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Fact Sheet, March 2007

Proposed South Region Middle School
#2 Cleanup Plan Available For Review

You areinvited to review and comment on the Draft Removal Action Work Plan (RAW)
submitted by the LosAngeles Unified School District (LAUSD) to remove and dispose of
contaminated soil from the proposed South Region Middle School #2 (SRMS#2) site
located inthe City of Bell. The proposed SRMS#2 will relieveovercrowding at Elizabeth
L earning Center, Gage and Nimitz Middle School. The objectiveof thecleanupisto
prevent potential exposureto contaminated soil from lead-based paint (LBP) residueand
total petroleum hydrocarbons(TPH) by removing and lawfully disposing of contaminated
soil prior to construction of the new school.

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), adepartment withinthe California
Environmenta Protection Agency, isresponsiblefor overseeing thesiteenvironmental
Investigation and ensuring that mitigation and cleanup activitiesareconducted in
accordancewith state and federal lawsand regulations.

This fact sheet provides information on:
Why Cleanup IsNecessary

SiteHistory and Background

Proposed Plan

Safety and Dust Control During Cleanup
Noticeof Exemption

Whereto Find Site Documents

Whoto Contact

Why Cleanup Is Necessary

Lead occursnaturally in Southern Californiasoils. Inaddition, leadisusedinvarious
manufacturing processes and wasused in paint until 1978, when federal lawschanged to
restrictitsuse. Exposureto elevated levelsof thismetal could cause adverse hedlth effects.
Theelevated level sfound at the proposed SRM S#2 site may haveresulted from theuse
of lead-based paint onthe buildings.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

March 22,2007 to April 5, 2007

Your participationisencouraged. The Draft RAW and other rel ated project documents
for thisschool siteareavailablefor review and public comment at thelocationslisted
on page 3. Please submit written commentsin the encl osed postage paid return
envelope postmarked by April 5, 2007: or email beforethe deadlinedate no later than
5 p.m. to: Amit Pathak, DT SC Project Manager, apathak @dtsc.ca.gov




Theeevated levelsof TPH may have beenfroman
individua disposing of waste motor oil at one areaof
the Site (behind the garages of 6414 and 6420 Loma
VistaPlace). Anauto repair facility may have
impacted the property located at 3632 GageAvenue
with TPH.

Sincethe publicisnot currently exposed to the soil
contamination, thereisnoimmediate healthrisk.
However, DTSC concurred with LAUSD’s
recommendation to prepareacleanup planto
removethe contaminated soil to protect the students
and staff whowill attend the proposed new school.
DTSCwill overseetheremoval action and ensure
that itispreformed in amanner that doesnot harm
peopleor theenvironment.

Site History and Background

The proposed SRMS#2 siteis6.88 acresinsize.
The Siteisbordered by GageAvenueto the north,
by Orchard Avenueto theeast, by LomaVistaPlace
tothewest, and by residential propertiestothe
south. The Siteconsistsof 46 parcelsthat were
occupied by singleand multi-family residenceand
commercid/lightindustrial businesses. LAUSD is
currently inthe processof acquiring the properties.

In compliancewith State lawsfor proposed new
school stes, aPreliminary Environmental A ssessment
(PEA) was conducted in 2005 to evaluatethe site
for potentia environmenta hazardsand
contaminants. Theresultsof the PEA were shared
withthecommunity at aPublic Hearing held by the
LAUSD on September 29, 2005. DTSC approved
the PEA Report on November 2005 and concurred
with thefollowing recommendations: theremova of
TPH contaminated soil, additiona samplingto
confirmthelow levelsof tetrachl oroethylene (PCE),
and an assessment to evaluate the potentia presence
of LBPresiduein shalow soil. Theadditiona
sampling was conducted intheform of two
Supplementda SiteInvestigations(SS)).

The SSl to confirmthelow levelsof PCE was
conducted in March 2006. Based on theresults of
the PCE investigation, no further action for PCE was
recommended. TheDTSC approved the SS|
ReportinApril 2006.

A SSl for LBPresiduein shallow soil was conducted
between April and October 2006. The SSI Report
was approved November 2006. During the
investigation, elevated levelsof lead werefoundin

shallow soil a concentrationsthat require cleanup.
Elevated |ead concentrations (ranging from 255 mg/
kg to 3,052 mg/kg) were detected around 29
propertiesand elevated TPH levels(ranging from
1,000 mg/kg to 6,410 mg/kg) were detected around
2 properties (seefigure on page4):

Itisestimated that soil will haveto beexcavatedtoa
maximum depth of 5 feet below ground surface
(bgs) to removethelead contaminated soil and 10
feet bgsto remove TPH contaminated soil. DTSC
requested that LAUSD prepare aDraft Removal
Action Workplan (RAW) that will be used to guide
theexcavation and lawful offsitedisposal of the
contaminated soil.

