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Margaret Rosegay 
tel 415.983.1305 

margaret.rosegay@pillsburylaw.com 
 

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP 
50 Fremont Street  |  San Francisco, CA  94105-2228  |  tel 415.983.1000  |  fax 415.983.1200 

MAILING ADDRESS:  P. O. Box 7880  |  San Francisco, CA  94120-7880 

 

Via E-Mail 

May 21, 2012 

Debbie Raphael 
Director 
Department of Toxic Substances Control  
1001 I Street 
P.O. Box 806 
Sacramento, CA  95812-0806 

Re: Technical Memo on Auto Shredder Residue Treatment Process 

Dear Ms. Raphael: 

As requested, enclosed is a copy of a Technical Memorandum on the in-line treatment 
process for auto shredder residue (“ASR”).  This report was prepared by Mark 
Guatney. P.E., EnviroSure Solutions, LLC, and Dr. George Trezek, Emeritus 
Professor, University of California, Berkeley, the original founder of the ASR 
treatment process.  This report explains the chemical principles of fixation and 
stabilization that underlie the treatment process, and concludes that the treatment 
process results in a significant, long-term reduction in the solubility of residual metals 
contained in ASR.  The demonstrated effectiveness of the treatment process served as 
the basis for the decision by the Department of Health Services in the 1980s to 
declassify ASR because it possesses mitigating physical and chemical characteristics 
that render it insignificant as a hazard to human health and the environment.  The 
attached report substantiates this conclusion, based on analytical data collected since 
the original treatment studies were conducted. 

We look forward to discussing the report with the Department and resuming a more 
comprehensive dialog on other critical regulatory issues of concern to the California 
shredding industry.  The subject of reasonable, cost-effective treatment standards, 
especially for zinc, but for other constituents as well, is of vital importance to the 
industry and should be high on the agenda. 
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I will follow up with Reed Sato regarding possible meeting dates over the next few 
weeks.  We are anxious to learn of the results of the Department’s review of the 
industry and to begin to move forward in developing a regulatory approach that meets 
the needs of both the Department and the industry.    

Thank you.              

Very truly yours, 
 

 
 
Margaret Rosegay 
 
Enclosure 

cc: Reed Sato 
Odette Madriago 

 Rick Brausch 
 Scott Sloan 

Melissa Cohen 
 Terry Adams 
 Bob Hoffman, Esq. 
  

 


