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Definitions

• RFI = RCRA Facility Investigation
• SWMU = Solid Waste Management Unit
• SRAM = Standardized Risk Assessment 

Methodology
• COC = Constituents of Concern



RFI Objectives

• identify and characterize sources of contamination
• define the nature, degree and extent of contamination
• characterize potential pathways of contaminant migration
• gather data needed to make decisions on interim 

measures/stabilization
• define the rate of movement and direction of 

contaminant flow
• identify actual or potential human and/or ecological 

receptors
• support development of alternative remedial approaches 

or methods from which a corrective measure will be 
selected by the Department



Operable Units

• Surficial Media Operable Unit (SMOU)

• Chatsworth Formation Operable Unit 
(CFOU)



RFI Submittal Process

• Submit RFI Work Plan (Boeing)
• Review and approve RFI Work Plan (DTSC)
• Conduct scope of work (Boeing)
• Submit draft RFI Report (Boeing)
• Review and comment on RFI Report (DTSC)
• Submit response to DTSC comments (Boeing)
• Revise and submit Final RFI Report (Boeing)
• Review/comment/approve Final RFI Report 

(DTSC)



What’s in an RFI (SMOU) Report?

• Describes site history, chemical use, and 
existing site conditions

• Characterization Findings

• Risk Assessment Findings



RFI Reporting Process 
Improvements

• Identify potential reporting issues and 
address up front. Reports should address 
all identified issues.

• Revise report format to include larger 
coverage for more SWMUs (i.e., bundled 
reports).



Some Site-Wide Reporting Issues

• Completeness of Report
• Data Presentation
• Field Action Levels
• Sampling of Former Transformer Areas
• Surface Elevation Control 
• Previous Excavations/Releases
• Groundwater Database



Other Related Reports…

• RFI Work Plans
• SRAM Work Plan
• Site-Wide Program Report
• other available and relevant documents



Preliminary RFI Report Review 
Old Conservation Yard, Area IV

• Contents of draft report do not sufficiently 
meet RFI objectives:
- contaminant sources
-nature, degree and extent of   

contaminants
- contaminant pathways

• Additional information and/or data needed



Additional Information Requested
Old Conservation Yard, Area IV

• Identify potential COCs for historical activities
• If significant fill is present, is it adequately 

characterized?
• What excavations have occurred and where?
• Have any documented releases and/or remedial 

excavations occurred?
• If so, was the release properly characterized?
• Are RFI sample locations currently locatable?



Additional Characterization Requested
Old Conservation Yard, Area IV

• Former SRE Pond Discharge Pipeline and Associated 
Areas (metals, aluminum, & all relevant historical COCs)

• Former Transformers (PCBs)
• Former Rocketdyne Conservation Yard (VOCs, metals)
• Former Atomics Int’l Conservation Yard (PCBs, PAHs)
• Former Telephone Pole Storage Area (BaP and dioxins)
• Northern Debris Area (metals, BaP, dioxin)
• Southern Debris Area (metals)
• Former Fuel Pipeline (aluminum and vanadium)
• Groundwater (COCs associated w/SRE Pond Discharge)



Closing
• Progress made in developing a more efficient, 

technically defensible reporting process

• Better reports help expedite the review process

• More efficient review process can expedite risk 
assessment and ultimately, necessary corrective 
measures




