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Introduction

This fact sheet describes cleanup activities being considered for a
site in your neighborhood. The Porterville Unified School District
(PUSD) plans to build a middlie school on property located on
North Prospect Street (site) in Porterville. The 17.5-acre site is
bounded by North Prospect Street to the east, Castle Avenue to the
south, North Beverly Street to the west, and residences and the
Tulare County road maintenance yard to the north. (See map on
page 4.) Residences, commercial business, schools, and
agricultural properties make up the surrounding property land
uses.

We, the Department of Toxic Substances Control, are the state
agency responsible for overseeing the cleanup of hazardous waste
at the site. We are sending you this fact sheet to let you know what
we are doing, and to give you the opportunity to send us your
comments.

Public Comment Period

Sarts:  July 6, 2004
Ends: August 6, 2004

If you have commentson the Draft Removal Action Wor kplan (RAW)
at the Proposed PortervilleMiddle School site, please send your
written commentsto:

Michael L ozano, DT SC Sacramento Office
8800 Cal Center Drive,

Sacramento, CA 95826
mlozano@dtsc.ca.gov

Thedraft RAW can bereviewed in therepositorieslisted on page 3.




Arsenic was Found at the Site

Thesite hasbeen used for residential and agricultural
purposes (orange and pomegranate orchards) inthe
past. Wetested the soil tofind out if any hazardous
substancesweretherefrom previousactivities. Our
testing found arsenic above acceptablelevelsfor a
school. Thearsenicwasfoundintheareaof aformer
barn/shed | ocated near the southwestern corner of
thesite. Arsenicisapoisonousmetal that can cause
serious health effectswith prolonged exposure. Itis
sometimesused ininsecticidesand weed killers, but
a so can befound naturally occurringin soil in certain
areas. Werecommend that the soil be removed prior
to building aschool onthesite.

We Considered Several Ways to Clean the
Site

We evauated severa methodsto addressthe
contaminated soil. Theseaternativeswere screened
and evaluated onthe basis of their effectiveness,
ability toimplement, and cost. Based onthis
screening, five possibledternativeswere selected for
further evaduation:

Alternativel—No Further Action
Thecontaminated soil isnot removed or
addressed, and aschool isnot alowed to be built.

Alternative2—Capping and deed restriction
Contaminated soil isput in oneareaon thessiteand
a clay or asphalt layer placed over it. The site
would al so berestricted to particular kinds of use.

Alter native 3—Excavation and off-site
disposal of affected soil

Sail isexcavated and removed fromthesitetoa

licensed disposd facility.

Alternative4—Soail flushing and acid leaching
Soil isputina“washing plant.” Acidisusedto help
separate metal sfrom contaminated soil.

Alternative5—In situ remediation

(electrokinetic decontamination)
Electrodesareinstalled producing anelectrica field
over theaffected soil. Arsenic particleswould
migratetoward the electrodes and could then be
removed.

SelectedAlternative: Alternative3—Digging upthe
contaminated soil and taking it away to alicensed
disposal facility hasbeen chosen asthe preferred
cleanup dternative. Thisaternativewassdected
becauseit was determined to bethe most
protective of the human heath and environment,
eadly implemented and cost effective.

The Cleanup Workplan is Available for
Your Comments

The PUSD submitted aworkplantous, calleda
Draft Removal Action Workplan or Draft RAW.
The Draft RAW proposesto dig up approximately
6,000 cubic yards or about el even truckl oads of
contaminated soil and bringin clean soil to back fill.
The contaminated soil will betransported fromthe
site by atrucking contractor who isproperly
licensed to handlethe material.

Beforewemakeafina decisionto approveor deny
theDraft RAW, itisbeing made avail ableto youfor
a30-day public review and comment period. More
information about whereto view the Draft RAW is
on page 3 and information on how tosendin
commentsison page4.

You May Notice Work Being Done

If the proposed work isapproved, the dimensions
of theinitial excavationwould beabout 40t by 75
ft with adepth of about 2 ft. About threeto four
working dayswill be needed to completethe
remova action. During theremova action youmay
see contractorsdigging up the contaminated soil on
thesite. Construction equipment, such asbackhoes
and dump trucks, will be used. The contaminated
soil will beeither temporarily stored onsiteand
covered or directly loaded into dump trucksfor off-
sitedisposal. Thissoil will betaken away toa
licensed landfill. Thesoil removad activitiesare
expected to begin around August 2004, and end by
the beginning of October 2004.

Oncetheinitial soil hasbeenremoved, werequire
confirmation samplesto makesurethat unsafe
levelsof arsenicdo not still exist. Additional soil
may beremoved until wedeterminethat the
remaining soil meetsour requirements.




