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THE SAFER CONSUMER PRODUCTS 
(SCP) PROGRAM 



The Framework: Avoid Regrettable Substitutes 
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Goal of SCP Program and Green Chemistry 

 Rethink product and chemical design  

 

 Create safer substitutes for hazardous 
ingredients in consumer products  

 

 Reduce human and environmental exposures to 
harmful chemicals 

4 



 

 

 

 

 

 

• 23 Authoritative Bodies 

• Updated Quarterly 

Potential exposure to the 
Candidate Chemicals in 
the product AND 
 

Potential for exposures to 
contribute to or cause 
significant or widespread 
adverse impacts 

Chemicals considered in 
product context 
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Key Concepts 

• Manufacturer evaluation 

• Narrative standard 

• Life Cycle Thinking 

• Public comment  

• Transparent Evaluation 

 More info to DTSC 

 More info to consumers 

 Sales restrictions 

 End-of-life product 
stewardship 

 Research funding 



HOW CAN SCP ADDRESS 
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE CONCERNS? 
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How can SCP address EJ concerns? 

 Chemical exposures are often at the root of 
disproportionate environmental burdens faced 
by some communities 
 

 Reducing hazardous chemical exposures at 
home, at work, and in the environment may 
particularly benefit underrepresented 
populations 



Consumer Products and Environmental Justice 
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How can SCP address EJ concerns? 
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Household/Office  
Furniture/ 

Furnishings 

 

Beauty, Personal 
Care and Hygiene 
Products 
 

Building Products –  
Paint Products, 
Adhesives, Sealants, 
Flooring 
 

Cleaning  
Products 

Clothing 

Fishing and Angling 
Equipment 

Office Machinery 
Consumable Products    

 

2015-2017 Priority Product Work Plan 



How can SCP address EJ concerns? 
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May impact children or workers 



How can SCP address EJ concerns? 

 Alternatives Analysis: 
• Full life cycle of product must be considered when 

assessing alternatives 
o Including product manufacturing, use and end-of-life 
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WHAT DOES SCP NEED TO ADDRESS 
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE CONCERNS? 
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What does SCP need to address EJ concerns? 

 Screening methodology to help identify CA 
communities disproportionately burdened by 
pollution 

 Included data doesn’t always capture product uses 
and resulting exposure to emerging and consumer-
product related contaminants 
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What does SCP need to address EJ concerns? 

 Community-specific use and exposure data:  
• Purchasing and store patterns  

• Employment 

• Trends in product use 

• Focused biomonitoring to highlight communities 
being disproportionately exposed and link 
detections to product exposures 

 

 Long term, data in a format that could be 
integrated into a tool like CalEnviroScreen 
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What does SCP need to address EJ concerns? 
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Zota et al. 2016 Environmental Health Perspectives 

“A comprehensive study … found that [fast food] establishments were more 
highly concentrated in low- and middle-income neighborhoods than in high-
income neighborhoods.”  Hilmers et al. 2012 American Journal of Public Health 



What does SCP need to address EJ concerns? 
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Harley et al. 2016 Environmental Health Perspectives 

• 11.3--27.4% decrease in phthalates 
• 43.9-45.4 decrease in two parabens 
• 35.7% decrease in triclosan 
• 36.0% decrease in BP-3 



What does SCP need to address EJ concerns? 
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“Many communities served by 
dollar stores are predominantly 

communities of color or low-
income communities…” 



Questions? 
 

Product/chemical combination 
ideas? 
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Thank you 
 

anne.doherty@dtsc.ca.gov  

 

http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SCP  

 

SaferConsumerProducts@dtsc.ca.gov 

 

http://www.calsafer.dtsc.ca.gov   
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