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DTSC Files Complaint Against Hazardous Waste Company

The California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) announced today that the
California Attorney General’s Office has filed a civil complaint on DTSC’s behalf against Filter
Recycling Services, Inc. (FRS), a hazardous waste management facility located at 180 W Monte
Avenue, Rialto, San Bernardino County, California, and its owner, Jon L. Bennett Jr. DTSC issued
an operating permit to FRS which allows the company to accept and manage specific, identified
hazardous waste streams, and outlines the manner in which FRS must manage, handle and
transport such wastes.

The complaint, filed in Los Angeles County Superior Court alleges that between 2007 and 2012,
FRS violated the California Hazardous Waste Control Law (HWCL) by accepting hazardous waste
it is not authorized to handle, including but not limited to:

e Water contaminated with gasoline;

e Water contaminated with benzene; and

e Pesticides.

The complaint also alleges that FRS further violated the state law by:
e Failing to store ignitable hazardous waste in an authorized manner;
e Misrepresenting its activities in the facility’s operating records; and
e Using an unregistered transporter.

The complaint contains a total of 11 causes of action. The alleged violations were discovered
during a series of DTSC investigations and inspections in 2007, 2009, and 2012.

DTSC brought a civil action against FRS in 2001, which also alleged violations of the state law
and the FRS permit. In 2004, the San Bernardino County Superior Court approved a stipulated
judgment which required FRS to pay $400,000 and correct the alleged violations. The DTSC
press release associated with the 2004 Judgment can be found here.

“FRS has been cited for serious violations on multiple occasions and | believe they have again
failed to comply with the specific requirements of its permit,” said DTSC’s Deputy Director for
Enforcement Brian Johnson. “We will be seeking significant fines that are commensurate with the
seriousness of the violations we have observed.”

Click here for a copy of the Dec 2012 complaint (Case No. BC 496757).
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http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/PressRoom/upload/NEWS_2004_T-77-04.pdf
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/HazardousWaste/Projects/Filter_Recycling.cfm

FOR GENERAL INQUIRIES: Contact the Department of Toxic Substances Control by phone at

(800) 728-6942 or visit www.dtsc.ca.gov. To report illegal handling, discharge, or disposal of
hazardous waste, call the Waste Alert Hotline at (800) 698-6942.

The Mission of DTSC is to protect California’s people and environment from harmful effects of toxic

substances by restoring contaminated properties, identifying and promoting safer ingredients in consumer
products, and ensuring stewardship through enforcement, regulation and pollution prevention.



http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/

