
Cal/EPA State of California

Notice
Draft Removal Action Plan at Jordan High 
School, Long Beach, California
Para información de esta en español por favor comuníquese con Jesus Cruz al 
número (916) 255-3315.

A draft plan to address soil contaminated with termiticides left over from historic 
site activities at Jordan High School (Site) located in Long Beach, California is 
available for public review and comment.  The draft plan, called a draft Removal 
Action Workplan (RAW), was submitted by the School under a School Cleanup 
Agreement signed with the Department of  Toxic Substances Control (DTSC).  The 
Site is approximately 26 acres in size and is bordered to the northwest by small retail 
stores and restaurants, residential properties to the northeast, Myrtle Avenue to the 
east, Houghton Park to the south, and Atlantic Avenue to the west.  The focus of  
the RAW is on subsurface soil bordering some of  the Site buildings, primarily in the 
northwestern, western, and eastern portions of  the site.

Why Removal Action Is Necessary 
Based on the data collected from previous investigations, subsurface soils bordering 
some on-Site buildings are impacted with termiticides.  Based on the results of  
these investigations, the removal of  impacted soils at the Site is proposed.  While 
there is no immediate health risk because the public is not exposed to the impacted 
soil, the DTSC recommended that the School prepare a draft RAW to remove 
soil impacted with termiticides to protect the current and future occupants of  the 
Site.  DTSC will oversee the activities that will take place and will ensure that it is 
performed in a manner that protects public health and the environment.

History and Operations at the Site 
The Site was generally vacant and had no structures from 1901 through 1928.  The 
site was vacant land in 1928.  The southern portion of  the site was developed with 
school facilities by 1938 and included several buildings, a track fi eld, and a baseball 
fi eld.  The northern portion of  the site appeared to be developed by 1956 with 
additional school buildings. The site remained relatively unchanged through to 
the present.

Public Comment Period, February 

1, 2013 through March 4, 2013

Project related documents 
are available for review and 
comment at the locations listed 
on Page 3. DTSC will make a 
fi nal decision after all public 
comment has been considered.

Please submit written 
comments postmarked or 
received by email on March 1, 
2013 to:
 
Shahir Haddad, Project 
Engineer, Department of  Toxic 
Substances Control
5796 Corporate Avenue, 
California 90630
shaddad@dtsc.ca.gov
714-484-5368

Due to low public interest, a 
public meeting has not been 
scheduled for this project.

                     February 2013



Environmental Investigations 

In compliance with State laws, several phases of  
environmental investigations have been conducted at the 
Site.  Elevated concentrations of  termiticides were found 
in soil just below ground surface (bgs) to depths ranging 
from 1 1/2  to 10 feet, depending on the location.  As 
a result of  the environmental investigations, DTSC 
recommended that an action plan be developed to 
address the soil impacted with termiticides.

Proposed Removal Action Options

The following removal action options have been 
considered for this Site:

Alternative  1 – No Action
Alternative  2 – Containment through Surface Capping
Alternative  3 – Excavation/Off-Site Recycling or
Disposal

Based on careful analysis of  the options, Alternative 3, 
Excavation/Off-Site Recycling or Disposal is 
recommended at this time because it would remove the 
affected soils, provides an overall protection of  human 
health and the environment at the site, and is relatively 
easy to implement.

If  Alternative 3 is approved, the School will prepare for 
soil excavation and removal activities for the Site to take 
place in the summer of  2013. 

California Environmental Quality Act

In compliance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA), DTSC has prepared a draft Notice of  
Exemption (NOE) for this project. The NOE states that 
the proposed action will not have a signifi cant negative 
effect on human health and the environment.

Next Steps

At the close of  the public comment period, DTSC 
will review and consider public comments and make 
any necessary revisions to the draft RAW prior to fi nal 
approval. Also, a Response to Comments document 
will be mailed to everyone who makes a comment and 
provides their name and address.  Following execution 
of  soil removal activities, a Removal Action Completion 
Report will be prepared and submitted to DTSC for 
review and approval.

Where to Find Project Documents 

DTSC encourages you to review the draft RAW, NOE, 
and other site-related documents which are available at 
the information repositories listed below:

Jordan High School
6500 Atlantic Avenue
Long Beach, CA 90805
Phone: (562) 423-1471
Monday through Friday: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Saturday & Sunday:  Closed

Department of  Toxic Substances Control File Room
Contact: Jone Barrio
5796 Corporate Avenue
Cypress, CA 90630
(714) 484-5336

Hours of  Operation:
Monday – Friday 8 AM – 5 PM

Copies of  key technical reports, fact sheets and other site-
related information are also available online at DTSC’s 
EnviroStor website:  http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/
public/profi le_report.asp?global_id=19820113



Who to Contact for More Information

For more information about the draft cleanup plan or 
to be added to the site mailing list please contact the 
following DTSC representatives:

Shahir Haddad
Project Engineer
Department of  Toxic Substances Control
5796 Corporate Avenue
Cypress, CA  90603
(714) 484-5368
shaddad@dtsc.ca.gov

Tim Chauvel
DTSC Public Participation Specialist
5796 Corporate Avenue
Cypress, CA 90603
(714) 484-5487
tchauvel@dtsc.ca.gov

For media related inquiries, please contact:
Charlotte Fadipe, 
DTSC Public Information Offi cer
(916) 323-3395
cfadipe@dtsc.ca.gov

If  you would like more information about DTSC, please 
go to the following website:  www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov.


