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Update on Cleanup Activities at the
Avalon School Campus

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) isoverseeing an environmental
cleanup at theAvaon School. A Remedial Action Plan (RAP) wasdrafted to addressthe
contamination after the discovery of contaminated soil in2001. You arerecelvingthis
updatein order to shareinformation on progress made to date and changeswhich have
occurred in the cleanup process.

DTSC, adepartment withinthe CdiforniaEnvironmenta Protection Agency, isresponsible
for overseeing environmenta investigationsand ensuring that mitigation and cleanup
activitiesare conducted in accordance with state and federal lawsand regulations.

This fact sheet provides information on:
SiteHigtory and Background

Phase 1. Summer 2005
Changesfromtheorigina plan

Phase 2: Summer 2006

Protecting Studentsand Faculty

Next Steps

Site History and Background

In 2001, contaminated soil was discovered on the Avalon campus. Five areas of
contamination comprising approximately one acre out of thetotal of the gpproximately 11
acrecampus, areidentified asAreasA, B, C, D & E. (seemap) The DTSC investigation
found potentially hazardous chemicalsand metal sresulting from aformer incinerator and
fromfill material deposited onthesite. TheLong Beach Unified School District (LBUSD)
began removing the contaminated soils, which contained primarily leed, dioxins, furansand
arsenic.

Plansto begin soil cleanup activitiesat an earlier date were postponed dueto
transportation safety issuesresulting from aninability to close certain streetswhichwould
haveallowed truckstotravel from thesiteto thedisposal area. Asaresult, the process
wassplitinto two phases.

Phase 1: Summer 2005

During thefirst phase, approximately 2,126 tons of contaminated soil wasremoved from
threeareas. AreaA, located north of the Library; AreaB, located south of theLibrary
and Elementary School buildings; and Area C, located east of the Elementary School
along thewestern and southern portionsof thelower playground. (seemap).

After removal, soil wasloaded into bins, and atotal of 143 bin containerswere
immediately transported off-gte. Digging and transporting of contaminated soil was
completed by August 31, 2005. Theareawasfilled with clean soil and paved with
blacktop or covered with grass during September and October 2005.




Clean up activitieswere conducted under DTSC
oversight, ensuring that dust control, access, and
other precautionary measuresto protect public health
weredrictly followed. Specia construction
equipment was used to dig and load the soil directly
into binsin amanner that reduced the potentia to
generatedust. Additionaly, to ensure public safety,
equipment and vehi clesentered and | eft the Sitefrom
Avaon Road during cleanup activities. Staff,
students, and parents accessed the open portion of
the campusfrom Falls Canyon Road.

Changes from the Original Plan

During the Phase 1 removal process, it was
determined that further removal of contaminated soil
in certain areas could undermine the adjacent school
building or damage other Sitefeatures(i.e. trees,
sidewalk, and building foundationinAreaA, pad
mounted transformer onAreaB, and building
foundationinAreaC).

Contaminated soil intheseareaswasremovedtothe
extent possiblewithin physical and engineering
limitations. Confirmation samplescollected indicated
elevated concentrations of lead and dioxing/furans

gtill remaining beneaththe soil in somearess. Rather
than damagethe other structures, the District elected
toleavethissoil in place.

All areashave beenfilled with clean imported soil, at
depthsfrom oneto four and half feet, to ensurethat
thereisno opportunity for someoneto comein
direct contact withthe soil |eft in place.

Sincethiswasamodificationtotheorigina clean up
method sel ected, the contaminated soil |eft in place
will bemanaged in an Operation and Maintenance
(O& M) Plan and Agreement between DTSC and
the LBUSD. Asthe cleanup process continues,
further modificationsmay benecessary if structural
damagewould result.

Phase 2: Summer 2006

During June 2006 through September 2006, the
second phase of cleanup and siterestoration
activitieswill beconducted intheremaining two
areasof thecampus; AreaD, islocated inthearea
of thewesterntwo rowsof classroom bunga ows
and along the southern school boundary to the east
of thelower playground, and Area E, islocated
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adjacent to theelementary bungalowsand dongthe
southern school boundary to the east of thelower

playground. (see map)

Approximately 36 binsloaded with the 3,500 cubic
yardsof soil will bedelivered by truck to Catdina
Freight Company and transported off theidand. The
contaminated soil will be offloaded in Wilmington,
andtransferredtolandfills. Thetruckswill exitthe
steonto Avalon Road traveling northwest towards
the Santa Catalinaldand coast. Thetruckswill then
turnleft onto Tremont Street, right onto Sumner, right
on Beacon, |eft onto Claressaand thenright onto
Pebbly Beach Road. TheCatdinaFreight Lineis
located at 1 Pebbly Beach Road, Avalon, Cdlifornia.

Protecting Students and Faculty

During the cleanup efforts between June 26, 2006
and September 4, 2006, the District will temporarily
relocate six of the classroom bungal ows.

Thesamestrict dust control, access control and
precautionary measureswill betaken asconducted
inPhase 1, summer 2005. Summer school activities
will berelocated to other areas of the campus.

Next Steps

After the cleanup process concludesin September,
theDigtrict will collect confirmation samplesto verify
that theremedia actionswill be protective of human
hedlth and theenvironment. The Digtrict will then
submit acompletion report for DTSC review and
approval. If thereport reflectsthat the cleanup
process accomplished the goasestablished inthe
RAPforAreasD and E, DTSC will certify these
areasof thesiteasrequiring no further action. If the
goalswerenot met for Areas D and E, any residual
contaminated soil will bemanagedinan Operation
and Maintenance (O& M) Planand O&M
Agreement between DTSC and LBUSD, asin
AreasA, B, and C.

Where to Find Site Documents
Avalon PublicLibrary

215 Summer Avenue

Avalon, CA 90704

Phone: (310) 510-1050
Tuesday — Thursday: 1 p.m.—7 p.m.
Friday — Saturday: 10am.—4 p.m.
Closed Sunday and Monday

Department of Toxic Substances Control
Regiond Records Office

1011 N. Grandview Avenue

Glendale, CA 91201

Contact: JoneBarrio, (818) 551-2886
Hours: 8a.m. - 5p.m. Monday - Friday

Who to Contact for Information

If you have any questions about the project or
cleanup activities, please contact thefollowing
persons.

Ms. MayaAkula

DTSC Public Participation Specidist
(818) 551-2917 or makul a@dtsc.ca.gov
Toll Free: 1-866-495-5651

Ms. ShawnaChambers
DTSC Project Manager
(818) 551-2845 or schamber@dtsc.ca.gov

Si deseainfor macion en espafiol,
comuniquesecon €: Sr. Javier Hinojosa, Jefe,
Unidad Escolar —Glendaledel DTSC, al

(818) 551-2172.

For Medialnquiries:

Ms. Jeanne Garcia

DTSC Public Information Officer

(818) 551-2176 or jgarcial@dtsc.ca.gov

Notice to Hearing-Impaired Individuals

TDD usersmay obtain moreinformation by usingthe
CaliforniaState Relay Serviceat (888) 877-5378
(TDD) toreach MayaAkula, DTSC Public
Participation Specialist, at (818) 551-2846, or by
email to makula@dtsc.ca.gov.

For more information about DTSC, visit our Web site at www.dtsc.ca.gov.
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