
 

Five Year Review Evaluation Successfully Completed for 
Former GATX Annex Terminal Facility, San Pedro  
Why This Notice: The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) announces completion of a fourth Five-Year Review for the 
former GATX Annex Terminal Facility, located at 208 East 22nd Street in San Pedro (Site). The Site occupies 5.2-acre and is currently a 
vacant field, enclosed by wire fencing. Cross streets to the west and east of the Site are Miner Street and Signal Street, respectively. DTSC 
is the lead agency for approved and implemented remedial actions at the site. The purpose of the Five Year Review is to ensure the 
cleanup remedy selected for the Site continues to work effectively and protects people and the environment.  The first Five-Year Review 
was completed in 2000, the second in 2004, and the third in 2009.  
 
Site Background: Previously, the Site served as a storage and transfer facility (operated by GATX) for bulk liquid chemicals that were 
stored in above ground storage tanks (ASTs) from 1968 to 1983. Chemicals received and handled included solvents, plasticizers, coatings, 
adhesives, and paint additives. Loading and unloading of these chemicals involved the pumping to ASTs from railroad tank cars (and vice 
versa) at loading racks through underground piping. In 1972, a fire destroyed 17 of 59 on-site ASTs. Decommissioning of the terminal 
began in 1983. GATX conducted environmental characterization studies to investigate Site conditions immediately after demolition of 
facility structures. Due to the discovery of soil and groundwater contamination at the Site, remedial investigations were conducted in 1983 
and 1984. Investigation results indicated that chemicals present in the soils included various volatile and semi-volatile organic compounds 
at levels above DTSC’s protective standards.  
 
A final cleanup plan for soil, known as a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) was prepared and approved in 1987 and later modified in 1991. The 
RAP proposed in-situ steam/hot-air stripping (thermal treatment) as the chosen cleanup alternative that was used to remediate soils 
between 1987 and 1993. Based on residual levels of volatile and semi-volatile organic compounds in soil following implementation of the 
RAP, residential development was excluded as a potential future use of the Site. As a condition of the RAP, an engineered soil cap was 
placed in the area of impacted soils. For groundwater impacts, periodic groundwater monitoring is a requirement of the RAP, and has 
been conducted at the Site since July 1993. Presently, groundwater monitoring events are conducted annually in the month of April. 
 
Five Year Review Entailed: This Five Year Review re-examined the effectiveness of the Site remedy and its elements, including: 1) 
thermal treatment of on-site soils; 2) soil cap above the remediated soils; 3) land use restriction; 4) site security; and 5) continued 
groundwater monitoring. During the Five Year Review period, the following steps were conducted: 1) site inspection (including collection 
and analysis of groundwater samples), 2) determined if safety controls are working effectively, and 3) prepared a Five Year Review Report 
that is available for public review at the Los Angeles Public Library, San Pedro Regional Branch (address listed below).   
 
Based on the findings of this Five-Year Review, the approved remedy implemented at the Site is effective in protecting public health, 
safety, and environment. The remedy has been and continues to be effective in maintaining relatively constant or declining levels of 
chemicals of concern in groundwater. Institutional controls in place at the Site are effective. No new pathways, contaminant sources, or 
human/environmental receptors have been identified since the inception of the approved remedy. The next Five-Year Review anticipated 
for the Site to be complete is September 2019. 
 
Where to Find Project Information: Project documents are available for public review electronically at www.EnviroStor.dtsc.ca.gov, or 
at the following Information Repositories: 
 

Los Angeles Public Library – San Pedro Regional Branch  Dept. of Toxic Substances Control 
931 South Gaffey Street      5796 Corporate Avenue 
San Pedro, CA 90731-3606      Cypress, CA 90630-4732 
(310) 548-7779 (Call for hours)     (714) 484-5337 (Call for appt.) 

 
Who to Contact at DTSC For Information: For questions on the former GATX Site, contact Poonam Acharya, DTSC Project 
Manager, 5796 Corporate Avenue, Cypress, CA 90630-4732, e-mail: Poonam.Acharya@dtsc.ca.gov, (714) 484-5471, or Stacey Lear, DTSC 
Public Participation Specialist, 5796 Corporate Avenue, Cypress, CA 90630-4732, e-mail: Stacey.Lear@dtsc.ca.gov, (714) 484-5354. 
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