
Water Board Groundwater 
Funding Programs

CCLR Brownfields Funding
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/grants_loans/



Funding Types & Purpose

Type
Grants
 Loans
Agency-directed Contracts

Purpose
Groundwater
Drinking Water



Groundwater
GRANTS
 OSCF - Orphan Site Cleanup Fund (OSCF) –

petroleum UST only
 P1GW - Proposition 1 Groundwater
 SCAP - Site Cleanup Subaccount Program
 CAA - Cleanup & Abatement Account
 LOANS – Prop 1 Groundwater (Potential) 
AGENCY-DIRECTED CONTRACTS
 EAR – petroleum UST only - Water Board or LOP 

directs contractors. 
 SCAP – Site Cleanup Subaccount Program – Water 

Board direct contractors (same mechanism as 
EAR)



Orphan Site Cleanup Fund
(OSCF)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This program is administered by the State Water  Resources Control Board, in the Division of Financial Assistance. 



OSCF

Eligible Applicants:  
 Not eligible for UST Cleanup Fund.

 Any entity type, but not State or Federal

 Did not cause or contribute 
to release.

 Not affiliated with any person who 
caused or contributed to release.

 Owns or has access to the property
 May include UST removal

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I mentioned  earlier that an application process is used to evaluate eligibility.  The Orphan Site Cleanup Fund’s eligibility requirements are different than those of the UST Cleanup Fund.  

The three main eligibility requirements are, Eligible applicant, eligible site, and no financially responsible party:

For Eligible applicant .  The applicant cannot qualify to the UST Cleanup Fund, which typically means they never owned or operated the USTs.
An applicant is not eligible for an OSCF grant if the applicant is eligible for reimbursement from the UST Cleanup Fund. The applicant must provide the reason(s) it would not qualify to the UST Cleanup Fund. Some of the reasons an applicant would not qualify to the UST Cleanup Fund include: 
a. Never owned or operated the USTs; and 

b. Failure to meet permit requirements. 
The applicant cannot have caused or contributed to the release.  The applicant cannot have operated the UST.  But, we do allow tank owners into our Program under specific circumstances.

Like the UST Cleanup Fund, the Applicant cannot be affiliated with a person who caused or contributed to the release.

Eligible Site .  The site must qualify as a “brownfield” as discussed earlier and the principal source of contamination must be from an on-site petroleum UST.  We defined principal as 51% or more (not in regs).

No Financially Responsible Party.  The Orphan Site Cleanup Fund Program does not evaluate the financial viability of the applicant.  We do, however, look at all other responsible parties named by the regulatory agency.  



OSCF

Projects: Assessment or Cleanup

 Principal source of contamination is from an on-site petroleum 
UST.

 No financially responsible party has been identified to pay for 
the cleanup costs. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have two types of grant funding:  assessment and clean up grants.

For assessment grants:  no property ownership is required.  However, the applicant would need to demonstrate site access to the property.
We will pay for site assessment activities up to a corrective action plan, a CAP, or a remediation action plan, a RAP.  This can include tank removal, free product removal and a limited soil excavation not to exceed 500 cubic yards.  
Unlike the UST Cleanup Fund, the Orphan Site Cleanup Fund can pay for tank removals.   

For clean up grants, property ownership is required with the exemption for public agencies.  With this grant, we will pay for the implementation of a CAP or a RAP.




SB 445 Changes

Expanded eligibility criteria for OSCF grants

 The OSCF program is no longer limited to funding brownfield 
sites.

 An OSCF site does not need to be:

 Located in an urban area.

 Vacant or economically inactive for one year prior to filing 
an application.



SB 445 Changes (continued)

Reduces the cap for OSCF sites

The maximum amount of grant monies available 
for an eligible occurrence has been reduced from 
$1.5 million to $1 million. 

 Grant applications filed on or after January 1, 2015 may receive 
up to $1 million in grant.

 Grant applications filed before January 1, 2015 may receive up 
to $1.5 million in grant monies. 



General

Maximum: $1 million (Project) 

 $10 million currently available for grant funding

 Sunset January 1, 2026

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s some general information about our Program.

Like the UST Cleanup Fund, the maximum amount a project can receive is a total of $1.5 million per occurrence.

By statute, our program was given a total of $30 million dollars.  Currently, $10 million is available. 
 
Like the UST Cleanup Fund, the Orphan Site Cleanup Fund is currently set to sunset on January 1, 2016.
All eligible applications are placed on the OSCF Priority List.  Applications funded - First come, first served.  If demand exceeds supply, priority list based on 
the following ranking criteria:

40 Points = Water Quality  -  Site located within 1000 feet of a drinking water well or surface water.
30 points =  Environmental Justice  -  Site located in a census tract with median household income less than 80% of the statewide  median household income.
30 points =  Redevelopment  -  Project will result in in development of affordable inner city housing or otherwise promote infill development




Site Development

OSCF can assist eligible applicants with the 
cleanup costs of previously closed sites 
where the development of the site requires 
additional cleanup.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One unique feature about this program is that we pay for the incremental clean up costs during site development.
  
