
           
The mission of DTSC is to protect California’s people and environment from harmful effects of toxic substances by restoring contaminated resources,  
              enforcing hazardous waste laws, reducing hazardous waste generation, and encouraging the manufacture of chemically safer products. 

 

                April 2016

Proposed Remedial Action Plan and CEQA Negative Declaration for the 
Former Southwest Marine Property ‐ Available for Public Review 
 
Para información en español por favor comuníquese con Elsa Lopez al número (818) 717 6571 
 
The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) is proposing a Remedial 
Action Plan (RAP) for the treatment and control of chemical contamination resulting 
from historic operations at the former Southwest Marine Property (Site), located at 
985 Seaside Avenue, Terminal Island, Port of Los Angeles, California 90731. 
 

Why Cleanup is Necessary:  The Site has been investigated and evaluated, and a 
Human Health Risk Assessment undertaken. In July 2014, the Port of Los Angeles 
forwarded a draft Remedial Action Plan (RAP) to DTSC. The RAP proposed an 
interim two-phase cleanup approach that included excavation and stockpiling of 
contaminated soil, and off-site disposal at an appropriate disposal facility.  After 
DTSC approval, this first phase of this work was completed during late 2014.  The 
final phase of the work will entail the excavation and disposal of the remaining 
contaminated soil from the Site as described in the proposed RAP. The main 
chemicals of concern include elevated levels of lead, arsenic, polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs), and total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH). The shallow groundwater 
has not been significantly affected; the proposed removal actions have been designed 
to allow for natural processes to further improve the quality of the shallow 
groundwater.  
 

Under current Site conditions, there is no immediate health risk because the public is 
not exposed to any contamination. DTSC will continue to oversee the cleanup that 
will take place, and will ensure that it is performed in a manner that protects public 
health and the environment.  
 

Proposed cleanup activities:  

 Dig out and stockpile of contaminated soil; Evaluate and determine type and 
level of soil contamination in the stockpiles; 

 Check to make sure that excavated holes have no further contamination at 
concentrations above pre-established cleanup levels; 

 Backfill excavated holes with clean soil;  
 Grade excavated areas in order to control drainage at the Site; and 
 Remove stockpiled soil for off-site disposal or treatment. 

 

As part of this project, excavations remaining from the first phase of work at the Site 
will also be backfilled.  It is estimated that a total of 600 truckloads of clean fill soil 
will be needed to backfill excavations made during the first phase of cleanup at the 
Site, and that an estimated additional 675 truckloads of clean fill soil will be required 
to backfill excavations made during the second and final phase of site cleanup. 

30-day Public Comment Period: 
April 4 through May 5, 2016 

 
DTSC encourages you to review 
and comment on the draft RAP 
and CEQA at the locations listed 
on page 2.  
 

DTSC will make a final decision 
after all public comments have 
been reviewed. Please submit 
written comments postmarked, or 
emailed by May 5, 2016 to: 

 

Sara Michael, Project Manager 
Department of Toxic Substances 

Control 
5796 Corporate Avenue 

Cypress, California 90630 
     Sara.Michael@dtsc.ca.gov 
               Fax: (714) 484-5437 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
 

A public meeting will be held on 
April 13, 2016, from 6.30 p.m., and 
will be located at: 

Port of Los Angeles, Harbor 
Administration Building 

Board Room, Second Floor 
425 S. Palos Verdes Street, 

 San Pedro, CA 90731 
 

For meeting room accessibility 
contact Tim Chauvel, (714) 484-
5487 

Public Comment Period



 

NOTICE TO HEARING IMPAIRED:  TTY users may use the California Relay Service @ 711 or 1‐800‐855‐7100.  You may also contact the Public Participation Specialist listed at the end of this update. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Site History and Location: The former Site consists of 
4 parcels designated for commercial/industrial activities. 
The Site occupies approximately 25 acres and was 
historically used for ship building/repair and other port 
activities dating back to 1918. With the exception of one 
business, located in the northern portion of the 
property, the Site is unoccupied. Other parts of the Site 
have marine piers and vacant buildings.  The Site is 
located on Terminal Island, which is adjacent to the 
community of San Pedro to the west, the community of 
Wilmington to the north, and the City of Long Beach to 
the east. A number of businesses, the U.S. Coast Guard, 
and a Federal Correctional Facility border the Site.  
 

Transportation and Management of Contaminated 
Soil: A transportation plan (plan) has been developed to 
outline specific details of how contaminated soil will be 
transported off site for disposal. The plan includes 
procedures for covering loads, minimizing and 
monitoring dust, and proposed transportation routes. 
The plan includes the following: 
 

 It is estimated that 675 truck loads of 
contaminated soil will be excavated and 
removed to an off-site disposal facility.   

 There will be approximately 27 truck loads of 
soil moved from the site per day for 25 days. 

 The proposed truck route for removal of soil 
from the Site to the north 710 freeway will 
travel north along South Seaside Avenue, turn 
left onto Ferry Street at Terminal Way, merge 
onto the California 47 north highway, and 
continue to the 710. Approximate travel time 
from the Site to the 710 freeway is estimated at 
12 minutes.  

 There will be approximately 1,275 truckloads of 
clean fill moved onto the site over the course of 
50 days with no more than 27 trucks visiting the 
site per day. 
 

It is estimated that a truck containing contaminated soil 
will leave or enter the site every ten minutes, between 
the weekday hours of 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. traffic low-peak 
period. 
 

Trucks carrying clean fill will follow the reverse of the 
same route from the 710 freeway to the Site, with 
weekday delivery hours between 7 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): In 
compliance with CEQA, DTSC has prepared a draft 
Negative Declaration for this project. The Negative 
Declaration. states that the proposed project activities 
will have less than a significant impact on the 
environment based on the CEQA initial study. 

Next Steps: At the close of the public comment period, 
DTSC will review and consider all public comments and 
make any necessary revisions to the draft RAP prior to 
final approval.  Also, a Response to Comments 
document will be mailed to everyone who makes a 
comment and provides their name and address. The 
implementation of the RAP is expected to begin in the 
spring of 2016. 
 

Where you can Find Project Documents: Public 
information repositories holding project documents can 
be found at the following locations: 
 
DTSC’s EnviroStor Online Website: 
http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/profile_repor
t.asp?global_id=60000999 
 

In addition, the same documents are also available at the 
following two locations:  
 

City of Los Angeles - Harbor Department  
Contact: Christopher Cannon 
222 West 6th Street, Suite 900 
San Pedro, CA 90731. Phone: (310) 732-3763 
Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 

And, 
 

The DTSC file room located at 5796 Corporate Avenue, 
Cypress, CA 90630. Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
contact Jone Barrio at (714) 484-5337. 
 

Who to contact for more information: 
 

Sara Michael 
DTSC Project Manager 
5796 Corporate Avenue 
Cypress, California 90630 
(714) 816-1983  
Sara.Michael@dtsc.ca.gov 
 
Tim Chauvel 
DTSC Public Participation Specialist 
5796 Corporate Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90603 
(714) 484-5487 
Tim.Chauvel@dtsc.ca.gov 
 
For media related inquiries, please contact: 
Mr. Sandy Nax 
DTSC Public Information Officer 
(916) 327-6114 
Sandy.Nax@dtsc.ca.gov 
 