Fencin

Theareaswherethedigging will occur will be
secured using existing fencing where possible, as
well astemporary fencing or barriers. Thisisto
prevent unauthorized personnd fromenteringthe
work area.

Truck Route

Itisanticipated that about eleven truckloadswill be
needed to haul the soil from the site. No morethan
8vehiclesper day will beused. Truckswill exit the
siteand travel northward on North Beverly Street
and thentravel east on North Grand Avenue. They
will head south on Hwy 65 to westbound Hwy 190.
Fromtherethey will take the quickest routeto one
of threelandfills. Vehiclescarrying contaminated soil
will becovered with atarp.

Dust Suppression

A water truck will be used to keep theexcavation
and surrounding areamoist to prevent dust.
Monitoring equipment will be used to measuredust
levels. Additiona watering or other dust
suppression methodswill be conducted if airborne
dust level shecometoo high. Larger holeswill be
covered with either clean soil or plastic sheeting
anchored with sand bags, at aminimum, prior to the
end of eachwork shift. A fencewith dust-control
fabricwill be maintained around thework areato
act asawind screen, if conditionsindicatethat a
wind screenisnecessary.

Thevehicleswill beequipped with dust coversand
other required equi pment to prevent releases of
materials. Loaded dump truckswill gotoanonsite
decontamination areaand will be checked for mud
and dirt and cleaned, if necessary, prior to their
leaving thedite. Theloaded truckswill be covered
withatarp to minimizewind erosion of thesoil
during transport.

We Make Sure All Work Complies with
California Laws

Asarequirement of the CdiforniaEnvironmental
Quality Act, weevauated how thiscleanup may
affect human hedth and the environment. We have
prepared adocument called the Notice of
Exemption (NOE) which statesthat the project will
not have asgnificant negativeeffect onthe
environment or human health because of the
relatively small volume, short duration, and the
controlled manner in which the contaminated soil
will beexcavated, |loaded onto trucks and taken
away for disposa.

Further Information is Available

The Draft RAW and NOE can bereviewed at the
followinglocations

PortervilleUnified School Digtrict Office
600 West Grand Avenue

Porterville, California93257

Hoursof Operation:

Monday - Friday from7 amto 6 pm

PortervillePublicLibrary

41 West ThurmanAvenue

Porterville, California93257

Hoursof Operation:

Monday - Thursday from9amto 9 pm
Friday from9amto 6 pm

Saturday from9amto 5 pm

Theadminigtrativefileislocated at:

Department of Toxic Substances Contral,
Sacramento Office

8800 Cal Center Drive

Sacramento, California95826-3200
FileRoomhours:

Monday — Friday: 8:00 amto 5:00 pm
By appointment only (916) 255-3758




Send Us Your Comments

Please send any written commentson the Draft
RAW or NOE to us between July 1st and August
2nd, 2004. Comments can be sent by mail or email
to:

Michadl Lozano, DTSC Project Manager
8800 Cal Center Drive

Sacramento, CA 95826
mlozano@dtsc.cagov

You Can Call Us for Further Information

If you have questions or concerns, you can contact
ether of thefollowing people:

Michadl Lozano, DTSC Project Manager
Email: mlozano@dtsc.ca.gov
Phone: (916) 255-6523.

LoraBarrett, DTSC Public Participation Specialist
Emall: |barrett@dtsc.cagov
Phone: toll-free (866) 495-5651.

For mediaquestions, please contact Ms. LisaGray,
DTSC Public Information Officer

Emall: |gray@dtsc.cagov
Phone: (916) 324-0936.

We Will Respond to Your Comments

After the public comment period hasended, wewill
review al commentsreceived and makeafina
decisionto accept, accept with modifications, or
deny the Draft RAW. Welist all commentsand our
responseto each onein aResponseto Comments
document and send a copy to each person who
sent usacomment. A copy of The Responseto
Commentswill lsobeplacedintheinformation
repositorieslisted above, which have been
established for thesite.

In addition to thisfact sheet, awork noticewill be
provided to you prior to the beginning of
congruction.

NoticetoHearing I mpaired I ndividuals:

TDD userscan obtain additional information about
the proposed PortervilleMiddle School siteby using
the CaliforniaRelay Service (1-888-877-5378) to
reach LoraBarrett at (866) 495-5651.

MailingList

If you did not recelvethisnoticein themail and would
liketo be put onthemailing list, please contact Lora
Barrett by phone at (866) 495-5651 or by email at
Ibarrett@dtsc.ca.gov.
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