If the site has received regulatory site closure, the Orphan Site Cleanup Fund can assist with incremental cleanup costs during site development. 
(The reason for this is because Grantees would not have had to incur these costs had contamination not been left in place.)
Site Development grant agreements cover the incremental response action costs the grantee would have not incurred during site development.  The incremental cost is due to petroleum UST contamination left in place.  The grantee can be reimbursed those costs related directly to the remediation of the petroleum contamination.  Site development cleanup grants are not subject to the Low Threat Closure Policy.
Site development costs typically include:
Site Mitigation Plan to address petroleum contamination
Load, transport and disposal of soils (that cannot be disposed of as clean soil.
Consultant oversight of excavation activities  
Lab Analysis
Treatment of contaminated water during dewatering activities

Ineligible costs include:
Shoring
Excavation
Disposal of non-petroleum soils 





 101 Project Applications received.

 80 Project Applications determined eligible.

 Approximately $26 million issued in Assessment 
and Cleanup Grants:

$20 million in state grant funds
$5.6 million in federal ARRA grant funds 
(American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 2009)

Current Status of OSCF  February 2015

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the most current statistics for our Program.

98 applications were received

78 applications were determined eligible

And a total of $26 million were issued in Assessment and Cleanup grants



California Funding Coordinating 
Committee (CFCC) 

http://www.cfcc.ca.gov/
Funding Fairs Calendar

August 5, 2015 Truckee 
 September 2, 2015 Watsonville 
 September 23, 2015 Sacramento (webcast) 



EMERGENCY, ABANDONED & RECALCITRANT 
(EAR) ACCOUNT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m going to be talking to you today about the Emergency, Abandoned & Recalcitrant Account (AKA: EAR Account)

The EAR Account has been around since 1993




http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ee/AbandonedGasStationAtTreasureIslandsAvenueNDoesItUsedToBelongToStandardOilChevron.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ee/AbandonedGasStationAtTreasureIslandsAvenueNDoesItUsedToBelongToStandardOilChevron.jpg


EAR 

Eligible Sites: A bona fide emergency site, a recalcitrant responsible party, 
and an abandoned site.

Regional Board nominated sites for the EAR Annual Site List.

Annual Site List adopted by State Water Board Resolution in July. 

Site Nomination Requirements include:

1. There is a confirmed petroleum release from an on-site leaking UST.
2. RP has failed to meet a Final Corrective Action Order.

Projects:

 Emergency Site Projects – Up to $100,000 per request.  
 Prompt Action Funds – Up to $200,000  per occurrence
 Annual Site List Projects – Up to $1 million per site

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The EAR Acct provides funds to eligible regulatory agencies where sites have been impacted by on-site leaking petroleum UST’s 

EAR Account funds are not grant funds for the Responsible Party or the Property Owner.
The Funds are grant money for the Regulatory Agency 

The EAR Account was specifically created to provide funding to the Regional Boards and Local Agencies for corrective action activities. 

There are 3 types of sites agencies can request funds for…
True Emergency
Responsible Party out of Compliance (Recalcitrant)
Abandoned – No live person on the title to the site. 






COST RECOVERY
The State Water Board has authority to seek
cost recovery for any EAR costs expended from the following:

 UST Owner
 UST Operator 
 Other Responsible Party 

The State Water Board typically pursues cost recovery by either 
1. Filing of a Lien
2. Referral to Attorney General’s Office

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As I mentioned earlier, this is not free money to the responsible parties or property owners
The EAR Account grants funds to Regulatory Agencies
We typically cost recover by either, 
Filing a Judgment Lien – this is the method we typically use
Refer to Attorney General Office to file a lawsuit – Rarely use





SCAP
Eligible Applicants: 
 Applicants w/eligible projects.

Projects:
 Identify the source of surface or groundwater 

contamination. 
 Remediate the harm or threat of harm to human 

health, safety, and the environment caused by 
existing or threatened surface or groundwater 
contamination. The  expenditures are subject to 
site-based criteria.



SCAP Grants

Only human-made contaminants

Examples of man-made constituents 
are:  
Nitrates, PCE (perchloroethylene), TCE 
(trichloroethylene), DCE 
(dichloroethene), DCA 
(dichloroethane), pesticides, 
perchlorate, MTBE (methyl tertiary 
butyl ether), hexavalent chromium…



SCAP Grant Criteria per SB 445
Requirements:
RB has issued a directive -

unless infeasible prior to grant issuance

RP lacks sufficient financial resources to 
implement required response



SCAP Grant Criteria per SB 445 (cont’d)
5 Required Considerations
 Significant threat to HH&E - The degree to which 

human health, safety, and the environment are 
threatened by contamination at the location. 

 DAC or Small Community - Whether the location is 
located in a small or financially disadvantaged 
community.

 Bang for the Buck -The cost and potential 
environmental benefit of the investigation or cleanup.

