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Video Available of Recovery Act Funds Putting Californians to Work! 
 

SACRAMENTO – One year after President Obama signed the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA), DTSC is releasing video clips showing how the funds have 
helped to revitalize California’s abandoned toxic properties and put people to work.  
 
Working as partners, the state Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) and the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) have attracted more than $25 million 
in Recovery Act funds to remove harmful chemicals from properties, making them 
available once again for economic use.  
 

• Frontier Fertilizer Superfund site in Davis, CA Click here to see video of 
Recovery Act funds at work:   
Frontier Fertilizer, which received $2.5 million in Recovery Act funds, utilizes 
technology that heats the soil to remove industrial contaminants from both the 
soil and groundwater. The project created 10 jobs immediately and is expected 
to create additional jobs in the future. The former fertilizer production site was 
abandoned and cleanup costs fell to the state and federal governments. 

 
• Martin Building Company in San Francisco, CA Click here to see video of 

Recovery Act funds at work:  
This project received $1.675 million in Recovery Act funds for construction of 
180 residential units, a restaurant, retail stores, and a day-care center. The 
project has already hired 24 workers for the initial site cleanup. The 
redevelopment will create or save about 200 new construction jobs and 90 
new permanent jobs. In addition, the redevelopment project is expected to 
generate $1.2 million in annual sales and property tax revenue. 

 
• Iron Mountain Superfund site in Redding, CA  

This project was awarded $20.67 million in Recovery Act funds to clean up 
contaminated sediments at the Spring Creek Arm of Keswick Reservoir near 
Redding. The project accelerates cleanup by 18 months and has created or 
saved 20 jobs. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8d8Ge4vHEw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLBlL9GaMvw


 
 “We were able to put Californians to work right away and increase the speed at which 
the cleanup work could be accomplished,” said DTSC Acting Director Maziar 
Movassaghi. “These projects not only protect public health and cleanup our 
environment, they help revitalize our communities. We provided the seed money, got 
the ball rolling, allowing for uses that will stimulate the state’s economy and promote job 
growth.” 
 
“U.S. EPA has provided a significant amount of money to support cleanup and 
revitalization efforts in California," said Jared Blumenfeld, U.S. EPA's Regional 
Administrator for the Pacific Southwest.  "We're glad to see Recovery Act funds being 
effectively used to create jobs while benefitting public health and the environment. The 
agency is committed to working with our state and local partners to identify ways even 
more green jobs can be created." 
 
U.S. EPA awarded $23.5 million in Recovery Act funds to the most contaminated 
“Superfund” sites, while $1.8 million went to a DTSC revolving loan program that 
provides low-interest loans and grants to California communities for cleaning 
contaminated urban and rural sites. 
 
These ARRA funds have done just what they were designed to do, stimulate the 
economy and get Americans back to work. In addition, these California projects are 
contributing to improving the environment by cleaning up areas left vacant, speeding up 
projects that needed additional funds, and removing toxic chemicals and hazardous 
wastes from California’s communities.  
 

# # # 
 

FOR GENERAL INQUIRIES: Contact the Department of Toxic Substances Control by 
phone at (800) 728-6942 or visit www.dtsc.ca.gov. To report illegal handling, discharge, 
or disposal of hazardous waste, call the Waste Alert Hotline at (800) 698-6942.  
 

The mission of the Department of Toxic Substances Control is to provide the  
highest level of safety, and to protect public health and the environment from 

toxic harm. 

 


