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Mission 

The Office of Environmental Health & Safety (OEHS) is 

dedicated to providing a safe and healthy environment 

for the students and employees of the Los Angeles 

Unified School District (LAUSD). This mission is 

supported through periodic inspections of existing 

District facilities, and review of proposed school sites 

to ensure school conditions are safe, healthy and 

conducive to learning 



3 

Overview of Office of Environmental Health and Safety 

(OEHS) Core Functions 

OEHS Business 

Services Unit 

Safety/Industrial 

Hygiene Unit 

Environmental 

Programs Unit 

• Site Assessment 

• Environmental Compliance 

• CEQA 
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Based on lessons learned during the New Schools Construction 

Program developed Reference Guide REF-5314.1 “Procedures for 

Environmental Review of Proposed Projects” . The reference guide 

outlines OEHS procedures for the environmental review of proposed 

projects.  

 

The guide outlines the following: 

 

1. Application for OEHS review 

2. Degree of OEHS review 

3. CEQA Initiation / Applicability 

4. Hazard and Assessment Studies 

5. Soil Management 

6. Facility Safety Inspection 

   
 

 

Environmental Review 
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Application for OEHS Review 
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Application for OEHS Review 
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OEHS Review  

• Degree of review based on location and 

scope of proposed project. 

 

• Not required for minor activities involving 

routine maintenance, repair, or landscaping. 
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CEQA Initiation / Applicability   

• Exemption 

• Initial Study 

• Negative Declaration 

• Mitigated Negative Declaration 

• Environmental Impact Report (EIR)  
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Hazard and Assessment Studies  

• Air Quality Health Risk Assessment (HRA) 

• Rail Safety Study (RSS) 

• Pipeline Safety Hazard Assessment (PSHA) 

• Electromagnetic Field Exposure Management Plan 

• Geohazard Report 

• Tank Safety Study 

• Cultural Resource Study 

• Methane Assessment 

• Cellular Communications 

• Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) 

• Preliminary Environmental Assessment (PEA) 

• Remedial Action Work plan (RAW) 

• Remedial Action (RAP) 
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Feature Description Screening 
Perimeter(1) 

Exclusion 
Zone(2) 

Rail Line Active rail lines, easements, and spurs. 1,500 ft 128 ft(3) 

Cellular Phone Antennas Cellular phone antennas 200 ft Within or adjacent 
to site 

High Voltage Power Line 

High voltage power lines determined to be 50kv or higher. 
 

50 – 200 kv 
220 – 230 kv 
500 – 550 kv 

 
 

500 ft 
500 ft 
500 ft 

Above-      Below-  
Ground     Ground 
 100 ft           25 ft 
 150 ft        37.5 ft 
 350 ft        87.5 ft 

Freeway / Major 

Transportation corridor 

Freeways, State highways or designated roadways with more 
than 100,000 automobile trips per day.  Rail lines with high 
volumes of traffic. 

1,500 ft 500 ft 

Reservoirs, Water, or Fuel 

Storage Tanks 
Reservoirs or water or fuel storage tank facilities. 1,500 ft 500 ft 

Hazardous Material 

Pipelines(4) 

Transmission pipelines or industrial distribution pipelines, 
including those for conveying crude oil, natural gas, or other 
chemicals characterized as hazardous. 

1,500 ft 50 ft 

Oil Field / Oil Production 

Facilities 

Oil field/oil production facilities including existing and former 
oil wells and oil borings. 1,500 ft 50 ft 

Industrial Site / Superfund 
Facilities with a potential to emit hazardous air contaminants or 
otherwise present a significant risk to school occupants. 1,500 ft 500 ft 

Landfill 
Landfills authorized for the disposal of hazardous or non-
hazardous wastes. 2,000 ft 500 ft 

Earthquake Faults Mapped or well-defined active earthquake faults 1,500 ft 50 ft(3) 

1For proposed school sites, screening will be conducted within the perimeter to identify any of the features listed in Column 1. 
2Exceptions can be made if supported by risk assessment and compliant with applicable law. 
3Habitable school buildings and places of assembly shall be located outside the setback. 
4Natural gas distribution lines used to service local neighborhoods are excluded. 

  Revised: 12/10/08 

Office of Environmental Health and Safety 
Distance Criteria for School Siting 
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Soil Management 

• Ensure earthmoving activities are conducted per 

District Specification 01 4525. 

– Soil Sampling Plan. 

– Soil Certification/Sample Data Report. 

 

• Ensure that fill materials imported to school sites are 

safe for students, staff and visitors.  

 

• Ensure that materials exported from school sites for 

use at school and non-school sites or offsite disposal 

or recycling are adequately characterized for lawful 

disposition. 
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Facility Safety Inspection 

• Prior to occupancy OEHS conducts a health 

and safety inspection.  

 

• Conducted two months prior to occupancy. 

 

• OEHS will issue a completed Essential Safety 

Checklist & Approval Form. 

 

• Deficiencies that do not prevent a school 

project from opening are documented by 

OEHS in a Corrective Action Notice (CAN). 
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A copy of Reference Guide REF-5314.1 “Procedures for Environmental 

Review of Proposed Projects”  can be found on the OEHS Website at: 
 

 

http://www.lausd-oehs.org/docs/ReferenceGuides/REF-5314.1.pdf 

 

A copy of “District Specification  01 4524”  for soil management can be 

found on the District Website at: 

 

http://www.laschools.org/documents/file?file_id=219798234 
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Questions? 

Thank you 