 Alternate Fund Source - Whether there are other 
potential sources of funding for the investigation or 
cleanup.

 Other Board Considerations - Any other information 
the board identifies as necessary for consideration. 



SCAP Grant Criteria per SB 445 (cont’d)

Other Board considerations?

 Law: All Californians have the right to safe, 
clean, affordable drinking water.
 Grant applicant’s financial resources to 

implement the response action as alternative 
sources of funding.



Grant Conditions in SB 445

Only for the reasonable costs
No double-dipping – No grant for costs 

for paid by another source 
May recover actual, reasonable costs of 

investigation or cleanup from any 
responsible party



NOT a DAC

NOT a Small 
Community

RB Directive & RP Lacks $, BUT:

Not Signif
Threat to 

HH&E

NOT Bang for 
the Buck

Has Alt Fund 
Source

Less of a match for a SCAP



SCAP 
REQUIREMENTS:
 RB Directive 
 RP Lacks $ 

Likely Other Board Considerations:
 The Right to Clean, Safe, 

Affordable Drinking Water
 Grant applicant  

resources included as
alternative funding.

Signif Threat
to HH&E

DAC

Bang for
the Buck

Small 
Community

No other
Fund source

REQUIRED CONSIDERATIONS

Other Board Considerations

Better match for a SCAP



SCAP Grants
Timeline Process Development – 2015/16

 Public Workshops – June 2015
 Pre-Application available for applicants – July 2015
 Final SCAP Application available for applicants –

August 2015
 Review of applications – Fall 2015 
 State Water Board Consideration of 1st Project List –

Winter 2016
 1st Grant Agreements – 2016

Application Process

 On-line using FAAST  
1st: Pre-application questionnaire 
2nd: Final application



Drinking Water
GRANTS

CAA Interim Emergency Drinking Water
P1DW – Proposition 1 Drinking Water
SCAP
DW SRF – Drinking Water State Revolving 

Fund – post-completion partial loan 
forgiveness 



Drinking Water

LOANS

Drinking Water State Revolving Fund
Proposition 1 (Possible)



Drinking Water State Revolving Fund
Eligible Applicants: 
Community water systems
Non-profit, non-community water systems

Projects:  Planning or Construction
 Projects that return public water systems to 

compliance with primary drinking water 
standards
 Consolidation incentive program
 Replacement of defective water meters
 Treatment for secondary Maximum Contaminant 

Levels
 Replacement of aged water transmission or 

distribution mains, groundwater wells or other 
infrastructure



Proposition 1 Groundwater Sustainability Program
(Assembly Bill 1471, Chapter 10) - $800 Million

Chapter 10 Groundwater Sustainability $800 Million

$800M 

$ 80M 

Prevent/Clean up contamination of groundwater that 
serves or has served as drinking water

Treatment and Remediation of groundwater that 
serves as a source of drinking water

Note:  At least 10% to projects serving severely 
Disadvantaged Communities At least 50% cost 
share that can be reduced/waived for 
disadvantaged communities or economically 
distressed areas

State Water Board



Proposition 1 Groundwater Sustainability Program

Eligible Applicants
 Public Agencies, Tribes, Public Utilities, Non-Profits, Mutual 

Water Companies
Eligible Projects
 “Prevent or Clean up Contamination of Groundwater that serves 

or has served as a source of Drinking Water” 

Priorities Based on
 Threat posed by groundwater contamination to drinking water 

supply
 Potential for groundwater contamination to spread/impair  
 Potential of project to enhance local water supply reliability
 Potential of project to recharge vulnerable, high-use basins
 Projects with no viable responsible party(ies) or responsible 

parties unwilling/unable to pay total cleanup cost



Proposition 1 Groundwater Sustainability Program

Timeline (estimates)
 Draft Guidelines – October 2015
 Public Workshops – November 2015
 Final Guidelines– December 2015
 First Round - Solicitation/Review– early 2016 
 First Round Grant Agreements– 2016/2017
Proposed Application Process
 Pre-Application questionnaire then Final Application 

through on-line FAAST  
 Technical assistance providers may be available for 

disadvantaged communities



Application

Apply broadly for funding
Pre-application under development for 

grants so that State Water Board staff can 
evaluate and direct to most appropriate 
fund source
Subsequent program-specific application 

may be required



HOW TO APPLY
Most State Water Board funding applications are or will 
be accepted online through the Financial Assistance 
Application Submittal Tool (FAAST): 

https://faast.waterboards.ca.gov/
 If your community has a hardship, technical assistance 

providers may be available to assist with electronic submittal

 FAAST tutorials are available online: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/videos/faast.shtml

 COMING SOON!!!

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/videos/faast.shtml


Groundwater Quality Funding
Website:

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/g
rants_loans/

Get Email Alerts: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/email_subsc

riptions/swrcb_subscribe.shtml 
“Groundwater Quality Funding Assistance”

Contact:
Email: gwquality.funding@waterboards.ca.gov
Message phone: 1-800-813-Fund (3863)
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