal. Code Regs., title 22, section 662~3.32(c)(1), in that, RD-V failed to
notify the Department in writing 3p' calendar days prior to accepting pny electronic
devices. On January 24, 2013, Department staff observed electronic devices
(microwaves and computer towef> in the metal scr1p unloading area at the RD-V facility.

Schedule for Compliance for Vi~'ation 9: I

RD-V shall immediately cease acc~Ptingelectronic d~vices until it complies with the
requirements set forth in Cal. Cod~ Regs., title 22, se.ction 66273.71 et seq.

10. RD-V violated Cal. Code Regs., tit\e 22, sections 662·p2.30, 66262.31,66262.32, and
66262.33 in that, on and/or before Uanuary 24, 2013, !RD-V failed to package, label, mark,
and placard hazardous waste in accordance with applicable United States Department of
Transportation (USDOT) requlatloris for hazardous M:aterials. Accorqing to Mr. Prins, RD­
V transported appliance and auto ~hredder fluff (a hazardous waste, see attached
laboratory reports) as a non-hazardous waste from it~ RD-V facility to the RD-H8facilityon
a weekly basis. .

Schedule for Compliance for Violation10:

RD-V shall package, label, mark, and placard all futur~ shipments of hazardous waste in
accordance with applicable USDOT regulations.
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