
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

Department of Toxic Substances Control

Media Advisory 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Deborah O. Raphael, Director 

FOR PLANNING PURPOSE Contact: Charlotte Fadipe 
EMBARGOED until 10am Tuesday, July 17, 2012 CFadipe@dtsc.ca.gov 
 (916) 956-2838 

 Charles Margulis 
 Charles@ceh.org 
 (510) 697-0615 

DTSC and CEH to Enforce Toxic- Jewelry Law 

Taking Action Against “Bad Bling” 

SACRAMENTO, CA. – On Tuesday, July 17th Law enforcement officers from the California 
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and staff of the nonprofit Center for 
Environmental Health (CEH) will hold a visual press conference, in Los Angeles, to announce a 
significant step in the fight to protect consumers from sellers of fashion jewelry containing toxic 
levels of lead and/or cadmium. 

This action focuses on fashion jewelry stores in the downtown Angeles area which sell a significant 
amount of the jewelry.  

California’s Metal-containing Jewelry Law prohibits stores owners from selling jewelry that contains 
excessive amounts of lead and or cadmium.  DTSC has previously warned several stores in the 
region about these violations. 

Who: 
 Brian Johnson, DTSC Deputy Director of Enforcement  
 Michael Green Executive Director CEH 

Where:  Pershing Square (south side), downtown Los Angeles, CA 90013 

When: Tuesday, July 17th 2012 10 am 

Visuals: These include jewelry being screened for lead and cadmium content with an X-Ray 
Fluorescence analyzer and samples of the suspected tainted jewelry. DTSC and CEH officials will 
be available for interviews 

PLEASE RSVP:  Accredited members of the media who would like to attend should email 
Cfadipe@dtsc.ca.gov and Charles@ceh.org .Following the press event, there will be a media 
conference call at 11:15 a.m. to brief accredited reporters who cannot physically attend.  
Call 877-920-8432 Pass code: 741502 

# # # 

FOR GENERAL INQUIRIES:  Contact the Department of Toxic Substances Control by phone at 
(800) 728-6942 or visit www.dtsc.ca.gov.  To report illegal handling, discharge, or disposal of 
hazardous waste, call the Waste Alert Hotline at (800) 698-6942.   

 The Mission of DTSC is to protect California’s people and environment from harmful effects of toxic 
substances by restoring contaminated properties, identifying and promoting safer ingredients in 
consumer products, and ensuring stewardship through enforcement, regulation and pollution 
prevention.  


