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DTSC Certifies River Street Redevelopment Site in Santa Cruz 
 

Berkeley --- The California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) today 
announced certification of the hazardous substances cleanup at the 1.4 acre River Street 
Redevelopment site located at 125 River Street in Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz County. 
 
DTSC’s certification means that all environmental cleanup activities, required by the cleanup 
plan approved by DTSC, are complete.  The site is now suitable for multi-family residential 
and commercial land use and development. 
  
“We are pleased that cleanup activities at this brownfields site are complete and this section 
of River Street can now be put back to productive use,” said DTSC Director B.B. Blevins. 
 
The River Street site is one of many brownfield sites throughout California where DTSC has 
overseen the investigation, cleanup, and certified the property for reuse.  Brownfield sites are 
urban or rural, industrial, or abandoned properties that are contaminated or thought to be 
contaminated, and are often underutilized due to environmental cleanup costs or liability 
concerns.  
 
The site is located in the central business district of Santa Cruz and has been used for 
commercial and industrial operations for more than 100 years.  Historical uses of the property 
include automobile service(fueling and repair); storage of coal, tar, coke, and lime associated 
with an adjacent manufactured gas plant; blacksmith and iron works; marble and granite 
works; mechanical and electrical contracting operations; and office complexes. 
 
From 1997 through 2001, soil and groundwater samples were collected at the River Street 
site and analyzed in a series of investigations.  Elevated levels of lead, petroleum 
hydrocarbons, polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), and volatile organic compounds 
were found in site soils.  Benzene, PAHs, and petroleum hydrocarbons were detected in the 
site’s groundwater above state cleanup standards. 
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In 1998, DTSC entered into an Expedited Remedial Action Enforceable Agreement with 
Wilson Entities, Ltd. to cleanup contaminants at the site.  DTSC modified this agreement in 
January 2001 to add the following parties: Pacific Gas and Electric and Andrew and Cynthia 
Lenz. 
 
In June 2003, DTSC approved the final cleanup plan for the site.  Cleanup activities, which 
began in October 2004, included removal of 8,660 cubic yards of contaminated soil at the 
site, disposing of contaminated soil offsite at an appropriate landfill, and backfilling excavated 
areas of the site with clean soil.  Groundwater at the site, which was never a source of 
drinking water for the surrounding community, was treated in place to enhance the natural 
breakdown of contaminants by a method called “enhanced insitu biological degradation.”  
Ongoing groundwater monitoring will also occur at the site. 
 
 
       # # # 

 
The Department of Toxic Substances Control’s mission is to restore, protect, and 

enhance the environment and ensure public health, environmental quality and 
economic vitality by regulating hazardous waste, conducting and overseeing 

cleanups, and developing and promoting pollution prevention. 
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