Notice of Exemption

DTSC has prepared aNotice of Exemption (NOE)
for thisproject, asrequired by the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). TheNOE
statesthat the proposed cleanup will not havea
sgnificant negative effect on human hedthandthe
environment because of the short duration, relatively
smd | amount of contaminated soil to beremoved,
and the controlled way in which the contaminated
soil will be dug out, loaded onto trucks and taken
away to an gpproved/permitted facility for lawful

disposal.

Proposed Plan

The contaminated soil will bedug out usinga
backhoe, bulldozer, tracked excavator, shovelsor
other typesof earth moving equipment, as
necessary. Thesoil may betemporarily stockpiled
or loaded directly onto trucksand taken off-site. A
total of about 600 cubic yards (900 tons) of soil will
beremoved. Thisincludesabout 537 cubic yards
(805 tons) of lead-contaminated soil and about 63
cubicyards (95 tons) of TPH-contaminated soil.

It will take approximately 35 truckloadsto remove
thesoil. Truckswill enter and exit thesitethrough
accessgatesa ong GageAvenue. Truck loading will
take place between 7:00 am. t0 5:00 p.m. daily.
When exiting thesite, truckswill turnright onto
GageAvenue, then | eft onto Atlantic Boulevard, and
then proceed north to the 710 Freeway. The soil will
betransported to a State-approved disposal facility.
The cleanup processisexpected to take
approximately two weeksto complete, pending
acquisitiongatus. Thisincludessoil removal,
trangportation, and confirmation soil sampling and
andyss.




Safety and Dust Control During Cleanup

Some of theactionsthe LAUSD will taketo ensure
safety of the public and to minimizedustinclude:

[ | Temporary fencing with windscreenswill be
ingtaledfor security

[ | All vehicleswill maintain dow speedswhile
onthe property

[ | Thework areaswill belightly sprayed or
misted with clean water to prevent dust

[ | Thetruckswill be secured with coversas
they leavethedte

[ | Truck tiresentering and exiting the sitewil|
be brushed to remove soil and debris

[ | Theair will bemonitored at thesiteto ensure

theamount of dust staysat safelevels

Next Steps

Oncethe comment period ends, DTSC will evaluate
all commentsreceived. If necessary, LAUSD will
revisethe RAW for DTSC’sreview and approvd
forimplementation. Thesoil removal isexpectedto
takeplaceasearly asApril 2007. After the cleanup
processiscompleted, LAUSD will conduct sl
testing to confirm cleanup goashave been achieved
andwill submitaRemova Action Completion
Report to DTSC for review and approval.

Where to Find Site Documents

Copiesof the Draft RAW and other site documents
areavalableat thefollowinglocations:

CoronaElementary School
MainOffice

3825Bdl Avenue

Bell, CA 90201

Phone: (323) 560-1323

Martha EscutiaPrimary Center
MainOffice

6401 Bear Avenue

Bdl, CA 90201

Phone: (323) 585-8873

Bell Library
Reference Desk

4411 E. GageAvenue
Bell, CA 90201
Phone: (323) 560-2149

Department of Toxic Substances Control
Regiond Records Office

5795 Corporate Avenue

Cypress, CA 90630

Contact: Julie Johnson, (714) 484-5337
Hours. 8am.—5p.m. Monday — Friday

L osAngelesUnified School District
Officeof Environmentd Hedth and Safety
1055 W. 7th &., 9th Floor

LosAngeles, CA 90017

Contact: Tony Espinoza, (213) 893-7409
Hours: 8am.—5p.m. Monday — Friday

Thedocumentsarea so availableonlineat the
LAUSD web site: www.laschools.org/find-a-schoal

Who to Contact for Information

If you have any questions about the project or
cleanup activities, please contact:

CynthiaMiller

DTSC Public Participation Speciaist

(818) 551-2846 or toll free 1-866-495-5651
cmiller@dtsc.cagov

Amit Pathak

DTSC Project Manager
(714) 484-5468
apathak @dtsc.ca.gov

Si deseainfor macion en espariol, comuniquese
con: LeticiaHernandez, Especialistaen
Participacion Publicadel DTSC, al

(714) 484-5488.

For Medialnquiries.
JeanneGarcia

DTSC Public Information Officer
(818) 551-2176
jgarcial@dtsc.cagov

Notice to Hearing-Impaired Individuals

You can obtain additiona information about theste
by usingtheCaliforniaState Relay Serviceat

(888) 877-5378 (TDD), or by caling
CynthiaMiller, DTSC Public Participation Specidig,
at (818) 551-2846.

For more information about DTSC, see our Web site at www.dtsc.ca.gov.
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