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William McDonough, author of the influential book “Cradle to Cradle” and an 
internationally known architect, will discuss how green principles can reinvigorate 

California’s economy and job market. 
 

WHAT:   
• William McDonough’s groundbreaking “Cradle to Cradle” philosophy emphasizes how 

products can be designed and manufactured so that their materials can be reused without 
producing waste. McDonough will discuss his approach – and how, coupled with 
California’s Green Chemistry Initiative to wring toxic substances out of consumer and 
industrial products, it’s fueling a new generation of businesses and jobs in California,  
creating a vibrant financial future built on 21st century science and technology. 

 

WHO: 
• William McDonough, co-author with the German chemist Michael Braungart of the 2002 

groundbreaking book “Cradle to Cradle: Remaking the Way We Make Things.” McDonough 
has spoken around the world on how designing factories, businesses and consumer 
products around the “cradle to cradle” concept can create new economic power.  
 

He was awarded the Presidential Award for Sustainable Development, the nation’s highest 
environmental award, in 1996, and in 2003 earned the Presidential Green Chemistry 
Challenge Award from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. In 1999, McDonough 
was recognized by Time magazine as a “Hero for the Planet”; the magazine also honored 
McDonough and Braungart as “Heroes of the Environment” in 2007.   
 

• Maziar Movassaghi, acting director of the California Department of Toxic Substances 
Control. The Department of Toxic Substances Control is leading the state’s Green 
Chemistry Initiative, signed into law by Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger in September 2008. 
Green chemistry’s goal is simple: to create products that reduce or eliminate the use – and 
generation – of hazardous substances. 

 
WHERE:  Cal/EPA headquarters, 1001 I St., Sacramento.  

 

WHEN:  11 a.m. – noon, Monday, July 6. 
 

CONTACT:  Wayne Davis 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Office (916) 322-4985 
Cell: (916) 956-1151 
wdavis@dtsc.ca.gov 

 

# # # 
 

FOR GENERAL INQUIRIES: Contact the Department of Toxic Substances Control by phone at (800) 728-6942 or visit www.dtsc.ca.gov.  
To report illegal handling, discharge, or disposal of hazardous waste, call the Waste Alert Hotline at (800) 698-6942.  

The mission of the Department of Toxic Substances Control is to protect public health, safety, and the 
environment from toxic harm.
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